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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
When I hear people speak about a “Come to Jesus Meeting,”
I get the impression they are threatening a time of terrifying
judgement and condemnation, unless they see the desired
changes the expect.
Maybe that’s the kind of thoughts that the person in this meme was
having, until Jesus truly came to them as a loving, caring, healing kind
of judge.
The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews says our usually meaning behind this expression is really an old way of thinking: “You have not
come to … a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest,
19
and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. … Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, ‘I tremble with fear.’” (12:18-21)
But in Jesus, this writer continues, we have come to the city of the living God on a high hill with angels in
festal gathering and to the “spirits of the righteous made perfect” (In other words, into a joyous party with
God and the angels!), “and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks
a better word than the blood of Abel.” (12:22-24)
When we “come to Jesus,” we come to God’s pure love in human form, very
much a difficult bar for any of us to reach, but not to a scary judgement. We
come to the challenge of how to show Jesus-like love and acceptance, especially in whatever difficult situation we may be facing. We give up “old” ways
with great difficulty. We like the comfort of our common and familiar ways. Too
many times, seeking judgement and retribution have become familiar and
comfortable for us.
“Coming to Jesus” presents a definite challenge for us, but in a different way than we usually think. Next
time you face a challenge from others and think we need that “come to Jesus” meeting, meet the real Jesus
– our go-between, our “mediator,” the one who makes God’s loving presence come to life among us.
God’s peace – Paul Geisler, Pastor
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9/4 David Brown
9/5 Guy Blevins
9/6 Tiffany Hughes
9/10 Sarah Geisler
9/10 Brydon Geisler
9/15 Liz Ellett
9/15 Chance Furlow
9/16 Kaitlyn Blevins

9/17 Alison Blevins
9/19 Johanna Geisler
9/19 David Rayburn
9/19 James Smith
9/21 Diane Tweedle
9/27 Tyler Burridge
9/28 Jennifer Sims
9/30 Edna Lydic

Are you ready for some Tiki?
Your next chance is
Thursday, September 5 at 6:30 pm.
Sissy had a fabulous score and is waiting for
someone to challenge her. Agnes will also be
defending her score.
Join the fun. Bring a card-loving
friend. Easy to learn and play.
The September 25th mee ng will
start at 10 am.

Who Picked That Book? Club

The book to be discussed is
Where the Crawdads Sing

“A painfully beautiful first novel that is at once a murder

Join in a fun,
lively discussion
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mystery, a coming-of-age narrative and a celebration of
nature….Owens here surveys the desolate marshlands of
the North Carolina coast through the eyes of an abandoned child. And in her isolation that child makes us open
our own eyes to the secret wonders—and dangers—of her
private world.”—The New York Times Book Review
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August 27, 2019
Dear Friends and Sponsors,
I send a warm greeting to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
My children are enjoying the last week of their winter vacation. During this time
of the year, the temperature is little cool or even chilly in Madagascar. Thando and
Tumisho have been on vacation since June. My wife, Kwena, our children, Thando
and Tumisho had an opportunity to visit our family in South Africa during their vacation, while I remained in Madagascar trying to catch up with my work. We are all
looking forward to the start of the new school year.
Madagascar is anticipating the arrival of Pope Francis next weekend; we are
wondering if we should leave the city for a few days to avoid traffic, the closure of
some of our roads and the inconveniences which will be created by the visit of the
Pontiff to Antananarivo, the most congested city in Madagascar. We also give thanks
that Madagascar is stable enough to enjoy such a prestigious visit. It is indeed a time
of hope and joy for the country.
For this mission update, I would like to reflect on the power of visitations. One
of the defining aspects of Jesus’s mission on earth is the visits which he and his disciples undertook during Jesus’s ministry. Jesus traveled to many places to teach,
heal the sick and to proclaim the message of the kingdom of God through his words
and actions. His disciples and the apostle Paul followed Jesus’s footsteps in submission to the great commission; they also traveled from place to place proclaiming the
message of the kingdom of God. Visiting others and being visited is an important part
of our calling as Christians. Visitations can reconnect us to our loved ones, bring
hope to those who might feel forgotten, rekindle our love for each other as God’ children, and broaden our perspectives about life and faith.
I would, therefore, like to reflect on one of the visits I did in the last few months,
a visit which left an enduring imprint in my heart. In May 2019, the Rev. David Wunsch, GM Director for Unit Operations and Programs and I paid a visit to the Lutheran
Church in Guinea (LCG). This was a historic visit because it was the first time that an ELCA delegation had
visited the LCG. The LCG was started by Liberian Lutherans who sort refuge in Guinea during the second Liberian civil war between 1997 – 2003, the church was
recognized by the government in Guinea in 2005. The
LCG is now a national church under the mentorship of
the Lutheran Church in Liberia. The church has between
600 – 700 members in two Parishes in Nzerekore and
Koyamah.
christlutheran-lj.org
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The church received us with great joy and enthusiasm. We arrived on May 1st after 3:00 pm in
Nzerekore after a long drive and two border crossings from Liberia to Guinea. On our arrival, we
were received with a communion worship service.
The worship service was marked by songs, dancing and welcome ceremony and exchange of gifts.
According to the President of LCG, Rev. Yolande,
the visit of the ELCA delegation to the LCG was an
answer to prayer. The LCG wants to have a closer
working relationship with the ELCA. The visit allowed us to learn about the work of the LCG. The visit also gave Rev. Wunsch and
me an opportunity to see two former ELCA scholarship recipients, Rev. Luc, and
Rev. Abraham, in their new roles as Pastors in their Church (LCG). The ELCA provided the scholarships for Rev. Luc, and Rev. Abraham to do their theological training in Senegal.
During our visit, we were inspired by the stories we heard about the faithfulness of the LCG in its endeavors to share the grace and love of God with their
neighbors. The LCG remains grounded in its mission even under tremendous hardship. In 2013 the church building and parsonage of the LCG in Nzerekore were
burned down. According to the leadership of the LCG, a personal dispute between
two individuals turned into a tribal dispute between the Kpelle and Mandingo tribes.
The Kpelles are predominantly Christian, and the Mandingos are predominantly
Muslims. As a result, the dispute ignited religious undertones, which lead to riots.
The riots were marked by death and destruction. Guinea is a predominantly Muslim
Country. Various efforts were made after the destruction to bring healing to the community.
The LCG, in partnership with Trauma Healing Ministry of the Lutheran Church
in Liberia, played a significant role in the process of bringing healing to Nzerekore.
They facilitated psycho-social therapeutic care for survivors to share their grief and
to support each other in the healing process. Through the support of the international partners of the LCL Trauma Healing Ministry,
the LCG provided humanitarian support to those
who lost their possessions because of the riots.
The effort of the LCG made this young and small
church noticeable in the community and by government officials. The witness of the LCG is one
of resiliency and a conviction to proclaim the
love of God even after the church was attacked
by some of its neighbors.
The Tidings
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The actions of this 600-member church (LCG) can indeed provide an inspiration to a
3,4 million-member church (ELCA). Truly, the Holy Spirit continues to be at work
among us, bringing healing, compassion and forgives to the world. The ELCA is now working with
the LCG to design a community-based sustainable
development project to address issues of poverty
and food security. This project will provide more capacity to the LCG to continue its communitybuilding work, with the churches’ Christian, Muslim,
and other neighbors.
The story of the LCG represents one of the
reasons why I love doing what I do; the visits I do
are at time strenuous, yet each visit can be inspiring. I feel very honored that I have
an opportunity to share the stories I learn on my journeys with you. Your generosity
enables me to do the work which I do and to provide for my family. Your generosity
enabled the ELCA to provide the scholarships for Rev. Luc and Rev. Abraham, who
are now doing amazing work among their people. Your generosity through the ELCA
World Hunger fund will enable the ELCA to accompany this young and brave church
(LCG) in its mission to share God’s love to its neighbors by participating in efforts to
address issues of poverty and food security.
Your brother in Christ.
Rev. Lancelot Themba Mkhabela
ELCA Missionary and Regional Representative for Madagascar, West, and Central
Africa
Proceeds from the Rummage Sale help fund Missionaries and Servant Ministry Projects like this.

Thank you to everyone that made
our rummage sale so successful. Our goal was reached for our
missionaries. Servant Ministry
thanks you all. It could not have
been done without your help and
support. You are appreciated.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Every Tuesday from
12:30-2:30PM
Boredom Busters meets every Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you like playing
games, give it a try. We are always willing to learn a new game.
It's a fun and relaxing time!

Freddy Brown recently received the ﬁrst
Lifetime Achievement Award given by the
Brazosport Area Chamber of Commerce.

Lunch Bunch
Friday, Sept. 6, 2019
@ 11:00am
Chips in Lake Jackson

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual
Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote some time to, and let
God’s word, in many different forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young ones who will be in
your midst at any time, particularly this summer. These books really need to
be read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed!
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Big People Bible School
2019Highlights
Everyone who attended had a great time
and are looking forward to next year.

Just look at the
concentration on
their faces!
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Big People Bible School 2019
Was a Hit!
The bird
feeders didn’t
last long
outside, but it
did bring the
rain.

Last day of BPBS
was a cupcake
decorating contest.

Most
Unforgettable

Most
Interesting
Most
Original
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Most
Beautiful
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