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From the Pastor, to My Partners … 

 

We come now into the wonderful “Season of 

Giving,” a cheerful time of warm hearts and 

open generosity. I even started reading the book “Grateful,” a book by Diana 

Butler Bass. There I discovered something in common with the author: a reluc-

tance to sit down and write thank you notes. My wife Susan always takes the 

lead in answering even small acts of kindness with a personal note that often 

comes with home-baked cookies or some other thankful gift. The kids seem to 

have inherited their father’s limited capacity in this area. 

 

A 2014 study by the Pew Research Center asked, “How often 

do you feel a strong sense of gratitude or thankfulness?” Re-

sponses categories included “at least once a week, once or 

twice a month, several times a year, seldom, or never.” The 

results reported that 78% of Americans say they experience 

that strong sense of gratitude every week. If we do, we don’t often show it. 

 

As Bass points out, truly living in gratitude and thankfulness can be really hard! 

It involves much more that writing something on a card and sending it. We may 

aspire to showing appreciation, but I think we all stumble when we have to ad-

mit that someone else has done something worthy that we did not or could not 

do ourselves. 

 

Think of how many times we end up thinking 

things like “Someone else is taking everything” or 

“We will never get what we deserve.” We tend to 

crave something that ultimately does not fill us or 

fix us or make us forget our doubts an pain. We 

say we aspire to thankfulness, yet we live as if all 

the good stuff is preciously scarce or non-

attainable. How can St. Paul say, “Rejoice always, 

pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circum-

stances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you.” (1st Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
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 When we do offer thanks, we list those things that directly benefit us (“Thanks for the 
birthday gift.”), or we do so out of a sense of duty and obligation (“Yes, you have to 
write that ‘thank-you’ note.”) Bass calls us beyond this debt and duty thankfulness to a 
deeper sense of gratefulness for all of life.  

 

Here the hard work begins. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote from a Nazi prison camp, 

In normal life one is not at all aware that we always receive infinitely more 
than we give, and that gratitude is what enriches life. One easily overesti-
mates the importance of one’s own acts and deeds, compared with what we 
become only through other people. 

 

We need not point fingers or feel a load of shame dropped on us for our very human 
responses to God’s gifts. We can instead strive for a deeper sense of the abundance 
that the Creator has given and still provides, minute to minute, day to day. How God’s 
love continues to enfold every child of earth with abundant life, freely shared. “Life is 
an abundance of shard gifts,” Bass reminds us. We do not really achieve. We re-
ceive. We give to each other. We are grateful.” 

 

What a season we have come upon! What a great 
day God has provided! Now, go share … 

 

God’s peace, 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 

 

 

Meet Pastor Themba – December 2nd 

 

Pastor Lancelot Themba Mkhabela serves as the 
ELCA Madagascar, West and Central Africa Regional 
Representative. He will visit our congregation Sunday, 
December 2nd, where he will deliver the sermon at 
worship and hold a discussion of his ministry follow-
ing. Plan to be there!  
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Preliminary Report on the  

2018 Pumpkin Patch 
 

God blessed us with another excellent year at the 
pumpkin patch.  We lost about a day and a half to rain, but the week-
end weather was mostly good.  Two things that helped us recover from 
the lost days were: we had more total days of operation than last year; 
and Pumpkins USA raised the prices on some of the smaller pumpkins.  
Our total pumpkin sales for 2018 was $26,663.50 (our second-best 
year) and total snack sales was $1357.50.  Thanks to donations and 
Thrivent Action Team cards, our expenses were minimal.  Our share of 
the gross sales is 35% at this level, so we will get to keep $9,332.23.  
After the expenses are paid, and donations are determined, we will de-
cide the final profit distribution.  We should be able to make a substan-
tial donation to the Society of St. Stephen this year. 

 

On unloading day, God came through again with help from the commu-
nity:  students from Brazosport College and Brazoswood High School; 
Boy Scouts from Troops 311 & 325; folks from the Society of St. Ste-
phen; volunteers from Dignity Funeral Home and members of the com-
munity.  Even the truck drivers helped.   

 

We had roughly 440 children come for story time this year.  A few 
groups had to cancel due to the weather, but the ones that made it had 
a great time.  Thanks to all our faithful readers! 

 

Thank you to everyone who baked, bought, and brought cookies.  The 
cookie sales will go to Live Oak Clinic which provides non-urgent, pri-
mary healthcare for Brazosport residents who do not qualify for Medi-
care, Medicaid or CHIP and cannot afford private health insurance. 

The Society of St. Stephen is the charity selected for our pumpkin prof-
its this year.  This organization provides people “a helping hand up” 
with assistance on rent, utilities, prescriptions etc.  The Society has 
seen a significant upturn in requests for assistance and was basically 
out of funds (along with other community organizations they work in 
conjunction with).    

 

We have been unable to determine a solution to the bats in the blue 
storage shed.  A pest control company that came to give us an esti-
mate basically said if we did a bat exclusion on the blue shed, the bats 
would most likely move into the lawn/Scout shed since it has a lot of 
holes.  At this time, all the patch decorations, wagons, carts and will be 
stored elsewhere in rooms in the Life in Christ Center. 
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The following seven folks have graciously agreed to run for church council: 
 
Charlotte Braden - CLC member about 15 years, has served on council, servant ministry and fi-
nance committees, altar guild and Sunday school teacher.  Recently received Master's Degree in 
health care management and is a manager at Memorial Hermann. 
 
Liz Ellett - CLC member since 1955, has served in servant ministry, Bible studies, Sunday school 
teacher, and enjoys Boredom Busters and card games.  Learning dominoes. 
 
Agnes Harris - CLC member since 1980, has served on council, servant ministry and altar guild.  
Retired and helping her daughter now but was volunteer at Food Pantry, Library and Live Oak 
Clinic. 
 
Mary Morgan - CLC member since 1975, has served as pianist for both Sunday school and wor-
ship services, Sunday school teacher, worship and music committee, bread for life and church 
council. 
 
Sharon Reynolds - CLC member about 3 years after transferring from St Paul's in Freeport.  Has 
helped with the rummage sale, fish fry and altar guild and has worked on projects such as quilts 
for the needy and Project Graduation.  Member of Eastern Star. 
 
Jose Saavedra - CLC member since 1982 and has been involved in servant ministry, evangelism, 
Sunday school and is mowing coordinator.  Retired from Dow and now a market manager at Con-
necticut-based Osterman. 
 
Byron Sims - CLC member since 1990 and has been involved in church council, pumpkin patch 
and servant ministry.  Outside interests include Boy Scouts and retirement. 
 
Thank you to each candidate for agreeing to serve.  Five members will be elected at the 
 congregational meeting on Nov. 11. 

Congregational Meeting November 11th after Service  
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 Time to Shop for Christmas? 

Register an account at www.goodsearch.org, and list Christ 

Lutheran Church as your "cause." Once logged in, do your 

searches from that site, and our congrega�on will receive 1¢ 

for each search you make! Think how many �mes you use 

Google or Yahoo or Bing! Switch to Goodsearch, and send some money to the church! 

 

Related to Goodsearch. (There's a link on the Goodsearch site.) 

Just list Christ Lutheran Church Lake Jackson as you "cause." 

Register an account at www.goodshop.com. Access that ac-

count every �me you want to shop online, and check for retailer where you want to shop. 

You can find nearly every online retailer you might want, each offering various percentages 

back on your purchase. 

If you own STOCKS 

 

 – Now is a great time to make a donation. While the market is 

high, you can take full advantage of a tax-deductible donation 

to the church – or to any other non-profit organization. Our 

congregation sells any stock donated and applies the funds di-

rectly to ministry expenses 

Bake Sale November 18th   

Bring some treats to sell and money 
to buy 

No need to bake for Thanksgiving. 

Get your eats/sweets for good causes. 

 
Proceeds will benefit support/maintenance of Christ Lu-

theran and the Society of St. Stephen. 
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Tiki Time 
Give thanks for all our Tiki players, and we 

always welcome new players with this easy to 

learn game.  Sissy and Taylor will be defending 

their scores! 

Thursday, November 1 at 6:30 pm 

Bring a snack to share.  This will be a great op-

portunity to get rid of your leftover Trick or 

Treat candy.  Don't be a turkey.  Join us for an 

evening of fun. 

Boredom Busters  

Every Tuesday from  

12:30-2:30PM  

Boredom Busters meets every 
Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30.  If you 

like playing games, give it a 
try.  Some of the games played 

have been Uno  

Attack, Skip-Bo, Mississippi Roll, 
Mess with your Neighbor, Continen-

tal Gin, Spades, Mexican Train 
dominoes, and more.  We are al-

ways willing to learn a new 
game.  It's a fun and relaxing time  

11/1– Maurice Marks 

11/6– James Waldrop  

11/8– Allie Callaway 

11/10– Haley Hughes 

11/17– Mary Darnell  

11/18– Sharon Reynolds 

11/18– Don Schwank 

11/19– Jean Warren 

11/24– Barbara Lundahl 

11/26– Jose Saavedra 

11/27– Betty Marshall 

11/29– Mark Jesop  

 

   

Lunch Bunch Time 

Friday November 2nd at 11:00AM 

El Chico’s  

Yummy Food & Wonderful  

Fellowship 



christlutheran-lj.org  8 

 

 

 

   

Home Group will meet on November 4th, 6:00PM, at 
the Rayburn’s, 247 Chestnut.  

In October we watched- I Can Only  

Imagine. Rachel Emerick will lead a 
discussion on forgiveness and 

 redemption.  

Please keep these people in your 
prayers  

Alison Blevins    Maddie Bone   Liz Ellett   Agnes Harris   Verlene Heady 

Dorothy Krug    Barb Lundahl      Roselyn Lykken     Daniel Mendoza 

Jimmy Neece   Steve Ray    Dorothy Rayburn   Dennis Smith 

Gail Smith     Connie Spangenburg    Joy Stanley      Patty Walker 

 Servant Ministry meets the second Monday of the 
month at 9 am.   

Please give consideration to joining us as we not only 
plan and do many things, but we also have a very 

good time.  Come and be very welcomed to the com-
mittee.  There will be coffee! 

A big thank you to all who made our SOS Bake Sale a success.  $1,200 plus was 
raised for the Society of St. Stephen.  The organization was so 

appreciative of our efforts.  The Servant Ministry committee 
thanks all who bought, baked, donated and supported this im-

portant charity.  We are a giving congregation. 
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Take an ornament from the tree in the Gathering Area and provide a gift 
for a Brazoria County child in Protective Services. If you would rather 

someone from Servant Ministry does the shopping, put a check into one of 
the giving envelopes marked “CPS Kids.” 

 

Gifts need to be returned to the church by early December. 

 

Newly Baptized on November 
4th– Lincoln Monroe  

Worship Opportunities 

We have sign-up sheets on a table in the gathering area. 

Please look over these opportunities and sign up (as we do for potluck, Camp 
Hope, Pumpkin Patch). If you’d be comfortable being a reader, but perhaps hesitant 
to help with Communion, that’s fine. Just make a note in the square and a partner 
will be found for you. And, do stretch and grow! Try something you’ve not done be-
fore. The “veterans” will be happy to lend a hand.  We are to love 
and serve, and here’s a perfect opportunity! 

Annual Christ Lutheran Stewardship 
BBQ 

November 11-following the  

congregational meeting  
 

Join the family for a great meal of brisket, pulled pork, 
and all the trimmings provided by world (or at least 
CLC) famous pit master, Ronnie Tweedle! 

 

Check out the opportunities to help in the Gathering 
Area and sign up! 
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Eat Good for a Good Cause 

Purchase your $5 raffle squares to 
support our two charities. 

  

Society of St. Stephen 

and 

Church Support/Maintenance 

 
Purchase your raffle tickets for Eat Good for a Good Cause.  Funds raised will be di-
vided between the Society of St. Stephen and support/maintenance of Christ Lu-

theran Church.  At the church barbecue, ten lucky people will 
each win one great prize.  The squares will sell fast so make 

sure you purchase yours early.  The odds of winning are much 
better than the lottery, and you will be helping the two charities.  

 

The Society of St. Stephen is taking orders for fresh 

fir Christmas wreaths to be delivered here or sent as 

gifts.  All proceeds are used to help those in need 

with rent or utilities.  To order or for more infor-

mation, check with Betty Massey or Betty Marshall  
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes 

November, 2018 
 

The days are growing shorter and the days are getting cooler. Our “growing 
season” of Pentecost will end with Christ the King Sunday this month. 

 

 

Nov. 4th. All Saints Sunday. This year’s readings for All Saints Sunday have the 
most tears. Some are tears of happiness, as when the Lord will wipe away all tears 
Isaiah 25:6-9, and in our gospel John 11:32-44, Jesus weeps at 
Lazarus’ death before raising him. Today we celebrate the saints 
among us and our beloved saints who have gone before us.  

 

Nov. 11th. The widow’s mite. Our gospel reading, Mark 12:38-44, is a study in con-
trasts. Jesus admonished the proud and oppressive ways of the leaders of the day 
with the sacrifice, humility and devotion as demonstrated with a widow who had little 
to give, but did so in love.  

 

Nov. 18th. Jesus’ last week. Jesus again speaks to his disciples, warning of what 
lies ahead for him, for them, and for the rest of the world. Yet, he tells us not to be 
alarmed. In today’s world, it is hard not to be alarmed. So, what else can we do but 
take Christ at his Word, and let the Holy Spirit work in us daily. Let us be Christ’s 
hands and feet and work to make this world a better place in His name. 

 

Nov. 25th. He is the Alpha and the Omega. Today is Christ the King Sunday, the last 
Sunday in the church calendar. We celebrate his coming, his presence among us, his 
teaching, his love, his sacrifice and ultimately, his resurrection. There are some parts 
of his earthly story that we know little about, but the timeless lessons he taught dur-
ing his ministry are as relevant today as they ever were.  
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Looking Ahead!  

Tuesday, Nov. 6th, 6:00pm, in the Parlor. Worship & Music folks will gather to work on Advent and 
Christmas planning. This is a busy time of year, yet making worship meaningful and relevant is our 
ongoing focus. We welcome anyone to join us, and if you can’t, please give us your thoughts and 
ideas. Your input is more valuable than you can imagine!  Thank you for all you do! 

 

Dec. 2nd.  The First Sunday of Advent will be the beginning of Year C, the year of Luke. The gospel 
of Luke has some of the most treasured stories in the NT. So, grab your bible and begin reading 
Luke’s gospel. There are lovingly familiar things in the writings. 

 

The revised common lectionary follows Year A, Matthew, Year B, Mark, and 
Year C, Luke. John is frequently inserted into these three rotating years, which 
gives us ongoing instruction in all four gospels. Several mainstream denomina-
tions follow this rotating pattern, as do we. Many Christians are hearing the 
same lessons on any given Sunday. That’s worth thinking about! 

Spiritual Growth comes in many ways. Here are a few opportunities. 

 

Quarterly Devotional booklets, October, November, and December are now available 

 

If you enjoy the quarterly “Christ in Our Home” and “The Word in Season” please let 

us know if there were no more copies available when you went to pick one up. We can 

always order more for the next quarter. We used to have some left over—but happily, 

they’re all gone! Do we need more? 

These are brief daily devotionals that pack some good food for thought. 

Bread for Life Study Group 

Enhance your knowledge of the Bible and have a good time doing it! 

We have gathered since January, 2000. Some of the faces have changed, but our objectives have 
not.  We meet, Wednesdays, 11:30am – 12:30pm  in the church library.  We discuss 
the epistle reading for the upcoming Sunday.  Copies of the appropriate Daily Faith 
Practices, the second  reading are usually on the library table.  There is no leader, 
no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.  

Stolen from a friend on Facebook 

Y’all need to stop with this “bread is not good for you” foolishness. Jesus did not 
say I’m the broccoli of life. Nor did He say give us this day our daily kale. STOP IT! 

Jesus is life. Jesus is the bread of life. So, bread is life!!! 
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 Sunday, November 4th                         Sunday, November 11th 

Reader Betty Massey Jean Warren 

Ushers 
Floyd Ellington Bob Drake 

Duane Rayburn   

Greeter Esther Braden Jimmy Neece 

Ppt Tech Jean Warren  

Musician Sandy Naill Mary Morgan 

$ Counters Betty Massey/ Esther Braden Jean Warren/ Esther Braden  

 Sunday, November 18th Sunday, November 25th 

Reader Betty Massey Susan Geisler 

Usher   

Usher Ronnie Tweedle  

Greeter Agnes Harris   

PPT Tech Jean Warren  

Musician  Sandy Naill TBA  

$ Counters  Sandy Wand/ Julie Saavedra Betty Massey/ Bob Drake 

Altar Guild Team for November is Agnes’s  team.  

If you would like to be a part of the  

Altar Guild contact the Church Office:  

clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.  

Training is minimal. 

FYI 

A wheelchair is now available in the ushers closet for 

help coming in or out and also short-term loan. 
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November  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Tiki , 6:30PM 

2 

Lunch Bunch, 
11:00AM 

3 

 

4 

Worship, 
9:00AM 

5 6 

Boredom 
Busters, 
12:30PM 

Adult Choir  
6:30PM 

7 

Bread for Life, 
Library 
11:30AM 

 

8 9 10 

11 

Worship, 
9:00AM 

Steward-
ship BBQ  

12 

Servant  

Ministry 
Meeting, 
9:00AM 

13 

Boredom 
Busters, 
12:30PM 

14 

Bread for Life, 
Library 
11:30AM 

Adult Choir  
6:30PM 

15 16 17 

DartBall, 
2:00PM 

18 

Worship, 
9:00AM 

Council 
Meeting, 
2:00PM  

 

19 20 

Boredom 
Busters, 
12:30PM 

21 

Bread for Life, 
Library 
11:30AM 

Adult Choir  
6:30PM 

22 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

23 24 

25 

Worship, 
9:00AM 

26 27 

Boredom 
Busters, 
12:30PM 

28 

Bread for Life, 
Library 
11:30AM 

Adult Choir  
6:30PM 

29 30  
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86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

 

 

    

    

The Hands of ChristThe Hands of ChristThe Hands of ChristThe Hands of Christ    

Worshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning Serving    

TogetherTogetherTogetherTogether    

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


