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From the Pastor, to My Partners … 

 
Whenever folks talk about going back to some earlier “good ol’ 
days,” I wonder where they want to go. My grandparents grew up 
in Texas without air conditioning and without indoor plumbing, in 
some cases. Those were definitely simpler days, but I’m not sure 
that’s what I want to go back to. 
 
I can understand wanting to go back to pre-pandemic “normal” times. We’ve endured 
two years of restrictions for something we thought might last two weeks or possibly 
two months. Then I also remember a quote I read once from the ancient Greek phi-
losopher Heraclitus (about 500 BCE): “No one ever steps in the same river twice, for 
it’s not the same river, and you are not the same person.” We gained a similar insight 
from Marty McFee and Doc in the Back to the Future movies. 

 
With the future ahead of us, carrying us far beyond our past, we 
journey as new people in this new river we now flow with. Yet 
we are never totally new; our past has shaped us and made us 
who we are today, ready for the next steps.  
 

In his popular book on leadership Built to Last, James Collins says the core values 
and principles, the reasons a company exists, must be balanced with a willingness to 
change and grow in order to fulfill the mission. His words apply to us as persons as 
well as to us as the church. Of course the key to this approach lies in discerning and 
re-affirming our own core values and principles – those things which define us in any 
age, those things we want to keep and never want to change. 
 
Some of the covid limitations have lasting value, even if prac-
ticed at a less severe level. We learned to sing “Happy Birthday” 
through twice when washing hands. We gather in crowds and 
travel across the county with a more cautious and careful ap-
proach. My doctor says his neighbors no longer think of him as 
a “weirdo” when he cuts his grass wearing a mask. 
 
We flow forward into the future at church, also. Through the last two years, we have 
maintained our grounding as “the hands of Christ, worshiping, learning, serving – to-
gether.” We now sing without masks and have resumed kneeling, for those who pre-
fer and are able. Soon we will serve “real bread” from a baked loaf and pour wine 
from a common chalice. 
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We also discovered some new adventures along the way. God meets us where we 
are. As Jesus comes through locked doors, he can also come to our virtual worlds. 
We can conduct meetings and Bible discussions through video chats! And we can 
worship online!  
 

These online worship services have provided us a special blessing. 
We gathered through electronic means when we could not gather in 
person. Once we resumed  gathering at the church, we continued to 
include others who were not present, including some from our con-
gregation, many other folks across our community, former members 
who have moved to other places, friends and family members as far 
away as Ohio, Maryland, and Brooklyn. We have even received do-
nations from people who joined us online for worship. 

 
“Something old, something new” works for weddings, but also for us now. We contin-
ue to be who we have always been – God’s people of hope and new life. We continue 
to discover new ways to move forward loving God and loving our neighbors. 
 
God’s peace, 
Paul Geisler 
Pastor 
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Save the dates! 

Camp Hope 2022 
July 18-29 

 

Changemakers 
at Work 

Camp hope 
ConstruCtion 

 
Camper and Staff 

 
Coming this Summer 

 

Sunday School 
Summer Fun Days 

 
Special Events – 
Watch for details 

Coming soon! 
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The first 
Fellowship 

Event 
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Worship & Music Notes 
The Easter Season lasts for Seven Sundays including Easter Sunday, 

 

May 8th, 4th Sunday of Easter. John 10:22-30. Jesus re-
sponds to questions about his identity with the remarkable 
claim that He and the Father are one. Those who under-
stand this are his sheep; they hear and follow his voice 
and will never be snatched from his hand. 

 

May 15th-35.  5th Sunday of Easter. John 13:31. Jesus invites us to 
see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. He does this af-
ter washing their feet and speaking of what is to come. With such a 
demonstration of servanthood, we can do no less. 

 
May 22nd. 6th Sunday of Easter. John 14:23-29. As Jesus talks of re-
turning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all Jesus taught. 
The Spirit does the same for us each and every day. 
 

May 29th. 7th Sunday of Easter. John 17:20-26. Jesus prays that the 
life of his followers will be characterized and strengthened by an inti-
mate unity and identity with God. This passage is known as Jesus’ high 
priestly prayer. In reading this passage, one can feel the intensity of Je-
sus’ caring for us. 
 

June 5th begins the Season of Pentecost, which lasts until Advent begins. 
 

On Pentecost Sunday the altar is adorned in red. We recognize the wind and tongues 
of fire representing the Holy Spirit come to all, the world over. 
The usual color on the altar is green throughout the Pentecost season, which repre-
sents a growing time—especially for us! We hear parables, lessons, and Jesus’ 
teachings throughout his three years of his ministry.  
 

In addition to our regular Sunday 10:00 worship, we will have Saturday 5:00pm 
worship June 4th, July 2nd, and August 6th. Worship and Music is joining with 

Fellowship to offer worship along with Fellowship, Food, and Fun being together. 
Planning is still going on, but we think it’ll be a nice way to spend a bit of time togeth-
er after worship. 
 

During the summer months, Sunday lunch bunch  
will move to the 3rd Sunday of the month.  
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 

Worship 10:00 

2 3 

Boredom   
Busters 12:30 

4 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

5 6 7 

8 

Worship 10:00 

9 10 

Boredom   
Busters 12:30 

11 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

12 13 14 

15 

Worship 10:00 

 

 

16 17 

Boredom   
Busters 12:30 

18 

Book Club 9:30 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

19 20 21 

22 

Worship 10:00 

23 24 

Boredom   
Busters 12:30 

25 

Bread for Life 
11:00 

26 

BISD Last day 
of School 

27 28 

29 

Worship 10:00 

30 

 

 

Office Closed 

31 

Boredom     
Busters 12:30 

    

 

———————————–———————––——BISD STARR TESTING ————–————————————————— 

———————————–———————––——BISD STARR TESTING ————–————————————————— 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 
 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
   

Secretary…… Denise Green:  clcoffice2019@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 
 

 

 

 

 

The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Services will also be posted on our Face-
book page, website, and emailed to you. 

 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q 

10:00 am 

9:00 am 


