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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
The congregation in Russell, Kansas, that I served
during my internship held a “Harvest Festival” about
this time every year. The little church in the middle of
a wheat field on Bender Hill devoted this event to
recognizing missionaries and outreach work, both at
home and abroad. The congregation did not support
any particular mission work but knew the value of
outreach and placed a strong emphasis on work
“outside their walls” with this special Fall celebration.
Our congregation does not hold a specific harvest festival for missions, but every
year we more than provide for the missionaries we support – Pastors Stephen Deal
and Lancelot Themba – with our annual Rummage Sale each August. We did not
skip our support of outreach work for our Lord through these ministries, thanks to the
generosity of our members as well as folks from our community, we have enough
funds from prior years in our Servant Ministry reserve.
But we can still call a Harvest Festival this year, a new tradition in a non-traditional
year! Remember these folks in your prayers this Fall, as well as around the year. Also, if you are able, you may make a donation for their support. Mark your offerings for
“Missionary Support.”

Give thanks for the witness and work of the Rev.
Stephen Deal and his wife Marta Girón. Pastor
Deal has served as ELCA regional representative
for Central America since 2003. He helps
strengthen companion churches' pastoral leadership training programs and serves as a teaching
pastor. He works with these churches as they develop pastoral leadership for effective ministry in
contexts of economic poverty, social violence, and
climate vulnerability. Marta serves in the women’s
ministry of the Iglesia Luterana Costarricense
(ILCO), or the Costa Rican Lutheran Church.
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Give thanks for the witness and work of the
Rev. Lancelot Themba and his wife Kwena
Mkhabela, regional representatives for Madagascar, West Africa and Central Africa.
Pastor Themba serves as the ELCA Madagascar, West and Central Africa Regional
Representative. He is the resource person
for theological education, evangelism and
interfaith dialogue to the churches in the
West African countries of Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, and Ghana, as well as Madagascar and Rwanda.

God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies,
Devotionals, Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran
History, World Religions and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote some time to,
and let God’s word, in many different forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young ones who will be
in your midst at any time, particularly this summer. These books really
need to be read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed!
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It is with deepest regret that Christ Lutheran Church has decided to cancel the Pumpkin Patch for
2020. Unloading the pumpkin truck involves lots of folks working side-by-side, and we could not find
a way to do this and comply with social distancing. In addition, many of our shift workers are in highrisk groups, so for the safety of our volunteers and guests, we made the tough decision to cancel.
We will have the barn and the popular “Growing Like a Pumpkin” sign up for photos from October
17th through October 31st. We hope folks will be able to stop by and get their traditional fall photos.
Thank you for all your past help and support. We look forward to seeing you all back at the patch
next year.

Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com

From The
Church Office
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h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q

Quarterly Devotionals
October, November, December
Are on the counter in the office.
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the last quarter are available They’re a nice
pocket size, packed with good food for thought and
prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and
truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

Don’t forget we have some
household supplies up here
if you need any. Just
contact the church office @ 979-297-2013
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