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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
I When we evaluate cereals for our kids and family, we always
look to see if sugar – or one of its forms like cornstarch – is listed
as one of the first or second ingredients. Now a slightly different
challenge for all of us: can you define “stewardship” without talking about money – or giving or tithes – as one of the first two ingredients?
Actually, “stewardship” starts with God and God’s loving acts.
God creates us, as well as everything and everyone we see
around us. Then God sends us with gracious love to care for others, as well as for the whole creation.
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines stewardship as “the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care.” God initiated our role from
the beginning. “The Lord GOD took the man (Adam) and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it.” (Genesis 2:15)
We can look at stewardship in our congregation in three steps: 1) our
renewed commitment to God and to serving God’s mission through the
church; 2) our abilities, knowledge, skills, and time that we use to fulfill
the first step; and 3) our financial resources that we use to fulfill both of
the other steps.
We all face a major challenge as we move through the various currents and waves of the pandemic. How do we expand our focus from a narrow preoccupation with self (me/us) to something much
broader (all of us – and ultimately to God)? Considering that first step – renewing our commitment
to God – can break us out of this finite vision to appreciate and celebrate much of the wonder withing us and around us.
We begin with a re-grounding of our faith – our trust – in the God of life and love. We consider the
next year, whatever it might bring, and commit ourselves in faith to participation in God’s church.
With this foundation, we can move on to Steps Two and Three and use all that we have to live out
our calling in confidence and hope.
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor
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Worship & Music Notes
October, 2021
This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John
We are in the “Growing Season” the time after Pentecost, which lasts until Advent
Oct. 3rd. Mark 10:2-6. The two stories in the gospel today demonstrate a new reality in Jesus’ day. Women and children are accepted
and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men. In many places
this still isn’t so. Our prayers and conscious decisions to bring about
equality for all is a message that is timely then, and now.

Oct. 10th. Mark 10:17-31. How far do we go to follow Jesus? Are we
“all in” as we strive to be, or do we withhold our efforts, sometimes unconsciously? The young rich man wanted to follow Jesus, but just
couldn’t bring himself to go “all in.” Jesus encouraged him to put others
before himself. Here’s hoping his decision caused him to think further
and might have changed if he really took it to heart. Jesus planted the
seed. Did it grow?

Oct. 17th. Mark 10:35-45. Jesus and the disciples are off to Jerusalem
to face his mission as Savior. The disciples just don’t get it! They’re obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus. Jesus responds by announcing that he and his followers will “rule” through self-giving service. Jesus’
reversal of values in God’s community is a direct challenge to the values
of the dominant culture—in any time and age.

Oct. 24th. Mark: 10:46-52. Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. He’s risking a lot as he addresses Jesus
as the “Son of David.” Though it’s a dangerous political move in, he
continues. Do we ask so boldly? Do we have the faith of Bartimaeus?

Oct. 31st. Reformation Day. John 8:31-36. Rooted in the past and growing
into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of
God’s grace that Jesus set us free every day to do God’s life-transforming
work. We pray for unity of all Christians in worship and mission.
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WE WORSHIP TOGETHER!
We continue our new “normal” and we need your participation as:
USHERS: If you’ve ushered before or never have, Ronnie Tweedle will help you get going.
LIVE READERS: may be asked to read different components of the worship service, there at
the altar, just like we once did. You will be advised ahead of time.
VIRTUAL READERS: will continue to read as Pastor Paul asks for video participation.
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Now that we are increasing the number of participants, yet are
still using the same method of distribution, we need two people to assist.
MONEY COUNTERS: If you’re a veteran at this, you are now needed! If you’d like to learn,
you will be trained (and it’s easy) by a veteran.
And, we thank you for your participation in all ways!

Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
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Bread for Life Study Group Now in our 21st year!

Wednesdays @ 11:00am in the
Gathering Area
We will use Daily Discipleship, discussing the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel. The
lessons are available in a yellow folder on
the table in the library. The first page is Bible Study; the flip side is Word Among Us,
applying the lesson to us in this time and
place. How ‘bout joining
us? Extra copies are in the Gathering Area if you’d like to see what we discuss.
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Quarterly Devotionals are on the welcome table in the gathering area.
October, November, December
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the second quarter of 2021 are
available. They’re packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly
worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse, by your comfy chair or bedside.
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Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri
1

Sat
2
Patch Setup
9:00-12:00

3

4

6

7

11

12

13

14

15

16

Pumpkins
Arrive 4:00

Pumpkin
Patch Starts

21

22

23

28

29

30

Bread for Life
11:00

18

20

Bread for Life
Boredom
Busters 12:30 11:00

Worship 9:00

24

19

9
Patch Setup
9:00-12:00

Book Club 10:00
Boredom
Busters 12:30

Worship 9:00

17

8

Bread for Life
Boredom
Busters 12:30 11:00

Worship 9:00

10

5

25

Worship 9:00

26

27

Bread for Life
Boredom
Busters 12:30 11:00

31

Pumpkin Patch October 16—October 31
9:00am—7:00pm
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Services will also be posted on our Facebook page, website, and emailed to you.
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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