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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .  

 

We start September with the Labor Day holiday weekend. But we don’t of-
ten think of Labor Day as a “holy day.” On Labor Day, we celebrate the 
world of work, and expanded a bit, the full realm of our common everyday 
activities, with seldom a thought about God or holiness. Along with the 
church throughout centuries, we separate “church” work and “ministers” 
from the mundane stuff that the rest of the people do all the time. We often 
regard religious activities as having a “higher calling” of a more “spiritual” 
nature. 

 

Ever since the 3rd chapter of Genesis, people have regarded work as “toil” 
and a burden, a mixed blessing of vital productivity and unwanted strain. God 
expelled Adam and Eve from the garden with a curse – “by the sweat of your 
face  yo” (Genesis 3:18) - you shall eat bread  until you return to the 
ground” (Genesis 3:19) – that meant that people would regard work as nec-
essary but also as true labor. 

 

Remembering our original state in the garden, where Adam and Eve 
went about together unashamed as caretakers of God’s creation, our 
namesake Martin Luther renewed our understanding of God’s loving 
concern and presence in all that we do. He “brought down the com-
munity of saints out of heaven and down to earth,” says Luther 
scholar Paul Althaus. Luther often insisted that God does not need 

our good works, but our neighbor does 
God values all forms of work, whether 
in the family or for the community or with the church. God’s calling – 
our “vocation” – applies to much more than simply the label of the job 
or career we choose. Our vocation, from God, leads to where we can 
use our greatest skills and passions for the needs and opportunities 
we find in the world around us. 

 

Remember how Luther describes “daily bread” in his Small Catechism:  

everything included in the necessities and nourishment for our bodies, such as food, 
drink, clothing, shoes, house, farm, fields, livestock, money, property, an upright 
spouse, upright children, upright members of the household, upright and faithful rules, 
good government, good weather, peace, health, decency, honor, good friends, faithful 
neighbors, and the like. (emphasis added). 

 

Someone once suggested to Pope John XXIII that we should have priests 
– “holy ones” – in all places, fulfilling all professions. He rejected that idea, 
saying that we already have Christians in all those places, following God’s 
call, doing God’s work. 
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Lines 
 

Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies, Devotionals, 

Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions 

and so much more. 
 

You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote 

some time to, and let God’s word, in many different forms, 

feed your soul.  
 

There are many children’s books, too, if you have young 

ones who will be in your midst at any time, particularly 

this summer. These books really need to be read, loved, 

and used where they will be enjoyed! 

Without intending to demean any job or profession, Martin Luther King Jr. spoke to students in Phil-
adelphia in 1967:  

When you discover what you’re going to do in life, set out to do it as if God Almighty 
called you at this particular moment in history to do it. … If it falls your lot to be a 
street sweeper, sweep streets like Michelangelo painted 
pictures. Sweep streets like Beethoven composed music. 
Sweep streets like Leontyne Price sings before the Metro-
politan Opera. Sweep streets like Shakespeare wrote po-
etry. Sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven 
and earth will have to pause and say, “Here lived a great 
street sweeper who swept his job well.” 

 

The callings of God include absolutely everything we do in life! Yes, that includes even the boring, 
hum-drum routine of life during the restrictions of living during a pandemic. These days can be ex-
tremely meaningful, and even “spiritual,” when we remember that God continues to work in our 
world and will always walk alongside us, and sometimes in front to lead and sometimes behind to 
encourage and push us.  
 

Celebrate Labor Day, and everyday, as a “holy” 
day, another opportunity to serve God in whatever 
way God calls you. 
 

God’s peace, 
 

 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 
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Check your email lists! 

Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address: 

CLCPastor2019@gmail.com 
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Get Ready for the Lutherhill S'mores & Champagne Virtual Gala! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We're bringing the party to YOU! 

Join us for a night of celebration from the comfort of your own home as we toast to the ministry and 
gather together (online!) to make it possible for Lutherhill Ministries to continue to provide an afford-
able experience for everyone who wants to attend. 

 

REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE 

Register HERE to bid on Silent & Premier Auction items, enter to win 1 of 2 $500  

e-Gift Cards and cast your vote for our Lutherhill edition of "Would You Rather"! 

 

On September 12th at 7:00pm, join us for the BEST. NIGHT. (VIRTUALLY!) EVER. 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86922515906 

(You'll only need to enter your name & email!) 

  

WHAT THE VIRTUAL GALA WILL LOOK LIKE 

 
What You'll Need: 

Planning to watch the Virtual Gala AND bid on items? IT'S SIMPLE! Have the virtual event playing 
on your computer while you browse and bid on your smartphone or vice versa! 

 
Once you're all setup, click the Zoom link September 12th at 7:00pm for the 

BEST. NIGHT. (VIRTUALLY!) EVER. 

**Hop on early to enjoy the pre-show! 
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How to Bid: 

1. Register or Sign In. 

2. Click on the "Items" tab at the top of the page. 

3. View Items by category or search by Item number or name 

4. Click the item of interest to view the description as well as the current bid and or price. 

5. The system will auto-populate the bid amount based on the set increment for the item. 

(Choose to bid at the set amount or higher.) 

6. Click Bid!  

 

TIP #1: Take advantage of the AutoBid feature - enter your maximum amount on the auto bid tab to 
ensure you stay the winning bidder! 

 TIP #2: Click "Watch This Item" (star icon) on any auction item that interests you. 

View your starred items under "My Activity" on the Items page to keep tabs on all of your favorites! 

Hunger in the Time of COVID-19: 

Life for Today and Hope for Tomorrow 
An online benefit for ELCA World Hunger 

 

Rick Steves, guidebook author and travel TV host; the 

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA); and the Rev. Shelley 

Bryan Wee, bishop of the ELCA Northwest Washington Syn-

od, invite you to an online benefit — the first of its kind — for 

ELCA World Hunger.  

Together, we hope to raise $250,000 to confront hunger in 
the time of COVID-19 at this event. 
 

When: Thursday, Sept. 24, 7 p.m. Central time 

Where: Zoom virtual event 

REGISTER NOW 
 

We are in a historic moment, facing a once-in-a-century pandemic and a global change in hunger unlike any-

thing we have seen in our lifetimes. Domestically and internationally, hunger is increasing at alarming rates. 

At this event, you will learn about the unique ways ELCA World Hunger is responding. Our hosts will also 

discuss the ongoing root causes of hunger and poverty addressed in Rick Steves’ recent special Hunger and 

Hope: Lessons from Ethiopia and Guatemala. And you will hear from ELCA World Hunger partners on the 

front lines of the current hunger crisis, who will tell you firsthand how your gifts make a difference. 

 

We are called by God to share hope in this time of challenge. Join us to face this global hunger crisis head-on 

and to continue moving toward a just world where all are fed. 
 

This is our opportunity to unite as a church and make a difference when the world needs us most. Don’t 
miss the chance to be part of this extraordinary event. 



The Tidings  7 

 

Quarterly Devotionals  

Are on the counter in the office. 
 

Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for July, August, and 

September are available They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for 

thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in 

a pocket or purse. 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q 

Just one more thought… 

 

There we were, and now we’re not—yet. 
On June 21st, we learned that the proto-
cols we have in place are good ones and 
that we can gather in His name in the saf-
est environment we can provide. We’re 
praying we will be coming together again 
soon. Until we can, we hope you stay safe 
and healthy, and choose to spend some of 
that necessary at home 
time reading some of the 
lessons posted in our 
Worship and Music por-
tion of Tidings.  

Why Barabbus? Mark 15:7. 

 

Barabbus was imprisoned and when asked 
by Pilate who the Jews would like freed, they 
chose Barabbus over Jesus. In examining 
this scripture, we see that Barabbus had 
been part of an insurrection against Roman 
rule. Some scholars think he was viewed as 
a kind of Robin Hood and he was popular 
among the common people. Barabbus 
seemed more the kind of man the Jews were 
expecting as a promised messiah—someone 
ready to take on their oppressors. In reading 
this passage, we can see what might have 
prompted the mob to want Barabbus. Yet, 
that was not God’s plan.  
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9/4 David Brown 

9/5 Guy Blevins 

9/6 Tiffany Hughes 

9/10 Sarah Geisler 

9/10 Brydon Geisler 

9/15 Liz Ellett 

9/15 Chance Furlow 

9/16 Kaitlyn Blevins 

9/17 Alison Blevins 

9/19 Johanna Geisler 

9/19 David Rayburn 

9/21 Diane Tweedle 

9/27 Tyler Burridge 

9/28 Jennifer Sims 

9/30 Edna Lydic 

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 20th year!  

 

Although we are still not gathering in person, here are the Epistles for September if you’d like to fur-
ther your Bible study and knowledge through Paul’s letters.  

 

Sept. 6th. Romans 13:8-14. The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and 
goal of the law. If we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” we are certainly well-dressed for God’s kingdom. 

 

Sept. 13th. Romans 14:1-12. The Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Paul helps us 
understand that different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. 

 

Sept. 20th. Philippians1:21-30. Paul is in prison when he writes this letter. He is unsure of his outcome in 
this imprisonment, but is still committed to the ministry of the gospel and encourages his listeners to live lives 
that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 

 

Sept. 27th. Philippians 2:1-13. Paul’s letter extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the 
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian 
accord. We are urged to look to Christ as a model humility, putting the interests of others above our own. 

Don’t forget we have 

some household sup-

plies up here if you 

need any. Just contact 

the church office @ 

979-297-2013 
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Society of St. Stephen 
 

Society of St. Stephen continues to hold steady, helping about 25 
cases per month.  They are a mix of rent and utility assistance.  
There is a great need, and we are still partnering with other faith 
groups such as St. Vincent de Paul, River of Hope, and Freeport 
UMC to be able to piece together the money needed to help clients 
be able to stay in their housing or keep their lights or water on. 

 

One poignant case this past month really stood out.  A very sweet, 
elderly lady rents a duplex in Freeport. She is on disability and uses 
oxygen due to an having an advanced stage of lung cancer.  She 
needs a roommate in order to pay her bills.  She had lost one 
roommate who had moved into a nursing home.  Another was mov-
ing in, but had not yet done so.  Our client’s disability check was 
not enough to pay her monthly rent of $650.00. She had paid what 
she could and the landlord said that she had lived there five years 
and he was happy to work with her.  We had only helped her one 
other time, and that was after Harvey.  She said that she “thanks 
God every day when she wakes up!”  When our dispatcher told her 
that we could help her with $200 of her rent she broke into tears. 

 

Society is so grateful that you support our mission to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus! 

I know this time has not been easy for any of us, but we are here for 
you. If you have any questions, concerns, or have ideas to make 
being apart more bearable please let us know. You can contact the 
office at (979) 297-2013, my cell (361) 212-6676, 
or email clcoffice2019@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you,  

Denise Green 

CLC Secretary 
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes    
We may be distancing in person, but not in heart! 

 
In this time of social distancing, we are unable to gather and share the love among us and 
the love of Christ in the fellowship that binds us together.  Here’s hoping that you will find 

time to read through the lessons below and find time for reflection and prayer. 

 

Pentecost, the Growing Time 

The color of the Pentecost season is green—representing new growth 

 

Sept. 6th. Matthew 18:15-20. We are all so different; we come from different 

backgrounds, family circumstances and traditions. No wonder we aren’t all 
alike—and isn’t it good that we’re not!? So, knowing our human nature, Jesus 
offers us practical advice to his disciples as to how individuals, and the church 
as a whole, should go about restoring relationships when we have sinned 
against one another, or need to make amends.  

 

Sept. 13th. Matthew 18:21-35.  God’s mercy and forgiveness is unlimited. Is 
ours? Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reinforces God’s 
goodness. Of course, we are not God, but it’s prudent in our relationships 
that we understand something about the person we feel has wronged us. 
Many times, our perspective might need altering. And if not, forgiving releas-
es and frees us to move on. Prayer and God’s peace offers comfort in hard 
times. 

 

Sept. 20th. Matthew 20:1-16. Matthew’s narrative of one of Jesus’ con-
troversial parables is so often looked at through human eyes and feel-
ings—expecting fairness. Regardless of how long they toiled, the owner 
of the land paid them all the same wages. Those that worked longer 
were upset that those who showed up for a shorter time received the 
same pay. When looked at through the unlimited love of God, whether 
we are raised from childhood in our beliefs, or come to God later in life, 
God is merciful and there to accept us--just as we are. 

 

Sept. 27th. Matthew 21:23-32. In this parable, one son said he’d 
help his father, but didn’t. Another said he wouldn’t, but did. Which 
one did the work of the Father? Who does the work of God? Is it the 
one who posts on social media, or the one who is proactive in work-
ing for justice in a different way? Can we meet in the middle, or do 

we work to find our comfort zone and do our best in using 
our gifts and talent to bring about change where needed  
However we find our path, we are being the hands of Christ in 

this world. That’s as it should be. 
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1. What was Sept named for? 

A. a number 

B. a Roman General 

C. a Greek god 

D. a flower 

 

2. If you were born on the 27th of Septem-
ber, what would your zodiac sign be? 

A. Capricorn 

B. Libra 

C. Aries 

D. Gemini 

 

3. What is the birthstone for September? 

A. Topaz 

B. Sapphire 

C. Turquoise 

D. Ruby 

 

4. Who wrote and recorded the song 
“Wake Me Up When September Ends”? 

A. Elton John 

B. Nickleback 

C. Green Day 

D. John Lennon 

 

5. What is the flower for September? 

A. Sweet Pea 

B. Aster 

C. Hollyhock 

D. Blue Bells 

 

6. What holiday occurs in September? 

A. Labor Day 

B. Canadian Thanks Giving 

C. Flag Day 

D. St. Patrick’s Day 

 

7. “But the days grow short, when you 
reach September” is a line from which 
famous song? 

A. September Song 

B. Farewell To Summer 

C. Back to School 

D. The Autumn Melody 

 

8. What would your zodiac sign be if you 
were born on the 3rd of September? 

A. Virgo 

B. Taurus 

C. Cancer 

D. Sagittarius 

 

9. According to the Chinese Zodiac, which 
animal would you be associated with if 
you were born on the 4th of September? 

A. Rabbit 

B. Monkey 

C. Dragon 

D. Tiger 

 

10. When is Confucius Day? 

A. the 4th 

B. the 29th 

C. the 11th 

D. the 23rd 

 

11. What kind of food should you eat on 
September 13th? 

A. Peanuts 

B. Pineapples 

C. Turkey 

D. Hotdogs 

 

 

September Trivia 
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All answers to the trivia questions will be in the  

September edition of the Tidings 

Answers to Augusts General 
Trivia 

1. B. Gotham City 

2. A. the high jump 

3. A. iron 

4. C. earthquakes 

5. A. terrier 

6. B. baseball 

7. C. Joan of Arc 

8. A. a pig 

9. A. Cassius Clay 

10.  B. Nero 

11.  B. Scooby Doo 

12.  A. 42 

13.  C. 7 

14.  A. Venus 

15. B. Rome 

16. A. Mount Sinai 

17. A. the giraffe 

18. B. Aries 

19. C. The Himalayas 

20. A. Tinker Bell 

 

12. What should you collect on the 16th of 
September? 

A. Stamps 

B. Rocks 

C. Coins 

D. Tea spoons 

 

13. Which animal is recognized on the 22nd 
of September? 

A. Zebra 

B. Mongoose 

C. Elephant 

D. Sloth 

 
 

14. How many days are in September? 

A. 29 

B. 31 

C. 30 

D. 28 

 

15. What does the song “Calendar Girl” say 
about the September Girl? 

A. Light the candles at your sweet 
sixteen 

B. They’ll let me take you to the jun-
ior prom 

C. You’re the Easter Bunny when you 
smile 

D. I’ll give thanks that you belong to 

September Trivia Cont. 

HAPPY FALL 

HAPPY FALL 

HAPPY FALL 

HAPPY FALL 

YA’LL!
YA’LL!
YA’LL!
YA’LL!    
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com

   

Secretary…… Denise Green:  clcoffice2019@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

 

    

    

The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Temporary Worship Schedule 

Will be posted on our Facebook page, 

website, and emailed to you until further 

notice. 

Normal Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


