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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
We follow a strange cult of celebrity. We draw strong
and heavy lines between “super stars” and
“nobody’s.” During real-live games, some sports fans
will bow down to their favorites, while exclaiming
“Throw the bum out!” if a player’s performance disappoints them. The guys of Wayne’s World popularized
the phrase “We’re not worthy,” which they confessed
as they knelt and bowed down to super rock star
Alice Cooper.

We live these extremes in daily life, often not recognizing
the everyday pieces of greatness all around us. We
seem to notice the spectacular and the dramatic, and
purposely ignore what we consider the common stuff of
life. We acknowledge rock stars and the sports heroes
and movie stars – and anyone “really, really rich.”.

All of this sounds like we have fallen into the “Golden Calf Syndrome.” This malady
grabbed the Israelites pretty much by surprise when they wandered in the wilderness, and Moses left them alone as he traveled up the mountain. Amazingly, they
claimed they had life better back in Egypt! They languished along a seemingly aimless journey, frustrated with the promises that Moses kept making.

Maybe that golden calf would actually make sense to
some of us today. We also long for that obvious sign of
power and strength. Bright and shiny objects still distract
us. We reach for tangible, touchable success – the lofty
goals that seem only just beyond our reach – and we elevate those few who seem to have actually “reached the
top.”. Some say we have lost our sense of awe and wonder that comes to us hidden in ordinary things.
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Worship requires us to stand in awe and wonder of something
beyond ourselves – more than rock stars and rich people, more
than a golden calf of any kind. The people formed the golden
calf out of the few treasures they had brought with them out of
slavery in Egypt. In a sense, they gave their lives up to make a
bigger image of themselves.
In worship, God gives us new and renewed images of ourselves. We expect to see
and hear and experience more than ourselves. We recognize that worship is not
about us and is not limited to what we do or feel at the moment. True worship always
draws us beyond ourselves – beyond our golden calves – in to something deeper
and broader than we have ever known, yet something rooted and contained in the
very familiar stuff we know and love.
Perhaps the old song says it best: “Deep and wide, deep and wide, there’s a fountain
flowing deep and wide!” In worship God makes us all worthy!
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

Tiki

Dominoes

KnukNFutz
Give it a try!
Every Tuesday
12:30—2:30

Uno
Chicken Foot Dominoes

The Tidings

Hand and Foot

Mississippi Roll

Skipbo
Canadian Salad, also known
as Wisconsin Scramble
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10/1 John Bloomhuff
10/3 Austin Hughes
10/5 Dorothy Rayburn
10/8 Michaele Gregory
10/8 Sharon White
10/9 Susan Brown
10/9 Gene Reynolds
10/11 Ginger Furlow
10/11 Rod West

10/12 Todd Hughes
10/15 Ryan Rappa
10/15 Kathy Sims
10/15 Bettye Jo Stoerner
10/16 Eli Matteck

10/19 Matthew Bloomhuff
10/19 Debbie Smith
10/20 Carey Blackman
10/27 Carrie Baker
10/27 Shane Pirtle
10/28 Glenda Chambless
10/29 George Warren
10/30 Kourtney Gregory
10/31 David Disito

All Treats and NO Tricks!
Tiki Players
Thursday, October, 3, 2019
6:30PM
Jeanenne Baxtor and M. Janke will be defending their scores.
Join us for a relaxing , fun evening.
All are welcome!

Please note the next Servant Ministry meeting
will be the FIRST Monday in October because
of the Pumpkin Patch. It will be
October 7, 2019 @ 9:00am.
Please Join Us!
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What Is Stewardship, and
How Do We Grow into Generosity?
Stewardship is about our values and the way in which
we use the resources provided to us. We are all familiar
with a tithe on Sunday, a special gift or pledge to the
capital campaign on the occasion of special need, but
there are other ways to make a difference!
Many Lutherans have never thought about the benefit to ministry of leaving a gift upon their own
passing. Is there a better testimony to an individual’s values in life or a more appropriate gift? Is
there a better time for a gift to the church or ministry than when you least need it?
Perhaps before, but at least after naming children and other family or friends the beneficiaries of
any funds that may be left in our financial assets, our thoughts should turn to the Lord who is the
giver of all good things and consider return a portion to his work on earth. There is no better time
that we will least need the funds or be in a better position to contribute to the Lord’s work. Most
plans explore the ingoption of a bequest, gift annuity, personal endowment or trust as a last
financial blessing and testimony. The church, through the Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest
and ELCA offers resources at no cost or obligation that guide the preplanning decisions you will
make so that you know your wishes will be fulfilled as desired.
One pastor says of his legacy stewardship plans, “My children watched us tithe
throughout our lives, why would we do any less in death?” His question should ring
true for all of us! He and his wife have decided to leave 25% to each of their three
children and treat their church and ministry as a fourth child, leaving 25%. Thoughtful pre-preplanning on how we want to divide assets is an important part of Legacy
Seminars with information are available to all synod congregations.
Statistics tell us only 30% of Lutherans have an end-of-life plan in place. Even those individuals
who indicate they have plans would be disappointed that the plan they have in place will not
achieve their goals. Are you one of the 70% without a plan? Are you one of the 30% with a plan in
place, but goals and objectives have changed? Learn how to assess these significant action steps
for your family and church. Your Will or Estate Plan may need modifications at the present time.
The Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Gift Planner can ensure your goals will be met in your plan.
If you are interested in learning more about tax-advantaged plans that help meet your family’s need
and that of your church or favorite ministry, attend the education sessions on Sunday, November
17. The session will begin after the worship service at roughly 10:15 a.m. in the “Parlor.” Our
synod gift planner, Dr. Liz Johnson, will be here and can meet with you on those days or others at
your convenience. Learn more and consider leaving a legacy that serves your family and faithbased ministries for the next generation of Lutherans and beyond.
Any individual can call the gift planner directly for a confidential no cost, no obligation visit. Contact your pastor or the gift planner, Dr. Liz Johnson directly at 713.775.1595 or email lcjohnson@lfsw.org.
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Mark Your Calendar

for Home

Group!

Anxious for Nothing
By: Max Lucado
God wants our lives to be ruled by His peace
Join us at 6:00,pm 247 Chestnut, on the following dates as we explore
God’s desire to help us deal with anxiety
and ﬁnding calm in a chao*c world!

October 6
November 3
December 1
Hope you can make it! Bring a friend!

Help Unload Pumpkins
Friday, October 11, 2019
4:00—7:00
Water and Pizza will be provided

Lunch Bunch
Friday, October 4, 2019
11:00am
Swamp Shack
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Get ready for a fun raﬄe, and YOU will decide what prize you hope to win.
Raﬄe *ckets will be sold for $1.00 for one or 6 for $5.00.
The purchaser can then put their *ckets in the prize container of their choice.

To Date the raffle items are as follows:
Fabulous apple pie by Esther
Two dozen delicious cookies by Agnes
Marvelous chicken spaghetti casserole by Diane
Three different gift cards
Massage by Carrie
More to come
Your chances of winning are so much better then the lottery!
Live on the edge, take a chance,
who knows you might just WIN!
October Fun Facts
Oct 4, 1943 Russians launched Sputnik into orbit
Oct 8, 1871 The Great Fire of Chicago erupted
Oct 11, 1884 Eleanor Roosevelt was born

Choir Practice
Wednesday’s
6:30PM

Oct 16, 1701 Yale University was founded
Oct 24,1931 Al Capone “Scarface” was sentenced
to 11 years in jail for tax evasion.
Oct 26, 1981 Artist Pablo Picasso was born
Oct 27, 1904 the New York City subway began
operating

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

Oct 27, 1858 Theodore Roosevelt was born
Oct 28, 1636 Harvard University was founded
Oct 28, 1886 The Statue of Liberty was dedicated
on Bedloe’s Island in New York Harbor
Oct 29, 1929 the stock market crashed
Oct 31, 1941 Mount Rushmore National Memorial
was completed
The Tidings

Pastor Paul Geisler
clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Denise Green/CLC Secretary:
clcoffice2019@gmail.com
7

Pumpkin Patch News
As you know Pumpkin Patch is just around the corner
and we are asking for your help.

Donations:
Sodas
Waters
Cookies
Please bring cookies, 2 per Ziploc bag (snack size
works well). Consider that the cookies may spend
some time in the hot weather, so they shouldn’t
melt easily. Chocolate Chip do okay. Bring cookies
to the church and store in the freezer in the parlor.
When that gets full, we can shift them to the LICC
kitchen
In past years we have sold close to $1,500.00 in
cookies and drinks. About 2/3 of that is cookies,
which translates to roughly 300 Dozen cookies so
please, PLEASE bake!!
Drinks can be stored in the parlor
under the side table.
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Book Club

The October 23rd meeting will start
At 10 am.
The book to be discussed is

“S ll Life”
A Chief Inspector Gamache novel
By Louise Penny

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History,
World Religions and so much more. You’re encouraged to come
find some good books to devote some time to, and let God’s
word, in many different forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have
young ones who will be in your midst at any time
during the holidays. These books really need to be
read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed!
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Worship & Music Notes
October’s lessons and thoughts
October 6th. Who are you? Though the mustard seed is so tiny, there
is refuge in the tree that comes from that tiny seed of faith. On his way
toward Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers (not just his disciples)
about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship. They are to
adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity, rather than works seeking reward.

October 13th. Multiple miracles. Jesus’ mission includes making the
unclean clean again. Unexpectedly, a cleansed Samaritan leper (again
doubly unclean—a Samaritan and a leper, at that!) becomes a model
for those who would praise and worship God and give thanks for God’s
mercy. We have been healed in the waters of baptism and in Holy
Communion, we are made clean. Then we are off to share the good
news!

October 20th. How persistent are we? Jesus tells a parable about a widow’s pleas to an unethical judge. Eventually, she wears him down and he
grants her pleas. How much more does God respond to our pleas, our
needs, and our prayers? Pray always. Do not lose heart. We are encouraged
in today’s lesson from Christ’s own words. What more do we need from
our Savior!? His word is truth.

October 27th. We are constantly changing. Although the Reformation is over 500 years old, we see the truths revealed to us every
day. We pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to unite the church in
its love and witness to the world. What are we to do all these years later? We hold fast to the truths of grace and God’s mercy. And, in so doing, we follow Jesus as he taught us—and as He still does.
christlutheran-lj.org
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What’s Coming?
Here’s hoping cooler temperatures are coming! And, of course, the pumpkins are coming!
It’s our opportunity at Christ Lutheran to again demonstrate to the community that we are
here to serve the community in big and small ways. Pumpkins, photo ops, props, cookies,
sodas and water all play a part in helping us be Christ’s hands in our village. We are an expectation! What an honor and tribute to a couple of decades of hard work and dedication.
Worship and Music folks are hoping for your input as we look ahead through November and plan for
Advent and beyond. We need fresh ideas as to what might be a good option for any type of mid-week
Advent prayer, study, and possible time together to grow. Night time no longer seems to be a good option. Is there another time of day that seems more opportune? We’re listening!!!

Bread for Life Study Group

Choir Practice is
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30.

October Epistles will be
from 2nd Timothy and Romans
2 Tim 1:1-14 2 Tim 2:8-15
2 Tim 3:14-4:5 Romans 3:19-28
We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet
Wednesdays, 11:30am – 12:30pm in the church
library. We discuss the epistle reading for the upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily
Faith Practices, the second reading are usually on
the library table. There is no leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit
of chocolate.

Bring your bucket to carry your tune if need be! Seriously, this little group has a lot of fun and works
hard to bring you a tune that fits with the message.
We’d love to have you join us.

Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for October, November, and December are
available in the gathering area. They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and
truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

Make a Joyful Noise
Our congregation is unique in that many have come to the Lutheran faith
having grown up in different denominations. So, in keeping with our efforts to find music and hymns that bring you joy, we’d sure like to hear
about some of the hymns you hold dear. We don’t really have rules, but
it is better to have songs with a steady rhythm and that are upbeat. (Lent
excepted). Even if you think some of the notes are too high—no problem, the keyboard allows us to transpose to a more “singable” range.
We’ll be waiting to hear what you want to hear—and sing!!
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
This has been a hard month for Society. We came so close
to running out of money that we were only able to take calls
for four days during September. It was heartbreaking to have
to return calls and tell clients that we had no money with
which to help them. We usually are able to assist 25-30 clients
each month with rent or utilities. We help a client no more
than once each year. The majority of the people with whom we work have
low paying jobs. They have just enough money to meet their normal monthly
expenses, and experience shortfall when emergencies such as illness or necessary car repairs occur. We are doing our best to follow Christ’s directive to
feed his sheep. We are very grateful to FUMC for your ongoing support.

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist,
Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed
to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

Please keep these people in your prayers
Alison Belvins
Roselyn Lykken
Dennis Smith
Dorothy Krug
Agnes Harris

Joy Stanley
Dennis Jones
Steve Ray
Connie Spagenburg

Liz Ellett
Gail Smith
Terry Partridge
Don White
Jimmy Neece

Pumpkin Patch Starts
Saturday, October 12, 2019
We are looking for volunteers for the Pumpkin Patch.
Please call the office or
sign up on the sign up sheet in the narthex (the gathering area).
christlutheran-lj.org
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October
Serving in Worship
Reader

October 6, 2019

October 13, 2019

David Lykken

Betty Massey

Jose Saavedra

Ushers
Greeter

Esther Braden

Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Patty Northam

Musician

Mary Morgan

Mary Morgan

Charlotte Braden

Mary Morgan

Jose Saavedra

Esther Braden

October 20, 2019

October 27, 2019

Sandy Wand

Sandy Naill

Sandy Wand

Charlotte Braden

Agnes Harris

Mary Morgan

$ Counters

Reader
Ushers
Greeter
PPT Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Altar Guild Team for October Jean’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.
The Tidings
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Sun

6

Mon

7

Worship
9:00AM
Home Group
6:00PM

13

14

Worship
9:00AM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life
11:30PM

Tiki 6:30PM

Lunch Bunch
11:00AM

Pumpkin
Patch Small
Item Setup
8:00-12ish

8

9

10

11

12

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life
11:30PM

Unloading
Pumpkins
4:00-7:00

Pumpkin
Patch Official
Starts

15

16

17

18

19

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life
11:30PM

24

25

26

Book Club
10:00AM
20

21

Worship
9:00AM
Council

22

23

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life
11:30PM

29

30

Meeting
2:00PM

27

28

31

Worship
9:00AM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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