


“I never lost faith in the end of the story,” Admiral Jim
Stockdale, the highest-ranking United States military
officer in the “Hanoi Hilton” prisoner-of-war camp dur-
ing the height of the Vietnam War. (quoted in Good to
Great, by Jim Collis) “I never doubted not only that |
would get out, but also that | would prevail in the end.”
Admiral Stockdale suffered torture twenty times
throughout his eight-year imprisonment and lived out the war with no certainty as to
whether he would even survive to see his family again.

Some of his fellow prisoners would say things like, “We’ll get out by
Christmas,” or “We’ll be out by Easter.” Those dates came and went,
yet Admiral Stockdale knew the brutal facts that told him not to ex-
pect any end to come soon. Yet he maintained his vision that he
would come out okay, no matter what happened. He planned for the
long haul, even the worst of possible outcomes.

The admiral surely endured many “dark nights of the soul,” in which he must have
wondered about his sanity as well as the strength of his trust. He knew what the au-
thor Flannery O’Connor meant when she wrote, “The truth does not change accord-
ing to our ability to stomach it emotionally.” (The Habit of
Being) Writing back in 1979, O’Connor goes on to say that
sometimes the truth can actually be difficult to understand
and may even be emotionally disturbing. “Right now the
whole world seems to be going through a dark night of the
soul.” Bad times do not change simply because we want
them to or because we get tired and exhausted of trying to
endure.

We all know times when we have said and heard, “This pandemic too will pass,” or “It
will be easier next month,” or “Once we get through the summer we will get back on
track.” We manage our anxieties by hoping they will go away soon. The problem is,
what happens when they don’t? When we find ourselves, as well as those around us,
continuing to struggle to get a break from the exhaustion of worry and uncertainty?

In the meantime, Admiral Stockdale calls us to focus on the end game. He used to
it!”

O’Connor goes beyond those abrupt words and reminds us to continue to look be-

yond our present circumstances. She says, “We are ultimately directed Godward.”




Living by faith never seems to come easy. We trust when we see little or no evidence
that supports our trust. Yet God continues to support us, to love us, to lead us beyond
our limited vision. We do make a difference to God, and we can make a difference to
others around us. We can offer hope to others, as well, when we persevere despite
the confusion and negative news.

Mother Theresa acknowledged that, “We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just
a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less because of that missing drop.” Our
world is richer because of you and your faith. The light of God’s presence among us
never goes out. Never lose faith in the end of the story.

God's peace.

Paul Geisler
Pastor
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Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’'s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com




September, 2021
WE WORSHIP TOGETHER!

We hope to continue our new “normal” and we need you r participation as:

USHERS: If you've ushered before or never have, Ron nie Tweedle will help you get going.

LIVE READERS: may be asked to read different compon ents of the worship service, there at
the altar, just like we once did. You will be advis  ed ahead of time.

VIRTUAL READERS: will continue to read as Pastor Pa ul asks for video participation.

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Now that we are increasing th e number of participants, yet are
still using the same method of distribution, we nee d two people to assist.

MONEY COUNTERS: If you're a veteran at this, you ar e now needed! If you'd like to learn,
you will be trained (and it's easy) by a veteran.

This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John

We are in the “Growing Season” the time after Pente cost, which lasts until Advent

Sept. 5™. Mark 7:24-37 . A Syro-phoenician (Gentile) woman approaches Jesus to drive out an evil

take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” She answers ‘even the dogs under the table eat
the children’s scraps.’ He responds ‘For saying that, you may go home content....” She returns
home to find her daughter well. What was his tone of voice in this conversation? Was he testing her
faith? This conversation marks the beginning of Jesus’ ministry to the Gentiles.

Sept. 12™. Mark 8:27-38. Peter is the first to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, yet Peter cannot
accept that as Messiah Jesus must suffer. Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting dis-
cipleship and the cross.

Sept. 19™. Mark 9:30-37. While the disciples argue over which one of them is the greatest, Jesus
tells them the way to be great is to serve. To drive home his point, he puts in front of them a flesh

and blood child. We are called to welcome the children—young and old—whom we encounter and
to love and serve wherever we can.

Sept. 26™. Mark 9:38-50 . The disciples ask Jesus to stop outsiders who are casting out demons in
Jesus’ name. Jesus refuses to see this as a threat, as he welcomes good being done in his name,
even when it is not under his control. Ministry involves service and sacrifice, and we can do that as
God’s kingdom on earth.
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Quarterly Devotionals are on the welcome table Ietgathering area.
July, August, and September

Christ in our HomeandThe Word in Seasoilevotionals for the second quarter of 2021 ¢
available. They're packed with good food for thoughd prayer. Enjoy them. They’re cer-
tainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket gurse, by your comfy chair or bedside.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor....Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.

Secretary...... Denise Green:_clcoffice2019@gmail.com

Office Hours.....Mon.-Fri.....8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone...979-297-2013
Fax.....979-297-7868

Web Site.....www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers.....The People of Christ

Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guateme

com

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM

Services will also be posted on our Face-
book page, website, and emailed to you.

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948




