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Faith—it does not make things easy it makes them possible. 

Luke 1:37 
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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . . 

 

We rarely think of things that happened 500 years ago, and if we find anything that old, we 
usually think it should be stuck away in a museum somewhere. But something very signifi-
cant happened 500 years ago this October. 

 

Martin Luther presented his “95 Theses” for debate and discussion among scholars and church lead-
ers. His main point topic revolved around the church’s sale of indulgences, that supposedly would 
grant individuals a shorter time of suffering after death while in the “holding area” called 
“purgatory,” between heaven and hell. 

 

The meaning of an “indulgence” often puzzled me. A little historical research reveals that the church had fallen 
back into what Nadia Bolz-Weber terms the “sin accounting business.” Persons must balance every wrong-doing 
with some form of repentance and retribution. Unforgiven sins at the time of death resulted in the person languish-
ing for a time in that place called purgatory. 

 

The pope supposedly could “indulge” himself and offer special dispensation for certain contrite acts. These acts 
gradually evolved from participating in a crusade to viewing relics (like the bones of the dead disciples) to making a 
pilgrimage to Rome to eventually paying money, which the pope garnished for building his spectacular St. Peter’s 
basilica in Rome. 

 

Through his studies of the Bible, driven by his strong need to find relief from the damning punishment of a sternly 
critical and ever-judgmental God, Martin Luther discovered that Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection at East-
er assures us we belong to God, without suffering or payment on our part. Therefore, God does not operate a sin 
accounting business. God never has. 

 

In protest of indulgences, Luther felt compelled to write things like:  

Christians should be taught that those who give to the poor are better than those who receive a pardon. The 
one who spends money on indulgences instead of relieving want receives not the indulgence of the 
pope but the indignation of God. 

If the pope does have power to release anyone from Purgatory, why in the name of love does he not abolish 
Purgatory by letting everyone out? If for the sake of miserable money he released uncounted souls, why 
should he not for the sake of most holy love empty the place? 

Why doesn't the pope build the basilica of St. Peter's out of his own money? He is richer than Croesus. He 
would do better to sell St. Peter's and give the money to the poor folk who are being fleeced by the 
hawkers of indulgences. 

 

This call to recover God’s grace as revealed through Jesus brought re-
form, along with great upheaval and division in the church, but it even-
tually led to Christians affirming the power and the beauty of God’s 
unconditional love. Now 500 years later, we still re-form ourselves, 
away from the sin accounting business and into 
the ministry of God’s grace.  

 

 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 

Since all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God; they are now justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the re-

demption that is in Christ Jesus. Ro-

mans 3:23-24 
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Worship & Music Notes 

Our growing season continues awhile longer. The teaching time of Jesus, with a harvest 
of parables, gives us pause to reflect on the lessons. Water your garden of faith during 
Pentecost, “The Growing Season” of our church year, through November. 

 

Oct. 1st. Matthew 21:23-32. Actions speak louder than words. One son told his father he’d help 
in the fields, but didn’t. The other son said he wouldn’t work in the fields, but did. In this parable, 
Jesus also spoke of prostitutes and tax collectors going before others into God’s kingdom. God’s 
mercy, God’s grace and forgiveness are for all.  

 

Oct. 8th. Matthew 21:33-46. Today, we hear Jesus’ parable of the landowner who planted a vine-
yard, and let it out to vine-growers and went abroad. When vintage season came, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to collect what was due him. The servants were beaten and some killed. 
After a second set of servants were also killed, he sent his son, thinking they would respect him. 
He, too, was killed. Of course, Jesus was referring to himself. He also told the parable of the cor-
nerstone which the builders rejected. This made the Pharisees furious. Yet, they were afraid to 
arrest Jesus because the people looked on him as a prophet. 

 

Oct. 15th. Matthew 22:1-14. Jesus’ parable tells of a king who 
planned a wedding banquet and invited many guests. He sent his 
servants to summon the guests, who obviously had made other 
plans and turned down the king’s invitation. Eventually, the king sent 
his servants into the streets to invite anyone and everyone, good 
and bad, alike. One of the guests was not properly attired for a wed-
ding, so the king had his servants send him out into the dark. Then 
Jesus ended his message with “For though many are invited, few 
are chosen.” 

 

Oct. 22nd. Matthew 22:15-22. Again, the Pharisees tried to trap Jesus. They baited him with the 
question of allegiance and paying taxes to Caesar. Jesus responded that we should pay to Cae-
sar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. His answer took them by surprise. 

 

Oct. 29th. John 8:31-36. In speaking to those who believed in him, 
Jesus told them that they were indeed his disciples and they would 
know the truth and the truth would set them free. As descendants of 
Abraham, they said they had never been in slavery. Yet, Jesus told 
them that they had all been slaves to sin. And again, he repeated that 
“If the Son sets you free, you will indeed be free.”  
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN 

 

September has been a busy month for Society of St. Stephen.  Our clients often live 
from paycheck to paycheck.  When disaster strikes, whether it is in the form of an 
unexpected illness, a car breaking down, or a hurricane, they need assistance.   
Some  of our clients evacuated for Hurricane Harvey.  Evacuation cost them extra 
money, even as they were not getting paid for time missed from work.   

 

One lady who lives in Freeport evacuated from the threat of Hurricane Harvey.  Her 
apartment manager was willing to work with residents, and waived late fees, but she 
had missed work due to evacuating and realized that she would be short of funds to 
pay her bills.  She was proactive and called us before her rent was due.  Her rent 
was $850.  We were able to assist her with $200, our limit for rent assistance.  She 
had money to pay toward her rent, but still could not pay all of her rent.  We con-
tacted River of Hope.  They also helped her, so with money from her next paycheck, 
she was able to pay her entire rent.  She said that with this assistance, she would be 
able to meet all of her expenses the next month! 

 

Your support of Society of St. Stephen enables our organization to serve as the 
hands of feet of Jesus! 

Worship Opportunities 

We have sign-up sheets on a table in the gathering area. 

It’s a guessing game for Mary, our secretary, to assign the folks needed to help worship services 
flow as they should. You know your schedule better than anyone else. Please look over these op-
portunities and sign up (as we do for potluck, Camp Hope, Pumpkin Patch). If you’d be comforta-
ble being a reader, but perhaps hesitant to help with Communion, that’s fine. Just let Pastor know 
and that issue can be quickly resolved. And, do stretch and grow! Try something you’ve not done 
before.  The “veterans” will be happy to lend a hand.  We are to love and serve, and here’s a per-
fect opportunity! 

Bread for Life Study Group 

 

Bread for Life Study Group began in January, 2000. 

If you can’t make it to Sunday School, but would like to learn more from the Bible, join us! 

 

We meet Wednesdays from 11:30 – 12:30, in the church library. 

October discussions will be from Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, Romans and from Philippians. 
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Oct 1 John Bloomhuff 

  

Oct 3 Aus�n Hughes 

  

Oct 5 Dorothy Rayburn 

  

Oct 8 Estelle Brubaker 

 Michaele Gregory 

 Sharon White 

  

Oct 9 Susan Brown 

 Gene Reynolds 

  

Oct 11 Ginger Furlow 

 Rod West 

  

Oct 12 Todd Hughes 

  

Oct 15 Kathy Sims 

 Be,ye Jo Stoerner 

  

Oct 16 Eli Ma,eck 

  

Oct 19 Ma,hew Bloomhuff 

  

Oct 20 Carey Blackman 

  

Oct 27 Carrie Baker 

  

Oct 28 Glenda Chambless 

 Debbie Smith 

 Shane Pirtle 

  

Oct 29 George Warren 

Oct 30 Kourtney Gregory 

Oct 31 David Disisto 

  

  

Fall into playing Tiki.  We will be playing Thursday, 
October 5 at 6:30 pm .  Please bring a snack to 

share.  

  All are welcome! 

Virtual Pet Blessing this this Sunday, Oct 1st, at 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship! 

 

Send your pictures to the office this week for inclusion in the ser-
vice. You may also bring a printed picture to worship with you  

We are having a Reformation 500 Bookstore! 

  

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast ap-
proaching! Do you want to learn more about Martin 
Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? 
Do you want to reflect on the ongoing impact of the 
Reformation today? Stop by our Reformation 500 

Bookstore to shop for engaging books on the Reformation for readers 
of all ages and interests! Save up to 50% plus receive free shipping on 
all Bookstore titles. 

  

You can get fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your 
family. Discover a variety of resources on the Reformation for readers 
of all ages. 

 

Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing min-
istry of the ELCA. The books will include bestselling biographies like 
Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the European Reformations, 
a graphic novel for young readers, and primary sources from The An-
notated Luther series.  
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THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING! 

 

 

 

The pumpkins are coming! Friday, October 13th is the scheduled delivery of our pumpkins for the 
2017 Great Pumpkin Patch.  We can use everyone’s help unloading, because while not everyone 
is up to handling the big pumpkins, we have small pumpkins to arrange, gourds to stock on the 
carts and sales to make.  Folks usually show up and start buying as soon as they see pumpkins 
coming off the truck.  Invite your friends and neighbors to come help; because this is more than a 
fundraiser for Christ Lutheran Church, it’s a community event.   

 

Truck Unloading:  

Sometimes the truck arrives early, so please watch you emails or the church's Facebook page for 
updates.  The patch will provide pizza and water for the volunteers.  We are inviting high school 
service organizations, scouts and other churches, as well as the community, to join us.  Invite 
your friends!  Make it a party! 

 

We could  use donations of water and sodas to sell.  This years charities are:  Society of St. Ste-
phen for pumpkin sales and Live Oak clinic for cookies and drinks.  
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Patch Setup Team Needed Saturday, October 7th at 9 AM.  Your help is needed, and we could 
use a truck with a low trailer to move benches and bean bag games to the patch.  Many hands 
make light work and are welcome to set up the story corral fence and the photo displays.  Bring 
gloves, pliers or channel locks, big hammers and a cheerful spirit.  It is always fun seeing the 
patch spring into life. 

 

Patch Shift Sign up: 

Please check the poster in the narthex and find a couple shifts where you can come meet the 
community, enjoy the fall weather and sell a couple hundred pumpkins.  The shifts are ~3.5 hours 
and if each member took about 4 shifts, we'd just about have it all covered.  It's a lot of fun and not 
too difficult, so come be a part of this community ministry. 

 

If you are interested in helping with this (especially if you have a truck and trailer) please let Kathy 
Sims know.  

 

Kathy cell: 979-236-3504; email: sims7572@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

In the Council’s review of the CLC constitution, it was apparent a critical part of our ministry has 
been neglected of late. For that reason, a new Mutual Ministry Committee has been appointed 
by Council as defined by our congregation’s constitution. It’s purpose is to be the liaison be-
tween the people, the people and the pastor, as well as between the pastor and the people, 
striving to nurture good will and communication in all facets of congregational life. By the con-
stitution’s requirements, the committee consists of Pastor Paul, Betty Massey (Vice President 
of Council), Dan Wand and Jean Warren (Council members), Mary Morgan and Steve Gluck 
(Congregation members.) You are encouraged to direct your questions, concerns, and sugges-
tions to any of the members of the committee, who will be meeting regularly to oversee the life 
of our church family.  
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            Martin Luther –  
												THE	IDEA	

																																						THAT	CHANGED	THE	WORLD	

 

Join the discussion as we explore the 500th Anniversary of 
the beginning of the Protestant Reformation.  

 

We will view and discuss the PBS documentary special 
"Martin Luther - the Idea the Changed the World." Following 
9:00 a.m. worship every Sunday in October for an hour, 1015-
11:15 a.m. 
 

Invite your friends and family to join you! 

                                                                                           +   +   + 

Re-Framing Scripture 
Examining	the	Bible	Through	Art	

Mon,	Oct	2nd	–	7:00-8:30	p.m.	

Join us for a small-group Bible study, exploring the liturgical calendar through art.  

 

For the season of the Sundays after Pentecost, 
we will consider the parable of "the unforgiving 
servant," through pen and ink sketches by Swiss 
artist Eugene Burnand (1850-1921).  

  Pat Soledade will lead the discussion.                             
You can read the parable in Matthew 18:21-35. 

                                              Invite your friends to join you! 

 

 

 

 

                 Reformation Books! 

In honor and celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Augsburg Fortress publish-
er has sent us a sampling of books for all ages and depth of learning and reflection. These books 
will be on display in the gathering area for a few weeks. During this time, you may purchase any 
of these books at 50% off. A group order will be sent in at the end of our display time. Another 
opportunity is here for you to deepen your faith, gather more understanding of what we believe 
and how we believe in the freedom of the gospel. Thank you Brother Martin and Augsburg For-
tress! 
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BCRecoverTogether is moving ahead with the Mud-Out Hub. 

  

For three consecutive weeks beginning Thursday, Sept.28, we will meet at Grace Bible Church 
in Clute (behind Whataburger on Dixie), Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, at 8 AM, to go mud-
out homes. More information is forthcoming on volunteering. 

  

Our biggest need is for Mud-Out Crew Leaders who can direct a team of volunteers. Currently, 
we have four leaders and we are limiting our work based on their number. 

  

Contact Pastor Scott McKay, 979.236.3581, if you or someone you know can either lead a crew 
or wants to be trained to lead one. 

  

The sign-ups will contain all the information needed on the when, the where, and the what to 
bring. If you would like to be a part of one of those teams you can sign up here: http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4aaeab29a7fc1-west http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080b4aaeab29a7fc1-brazosport1  

 
Copyright © 2017 BC Recover Together, All rights reserved. 
These are people who are partnering in the relief effort. 
 
Our mailing address is: 

BC Recover Together 

PO Box 3220 

Freeport, TX 77542 

Home Group  
Home Group, Oct 22, 6:00  

at the Rayburns!!!  We are leaving THE FAITH 
CLUB for a month while we celebrate  

The Reformation with Brauts,  
and other favorite German food and libations.  
  Of course, we will talk about Martin!! Join us!! 

Cadelyn Bennett Dennis Jones Daniel Mendoza Leota Romine Patty Walker 

Alison Blevins Joe Jones David Naill Doris Schwank   

Liz Ellett Dorothy Krug Jimmy Neese Dennis Smith   

Leon Giese Barb Lundahl Steve Ray Gail Smith   

Agnes Harris Roselyn Lykken Dorothy Rayburn Joy Stanley   
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Mental Health Resources In The Wake Of Hurricane Harvey 
A natural disaster, such as Hurricane Harvey, can be deeply traumatizing for those who live 
through it, for those who respond to it, and for those who know someone directly affected by it. 
It’s critical that we take care of ourselves, our loved ones, and our communities when disaster 
strikes. This includes addressing mental health needs and responding to trauma in a way that fa-
cilitates both short-term and long-term wellness and recovery. 

If you find that you are unable to reach your local resources, you can always contact us at 
NAMI Texas office for assistance. Our number is (512) 693-2000 and our regular business 
hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST on Monday through Friday. If we’re not in when you call, 
please feel free to leave a voicemail for any of our staff and we will get back with you 
shortly. 

For those displaced by Hurricane Harvey, a helpful general list of resources – such as shelter, 
food, flood claim assistance, and real-time flood information can be found here. There is also in-
formation on how to help those affected by Hurricane Harvey: 
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/08/28/hurricane-harvey-relief-efforts-how-help/ 

Disaster Distress Helpline 

The Disaster Distress Helpline, 1-800-985-5990, is a 24/7, 365-day-a–year, national hotline dedi-
cated to providing immediate crisis counseling for people who are experiencing emotional dis-
tress related to any natural or human-caused disaster. This toll-free, multilingual, and confidential 
crisis support service is available to all residents in the United States and its territories. Stress, 
anxiety, and other depression-like symptoms are common reactions after a disaster. Call 1-800-
985-5990 or text TalkWithUs to 66746 to connect with a trained crisis counselor. 

NAMI Helpline 

The NAMI HelpLine is a free service that provides information, referrals and support to people 
living with a mental health condition, family members and caregivers, mental health providers and 
the public. The NAMI HelpLine can be reached Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., ET. The 
number is 1-800-950-NAMI (6264) 
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Squeaky Massey 

Bingo Massey 

Winky Massey 

Bubba, Bingo and 
Rosie Massey Gus and Gertie Warren 

Lucy Morgan 

Cotton Northam 

Rosie Massey 

Stevie Geisler 

Camilla and Kataya Drake 

Chloe and Biscuit 

Siegfried Jessop 

Brunnhilde Jessop 

Wotan Jessop 

Missy 
Aires 

Misty 

Tiny Tim 

Sugar Lump Reynolds 

Jaz Tetlow 
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  Sunday, October 1st Sunday, October 8th 

Readers Betty Massey Sandy Wand 

Ushers 
Floyd Ellington Donna Tetlow 

Don White Floyd Ellington 

Greeters Margaret Janke Diane Tweedle 

Ppt Tech Jean Warren Kathy Sims 

Alter Guild Jean Warren Jean Warren 

M Counters 
Betty Massey Sandy Wand 

Karen Dettloff Jean Warren 

Musician Mary Morgan Sandy Naill 

  Sunday, October 15th Sunday, October 22nd 

Readers David Lykken David Lykken 

Ushers 
Donna Tetlow Donna Tetlow 

Floyd Ellington Bob Drake 

Greeters Margaret Janke Louise Drake 

Ppt Tech Jose Saavedra Dave McCrery 

Alter Guild Jean Warren Jean Warren 

M Counters 
Donna Tetlow Jean Warren 

Betty Massey Agnes Harris 

Musician Linda Pirtle Sandy Naill 

  Sunday, October 29th Sunday, November 19 

Readers Susan Geisler Ernest Clark 

Ushers 
Donna Tetlow   

Floyd Ellington Bob Drake 

Greeters Mary Timeaus   

Ppt Tech   Dave McCrery 

Alter Guild Jean Warren   

M Counters 
Dan Wand   

Bob Drake   

Musician     
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
Worship, 9:00 AM 
Christian Education, 
10:30 AM 
 
Adult Discussion 
Group 

2 
Reframing the 
Scripture Dis-
cussion Group, 
7:00 PM 

3 
Boredom 
Busters, 
12:00 Pm– 
2:00 PM 

4 
Bread for Life, 
11:30 AM 
Adult Choir, 
6:30 PM 

5 
Tiki, 6:30 PM 

6 
Lunch 
Bunch, Bri-
an’s BBQ, 
11:00 AM 

7 
Patch Setup, 
9:00 AM—
Help needed 

8 
Worship, 9:00 AM 
Christian Education, 
10:30 AM 
 
Adult Discussion 
Group 

9 
Servant Minis-
try, 9:00 AM 
 

10 
Boredom 
Busters, 
12:00 Pm– 
2:00 PM 

11 
Bread for Life, 
11:30 AM 
Adult Choir, 
6:30 PM 

12 13 
Pumpkins 
Arrive, 4:00 
PM 

14 

15 
Worship, 9:00 AM 
Christian Education, 
10:30 AM 
 
Adult Discussion 
Group 

16 17 
Church 
Council Mtg, 
7:00 PM 
Boredom 
Busters, 
12:00 Pm– 
2:00 PM 

18 
Bread for Life, 
11:30 AM 
Adult Choir, 
6:30 PM 

19 20 21 

22 
Worship, 9:00 AM 
Christian Education, 
10:30 AM 
 
Adult Discussion 
Group 
 
Eagle C of H, 1-5PM 
 
Home Group, Ray-
burns Home, 6:00 
PM 

23 
 

24 
Boredom 
Busters, 
12:00 Pm– 
2:00 PM 

25 
Bread for Life, 
11:30 AM 
Adult Choir, 
6:30 PM 

26 27 

 

28 

29 
Worship, 9:00 AM 
Christian Education, 
10:30 AM 
 
Adult Discussion 
Group 

30 31 
Boredom 
Busters, 
12:00 Pm– 
2:00 PM 

Nov 1 
Bread for Life, 
11:30 AM 
Adult Choir, 
6:30 PM 

Nov 2 
Tiki, 6:30 PM 

Nov 3 
Lunch 
Bunch, 
11:00 AM, 
Location—
TBD 

Nov 4 

Pumpkin Patch all week 

Pumpkin Patch all week 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr…...  clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary…..Mary  Gibson….. clcoffice@sbcglobal.net 

 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Thur…..8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Missionaries 

Lancelot Themba & Kewena Rebecca Mkhabela 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

    

    

The Hands of ChristThe Hands of ChristThe Hands of ChristThe Hands of Christ    

Worshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning Serving    

TogetherTogetherTogetherTogether    

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Christian Education 10:30 AM 

 

 

 

 


