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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .  

 

We have changed a lot of our behaviors during this pan-

demic. The restrictions, which we all experience, can eas-

ily drive us inward and leave us isolated in some unwant-

ed ways. We have given up many of our favorite activi-

ties and missed full contact with a lot of family and 

friends. We may even feel more distant and isolated from 

God and our church. 

 

One thing remains constant, no matter what else happens. God has not given up. God has not 

forgotten or ignored us. Consider a few words from Scripture: 

“Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 

I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” Isaiah 41:10  

“They shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us.’" Matthew 1:23b 

““For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, 

to give you a future and a hope” Jeremiah 29:11 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 
“I can do all things through one who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13  

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not 

give up.” Galatians 6:9  

 

So, with all the things we have to give up or forego or wait a while to get back to, never give 

up on God! In fact, give thanks that God continues with us, even if not in many obvious ways. 

Live out of a core of gratitude, thankful for each day and moment.  

 

Crisis can bring out the best in people. These times can remind us why we need to celebrate 

every day and share our love with family, neighbors, and friends, as well as how we need to 

take care of ourselves, our communities, and our planet. 

 

Researchers of physical and mental health have consistently found that 

practicing gratitude helps make you feel better psychologically during this 

crisis, and it can also help your physical health in response to respiratory 

infection and in general. People practicing gratitude have stronger immune 

systems, are more stress-resistant, complain less about aches and pains, 

have lower blood pressure, exercise more, take better care of themselves, sleep better, and feel 

more refreshed on waking. They report more positive emotions, are more alert, report feeling 

more joy and pleasure, more optimism and happiness. Gratitude requires us to recognize how 

other people have supported and affirmed us.  
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Our shelves have so many good selec�ons! Bible Studies, Devo�onals, Spiritual 

Growth, Chris�an Fic�on, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more. 
 

You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote some �me to, and let 

God’s word, in many different forms, feed your soul.  
 

There are many children’s books, too, if you have young ones who will be in your midst this holiday sea-

son. These books really need to be read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed! 

 

Besides thankfulness for God’s presence and support, think of at least 

three other things for which you want to give thanks today. Maybe you 

want to start with loved ones, family and friends who may be distant but 

are still always there. You can add the frontline healthcare workers who 

put their own safety at risk to care for total strangers and the researchers 

who have devoted their lives to preventing and addressing pandemics 

like this one, simply because that’s what they do. Add some more of 

your own! 

 

And plan now to renew your commitment to Christ and God’s mission in the world, even (or 

especially) in this time of ongoing anxiety and uncertainty. Begin your thinking and decisions 

based in God’s unfailing love for you and for the world. Think about what resources you can 

apply to serving Christ in your daily life. Think beyond money, and include time and skills 

and special interests. Then also plan for contributing out of the abundance of God’s gifts, how 

you want to financially support God’s work through the ministry of our congregation. 

 

God’s peace, 

 

 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 
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Check your email lists! 

Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address: 

CLCPastor2019@gmail.com 

Don’t forget we have some household supplies 

up here if you need any. Just contact the church 

office @ 979-297-2013 

Advent and Christmas in the time of Covid 

 

Council, Worship and Music, Fellowship and others are working to put 

together the best plans we possibly can for this wonderfully special 

season. So far, we will try to find a good Advent devotional which can 

be enjoyed virtually.  
 

Christmas Eve isn’t Christmas Eve without a celebration in our worship 

space. We may seriously consider offering multiple services in order to 

accommodate those who would like to attend in person.  More on that 

as we learn from your input and preferences. 
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Society of St. Stephen Wreath Sale 

 

Society is accepting orders for the 22 inch fresh 

wreaths from the Pacific Northwest.  

They are nice gifts for family, friends, 

and clients.  

 
Profits from your purchase assist families in the Brazosport (BISD) area with  

utility and electric expenses. 
Society of St. Stephen is supported by Chapelwood Methodist, Christ Lutheran, and  

First United Methodist Churches. 

 

Wreaths arrive the week after Thanksgiving for pick up 
curbside at Chapelwood Methodist Church, or you may have 

wreaths shipped directly to recipients. 

 

Wreaths picked up locally are $30. 

Wreaths sent directly to recipients are $45. 

 

Please order online by choosing the link below.  

https://bit.ly/32Y0puJ 

 

Payment by check or credit card. NO CASH accepted this year. 

Checks payable to: Society of St. Stephen 
Mail to: Chapelwood United Methodist, 300 Willow Drive, Lake Jackson, or First Unit-
ed Methodist, 404 Azalea, Lake Jackson, TX 77566                                                        

To pay by Credit Card: Choose the link https://bit.ly/PayViaFUMC-LJ 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our mission to help those in need. 

 



christlutheran-lj.org  6 

 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q 

Quarterly Devotionals are on the  

counter in the office. 

October, November, December  
 

Christ in our Home and The Word in Season 

devotionals for the last quarter are available 

They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good 

food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. 

They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well 

in a pocket or purse. 

Random Thoughts 

No doubt we have been missing one another and 

keeping up with each other as we have done in 

the past. If there’s someone you’ve been wonder-

ing about, give them a call or send them an email. 

Denise should have the latest contact infor-

mation if you need help. We must say, it’s been 

wonderful (in the truest sense of the word) to 

see Jimmy Neece coming to church! Whether in 

the pews our in our hearts, our Christian sense 

of belonging holds firm to one another. Prayer is 

powerful. Pray for one another. 

1. B. Massasoit 

2. C. Mayflower 

3. B. Horn of plenty 

4. A. 1924 

5. C. Felix the Cat 

6. D. Christopher 
Jones 

7. D. Mexico 

8. C. Poults 

9. A. Gimbels 

10. C. Wampanoag 

11. A. October 

12. B. 3 

Answers to Thanksgiving Trivia 
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11/1 Maurice Marks 

11/6 James Waldrop 

11/8 Allie Callaway 

11/10 Haley Hughes 

11/17 Mary Darnell 

11/18 Sharon Reynolds 

11/18 Don Schwank 

11/19 Jean Warren 

11/24  Barbara Lundahl 

11/26 Jose Saavedra 

11/27 Betty Marshall 

11/29 Mark Jessop 

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 20th year! 
 

Although we are still not gathering in person, here are the Epistles for  
November if you’d like to further your Bible study and knowledge  

through Paul’s letters.  

 

Nov. 1st. 1 Thess. 2:9-13. Paul uses paternal imagery to depict the guidance and 

encouragement he provided to the people of Thessalonica. They received from 

Paul the word of God which energizes their faith. 

 

Nov. 8th. 1 Thess. 4:13-18. Paul reassures the Thessalonians with words of hope 

that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting lift with Christ.  

 

Nov. 15th. 1 Thess. 5:1-11. Paul talks about the end times and encourages all to 

live faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day of Christ’s coming. It 

was true in his letter to the Thessalonians and it is true for us today. 

 

Nov. 22nd. Ephesians 1:15-23. God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power 

in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the 

church and the universe, now and forever. 

 

Nov. 29th. 1st Sunday of Advent. 1 Cor: 1:3-9. Paul reminds the Corinthians how 

the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to 

strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.  [It was true then and is today!] 
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Society of St. Stephen 
 

It has been a very busy month for the volunteers at Society of St. Stephen.  
Although many people have been able to return to work, there are still many 
who remain unemployed or are working in jobs that pay less than those they 
had before the pandemic.   

 

We had 53 callers. We were able to assist 37 clients with either rent or utili-
ties.  Sixteen had to be denied for various reasons.  We are only able to help 
clients once per year.  For the last two months we have had two clients per 
month reach their lifetime limit of $1,000 of assistance, which would have 
been accrued over a span of more than five years.  Some clients had been 
able to obtain the money from other sources.  There remains a great deal of 
suffering here in the Brazosport area. 

 

We had a heartwarming experience this month that helps us realize that we 
are making a difference in the lives of people in this community. A lady 
called one of our volunteers and wanted to buy a Christmas wreath.  She 
said that several years ago she had an economic rough patch in her life, 
and called Society for assistance.  That had made an positive impact on her 
life, and she was delighted to be able to give back to our organization. Her 
phone call was much appreciated by our volunteer! 

 
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United 
Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church  
who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance  

to local people in need. 
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes    
November 2020 

It’s nice to have a choice. Praying it stays so!  
 

In this time of social distancing, some will choose to gather in person, others will stay in virtual mode 

until they choose to come.  Regardless of where you hear the word, here’s hoping that you will find 

time to read through the lessons below and find time for reflection and prayer. 
 

If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to help distrib-

ute communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the social distancing aspect 

of worship. The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones and we are grateful to have this op-

portunity to again come together—and you can help! 
 

Pentecost, the Growing Time is about over 

We will continue through November until Advent begins 
 

Nov. 1st. All Saints Day Matthew 5:1-12. All saints Day celebrates the baptized people of 

God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. No doubt, we have saints we love 

who’ve left this earthly realm as well as saints whose company we enjoy as we travel our 

own earthly journey. We give thanks for our saints! 

 

Nov. 8th. Matthew 25:1-13. Today we hear Jesus’ parable about the wise and 

foolish bridesmaids—some who kept their lamps burning and others who did-

n’t, while they waited for the bridegroom to arrive. When he arrived, those 

whose lamps were burning were invited in to the wedding banquet and the door 

closed. Jesus also makes it clear that we don’t know the hour, so be ready! 

 

Nov. 15th. Matthew 25:14-30. We continue on from last week’s gospel which also re-

flects the end times. A master went on a journey and entrusted three servants with differ-

ent amounts of gold. Two invested the master’s money and earned double the amount. 

One servant buried the bag of gold, and returned the bag to his master. The master was 

pleased with those who invested wisely, but disappointed with the one who did nothing 

and sent him out into the darkness. The moral of this parable is that we are to use God’s 

gifts wisely. What are our gifts and how do we return those gifts to God? 

 

Nov. 22nd. Christ the King. Matthew 25:31-46. We gather to celebrate the life of Jesus and the lessons he 

taught while with us. In the gospel for today, Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his sub-

jects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for 

him. 

The Season of Advent Begins! 
 

Nov. 29th. 1st Sunday of Advent. Mark 13:24-37. Stir up your power and come! (Psalm 80:2) 

This is a familiar theme in Advent. We await the second coming that we know will eventually 

happen when there will be no more sadness and suffering. And yet we await celebrating the 

first coming, foretold by the prophets, as scripture is fulfilled in a manger in the town of Beth-

lehem.  
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Answers on Page 6 
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Mark Jessop 

U.S. Air Force Intelligence  

1968—1972 
 

Duane Rayburn 

U.S. Army Infantry Sgt. E-5  

4th Division 

Vietnam Vet 1967—1968 

Bronze Star Recipient 
 

Sgt. Daniel Wand 

U.S. Army Reserves 

Private, 2005—2017 

U.S. Army National Guard 

2018—Present 
 

Pvt. Thomas Wand 

Dan Wands Father 
 

General Omar Bradley 

United States Army 

Commander and Chief  

1918—1981 
 

Robert “Bubba” Massey 

U.S. Marine Corp 

Staff Sgt. 

1955—1959 
 

Kenneth Miller 

U.S. Army Reserves 

Sgt. E-5 

1964—1992 

William “Bill” Barnes 

U.S. Army and U.S. Army Reserves 

World War II Stationed in Germany 

1944—1973 
 

Tait Leadford 

U.S. Army 

1995—1999 
 

Floyd Ellington 

U.S. Air Force 

Weapons Mechanic Sgt. on a fighter aircraft, 
stationed on Kunsan Air Base Korea  

1974—1978 
 

Paul Geisler, Sr. 

U.S. Army 

Served in Europe during WWII 

1943—1947 
 

Douglas Miller 

U.S. Air Force for 14 years 

U.S. National Guard for 12 years 

Retired as Master Sgt.—E7 

Participated in Noble Eagle, Operation Enduring 
Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom 

 

Oscar Weaver 

U.S. Navy 

Fireman 

Vietnam War 

Stationed on the USS Midway 



The Tidings  15 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com

   

Secretary…… Denise Green:  clcoffice2019@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

 

    

    

The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Services will also be posted on our Face-

book page, website, and emailed to you. 

 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


