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From the Pastor, to My Partners … 
 

I have addressed this article each month to “My Partners.” I intend this espe-
cially for all the members of our congregation, Christ Lutheran Church, be-
cause we all share together the ministry Jesus passed on to the disciples: “to 
love one another as he has loved us. That’s why we call ourselves “the 
Hands of Christ – worshiping, learning, and serving together.” But I also feel 
a close partnership with all others who seek to work together for God’s loving 
purposes in the world.  
 

St. Paul hope to bring a sense of unity and togetherness to the divided 
church at Corinth with the words “You are the body of Christ, and individual-
ly members of it.” (1 Corinthians 12:27) These words also brought enthusi-
asm and encouragement to those early Christians, reminding them that God 
brings us all together and sends out to serve. “In the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.” (12:13) 

 

I wish two things for my partners as we all move forward in life and ministry. 
 

I send a great big “Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!” to all of you! I thank 
everyone who celebrated my last Sunday at CLC on September 25th, es-
pecially all who prepared the food and decorations and words of 
“retirement wisdom” you left for me. Your gifts not only that day but 
throughout our seventeen years together have greatly enriched me and 
my family. I will always remember you, and I will always carry the power of 
your love with me. Further, I thank everyone over the last forty-five years 
of active ordained ministry, plus the years before of preparation.  

 

Especially to those partners who carry on ministry at CLC, as well as wherev-
er you find yourselves, “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all 
that you do be done in love.” (St. Paul again, in 1 Corinthians 16:13-14) As the body of 
Christ, working together, you will do great things! 

 

Happy trails to all! 
 

God’s peace, 

Paul Geisler 
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