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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
Last month we remembered that “stewardship” starts with God and God’s loving acts.
God creates us, as well as everything and everyone we see around us. God sends
us with gracious love to care for our neighbor, as well as for the creation.
We look at stewardship in our congregation in three steps: 1) our renewed commitment to God and to serving God’s mission through the
church; 2) our abilities, knowledge, skills, and time that we use to fulfill
the first step; and 3) our financial resources that we use to fulfill both
of the other steps.
Last month we also considered expanding our focus from a narrow preoccupation
with self (me/us) to something much broader (all of us – and ultimately to God)? Considering that first step – renewing our commitment to God – can break us out of this
finite vision to appreciate and celebrate much of the wonder withing us and around
us.
As we re-ground of our faith, our trust, in the God of life and love, we commit ourselves in faith to participate in God’s church. With this foundation, we can move on to
Steps Two and Three and use all that we have to live out our calling in confidence
and hope.
Step Two involves offering our selves to God. Start by making a
list of your skills and abilities, your main passions and things you
enjoy doing. On what things do you consider yourself pretty
knowledgeable? How might you use your knowledge and skills
and passions to support God’s mission through the church, especially through this congregation?
Also, what do you enjoy about our congregation?
What could we improve? How would you like to be involved in the congregation? What could you offer the
help the congregation move forward in the future?
In early December we will move the Step Three and
combine all three parts of our stewardship process.
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18).
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor
christlutheran-lj.org
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WE WORSHIP TOGETHER!
We continue our new “normal” and we need your participation as:
USHERS: If you’ve ushered before or never have, Ronnie Tweedle will help you get going.
LIVE READERS: may be asked to read different components of the worship service, there at
the altar, just like we once did. You will be advised ahead of time.
VIRTUAL READERS: will continue to read as Pastor Paul asks for video participation.
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Now that we are increasing the number of participants, yet are
still using the same method of distribution, we need two people to assist.
MONEY COUNTERS: If you’re a veteran at this, you are now needed! If you’d like to learn,
you will be trained (and it’s easy) by a veteran.
And, we thank you for your participation in all ways!
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Worship & Music Notes
This year’s readings focused on the gospels of Mark and John.
November brings the last of Pentecost season and welcomes the new church
year in Advent. We begin “Year C” in our Revised Common Lectionary, the Year
of Luke, who’s believed to be a traveling companion of St. Paul.
Nov. 7th. All Saints. John 11:32-44. Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death
and weeping will be no more. We give thanks for the saints we’ve
known on life’s journey. We miss them, but we rejoice with them.

Nov. 14th. Mark 13:1-8. Throughout time, the world has been
through terrible times, and today’s world is no different. In the
last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning
trials that were to come upon them and upon the world. He
exhorts the listener: Do not be alarmed. Although it is difficult,
we rest in God’s peace among us and spread that peace
wherever we go. Amen!

November 21st. Christ the King! John 18:3-37. In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of
exercising power through force or with love. We chronicle the
life of Jesus as Messiah. He is nothing like an earthly king, as
his authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness,
and those who recognize the truth turn their hearts to listen to
him. His is the nonviolent victory of love.

November 28th. 1st Sunday of Advent. Luke 21:25-36.
With God’s people throughout time, we eagerly await the
coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second
coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. Thus,
begins the new church calendar. We wait expectantly.
Come, Lord Jesus.
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Thanksgiving Favorites
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