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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .  

 

Get ready for the celebrations! We have two big things coming this sum-
mer! Hopefully we will move beyond most of the COVID-era restrictions 
into a “new normal.” If the present direction continues, we definitely have 
some welcome changes coming very soon. 

 

And, in July, we will make our last payment on the twenty-year mortgage that helped us renovate 
the Gathering Area and build the Life in Christ Center! These payments have become such a natu-
ral part of our financial donations that we will definitely enter a “new normal” for our congregation, 
as well.  

 

 

 

 

 
A very grateful “Thank You” goes out to everyone who has contributed to paying for our mortgage 
these 20 years.  

 

Passing this milestone calls us to pause a moment and realize what this actually means for us. We 
have maintained monthly mortgage payments, which we have labeled “Building Fund” contribu-
tions, of $5,000 and more for the last twenty years! We managed to pay off a loan of over a million 
dollars! Along with that, we have also managed to serve our community in an overwhelming variety 
of ways – with basically non-budgeted funds.  

 

For example, a bishop once remarked to me that he was very thankful but amazed that our congre-
gation could support a missionary with $1,000 a year. I had to tell him that we actually raise more 
than that and support one than one missionary. And we reach out in many other ways, both locally 
and globally: the Pumpkin Patch, Brazosport Cares Food Pantry, Society of St. Stephen, World 
Hunger, several disaster relief appeals, Boy Scout Troop 311, Live Oak Clinc, Pregnancy Help 
Center, among them – plus several community ministries, including Crystal Crafters eye clinic, Girl 
Schouts, Camp Hope, and Upward Basketball, all in our facility. 

 

Imagine now the “new normal,” continuing without mort-
gage payments, but still able to count on donations that 
previously went to pay the mortgage. If we receive even a 
partial amount of those donations, we could still have a 
couple of thousand a month to apply to our regular ex-
penses as well as to our ongoing property maintenance 
and repairs. Last year (2020) we received a sizable grant 
from a COVID relief fund, money not available to us this 
year. Through the end of March, our current spending ex-

ceeded our income by over $8,000. In the coming months, we have a good chance to erase that 
deficit and do some much-needed property improvements – if we continue to receive “Building 
Fund” payments, converted to regular giving, at the same pace as when we still had an active mort-
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Don’t forget we have some household supplies up here if you need any. Just contact the  

church office @ 979-297-2013 

Here are some thoughts to guide our celebrations.  
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
teach and admonish one another in all wis-
dom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” 
Colossians 3:16  
 

“God is able to provide you with every bless-
ing in abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share abun-
dantly in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8  

 

God’s peace, 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes    
April, 2021 

 
The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones and we are grateful to have this op-
portunity to again come together—and you can help! 

 

If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to 
help distribute communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the 
social distancing aspect of worship.  

 

Thank you, Pastor Paul, for the videos you’ve put together for our worship.  

 

This year our readings will focus on the gospels of 
Mark and John 

 

The Easter Season continues through part of May and then 

We Celebrate Pentecost! The outpouring of the Holy Spirit! 

 

May 2nd, the 5th Sunday of Easter. John 15:1-8. On the night of his arrest, Jesus tells his disciples 
about their relationship with him. He is the vine, they (and we) are the branches. Apart from grow-
ing with the vine, we can do nothing. 

 

May 9th , the 6th Sunday of Easter. John 15:9-17. Again, on the night of his arrest, Jesus recon-
firms his love for them and his expectation they will also love one another—and more importantly, 
others. Herein lies the service we do in love, because Christ first loved us. 

 

May 16th, the 7th Sunday of Easter. John 17:6-19. On the night before his death, Jesus prays fer-
vently to the Father that his followers “may all be one as we are one” and that “the love with which 
you love me may be in them, and I in them.” 

 

May 23rd, Day of Pentecost. John 15:26-27; 16-4b-15. Fifty days after Easter we celebrate the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirt, crossing all boundaries that would separate us. The Spirit brings the 
wideness of God’s mercy to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues. 

 

May 30th, Holy Trinity Sunday. John 3:1-17. Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in se-
crecy. Jesus tells him about being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God 
to save. We celebrate Creator Father, Savior Jesus, and our Advocate, the Holy Spirit. 
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Check your email lists! 

Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address: 

CLCPastor2019@gmail.com 

Bread for Life Study Group –  

Now in our 21st year!  

We are now offering two options  

for this study group. 

Wednesdays @ 11:00am  

 

Jean Warren will lead a ZOOM meeting. 

You can connect via the email link she sends 

out. Mary Morgan will lead an in person 

meeting at church. 
 

We will use Daily Discipleship, discussing 

the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel. Jean War-

ren will email our study and reflection les-

sons on Tuesdays. The first page is Bible 

Study; the flip side is Word Among Us, ap-

plying the lesson to us in this time and 

place. 
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STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

 

We would like to continue the building fund after the building loan is paid off. Realize what 

we built and remodeled will be turning 20 years old and much needed work on other parts of 

our building complex have been delayed for lack of funding. The list is long but a few bigger 

projects such as: the ceiling in church, exterior wood replacement, paving, electrical needs and 

much more. We would encourage continued giving to the building fund. Thank You 

What’s new regarding   

Covid protocols 
 

We're hoping you've noticed that we are doing things 
a bit differently during our Sunday morning worship. 
We've graduated to singing behind our masks, stand-
ing when appropriate, and if we choose, kneeling in 
place in the pews. We are moving one more step to-

ward normal. We want to make sure all attending can be comfortable with the proto-
cols as we inch forward. 
 

 For the time being, masks and distancing during worship should still be the norm, 
but hopefully not for too much longer.  Our worship services are a public gathering, 
and we want to be able to welcome all people. Also, maintaining the current proto-
cols during worship helps minimize risk for all, especially when we welcome visitors or 
those with special conditions.  
 

 The Congregation Council did decide that small groups may gather at church, for ex-
ample, committees, Boredom Busters, Bread for Life. These groups should be able to 
address their own "comfort zone" regarding masks and distancing. We expect that 
hand sanitizer will be nearby, and all participants will follow the suitable protocols. We 
know sensible adults will choose wisely! 
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h�ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q 

Quarterly Devotionals are on the welcome table in the gathering area. 

April, May & June 

 

Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the second quarter of 2021 are 

available. They’re packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re cer-

tainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse. 



christlutheran-lj.org  10 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
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Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 
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Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

 

    

    

The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Services will also be posted on our Face-

book page, website, and emailed to you. 

 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


