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From the Pastor, to My Partners … 
 

As I look back about fifty years ago, I remember some of the rea-
sons I wanted to go to seminary and become an ordained minis-
ter. I had been involved in church my whole life. I attended Sun-
day School, even when in high school and college I was the only 
one active from the eighteen persons in my confirmation class. I played 
the organ for worship over five years. “Church stuff” was what I knew 
and what I did, even though I had majored in Math and Psychology. 
 

By an odd turn of events, I attended Texas Lutheran 
College (now University) instead of the University of Houston, 
where I had already pre-registered. At TLC I faced required cours-
es in Theology and Humanities, beyond the straight Math and sci-

ence routs I had planned – and I liked it! I felt intrigued with learning about varieties of 
literature and history – and especially about theology. I wanted to go deeper. 
 

Rather than pursuing graduate classes in either Math or 
Psych, I chose to go to seminary on the path to ordination. 
My family seemed very supportive. My grandfather said, “So, 
you want to go preach the Gospel!” I thought, “Well, I guess – 
I’m going to be a Lutheran pastor, at least.” 
 

I headed off to the Lutheran School of Theol-
ogy at Chicago in September, 1973, never 
having left the state of Texas before. I start-
ed with a three-week Greek intensive. Every 
day I studied, read, and translated passages 
of New Testament Greek, because I had 
missed the beginning of the two-year cycle 
of Greek courses in college. 

 

After a full school term of academic classes I spent my first summer of seminary right 
here at Christ Lutheran Church in Lake Jackson, as a 
“pastoral assistant” to Pastor Kenneth Ribe. After my next 
year of classes I spent the summer in my hometown of 
San Antonio at Baptist Memorial Hospital as a “chaplain 
intern.” Then I spent my third seminary year in the middle 
of nowhere – or so I thought at first. I served my intern-
ship in Russell, Kansas, where I actually led worship and 
preached every Sunday at a small church in a wheat field 
known as Trinity Church at Bender Hill. 
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Throughout these years I received continued and growing support from professors 
and teachers, church leaders and congregational members, as well as friends and 
broader family. I graduated from seminary and received my first call to serve as pas-
tor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, in Dallas, Texas. 

 
I always had a growing a passion for the church to come alive 
with meaningful worship, joyous singing, and determined out-
reach to care for local communities. But my sense of call to pas-
toral leadership came slowly. When my confirmation pastor 
mentioned that he thought I would make a great pastor, I looked 
around to see who else in the room he might be referring. Many 
of the students I met in seminary seemed very sure of what they 

wanted to do and how they would shape their congregation. Those tended to be the 
ones who dropped out along the way.  
 
I stayed, always exploring just what I had gotten in to and 
whether I would continue to take the next steps. Forty-five 
years later, I look back and say, “Thank you, God! You knew 
what you were doing when you kept pushing me!” 
 
God’s peace, 
Paul Geisler 
Pastor  
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Worship & Music Notes 
June 5th began the Season of Pentecost, which lasts until Advent begins. 

 

Sept. 4th. Luke 14:25-33. Jesus speaks frankly about the cost of disciple-
ship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that discipleship is 
never altogether easy. Martyrdom isn’t usually the result these days, though 
all but John suffered that fate. So, we plead, Come Lord Jesus. 

 

Sept. 11th. Luke 15:1-10. “I once was lost, but now am found.” These 
words from the hymn Amazing Grace follow the story Jesus tells to-
day as he recounts the shepherd leaving 99 sheep to find the lost one 
and a woman who rejoices about finding a lost coin. Jesus rejoices in 
finding us in his fold. 

 

Sept. 18th. Luke 16:1-13. Jesus tells the story of a dishonest manager who 
cheats his employer and then is commended by him for having acted so 
shrewdly. We are managers of all the gifts God has given us. Being shrewd 
can be a good thing, being dishonest, well, isn’t. We should always be faith-
ful stewards of the gifts we’ve been given. 

 

Sept. 25th. Luke 16:19-31. The poor, ill man outside the gate of a rich 
man died and was taken up to heaven. The rich man died and was 
taken to hades where he begged his poor neighbor for a drop of wa-
ter. God’s mercy is shown in this reversal that is not new, but as old as 
Moses and the prophets. Who is our neighbor? How is that neighbor 
treated by us? Love and serve, as Jesus taught.  
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 

5 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

6 

Boredom Busters 
12:30 

7 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

8 9 

Rummage Sale 

10 

Rummage Sale 

11 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 

12 13 

Boredom Busters 
12:30 

14 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

15 16 17 

18 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 

19 20 

Boredom Busters 
12:30 

21 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

22 

First Day of Fall 

23 24 

25 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 

26 27 

Boredom Busters 
12:30 

28 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

29 30  
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 
 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
   

Secretary…… Denise Green:  clcoffice2019@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 
 

 

 

 

 

The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Services will also be posted on our Face-
book page, website, and emailed to you. 

 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q 

10:00 am 

9:00 am 


