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From the Pastor, to My Partners …
“Let him [Christ] Easter in us, be a dayspring to the dimness
of us.” Poet Gerard Manly Hopkins gives us a beautiful image for the light of the resurrection coming alive in our lives
every day, as he makes Easter a verb – an action word.
(From his epic ode “The Wreck of the Deutschland,” on the
occasion of the drowning of five German nuns on their way to America near the mouth of the
Thames River in England.)
Yet this “dayspring to the dimness of us” seems also to describe the disciples temperament in the
first days and weeks following Easter morning. Jesus comes to them, locked away in fear, and they
remain behind closed doors a full week later. Jewish writer Pinchas Lapide, says he accepts the reality of the resurrection because he can see the changed lives of the disciples, once they finally trust
in God’s power of new life and the triumph of love over hate
If the defeated and depressed group of disciples overnight could change into a victorious movement of faith, based only on autosuggestion or self-deception – without a fundamental faith experience – then this would be a much greater miracle
than the resurrection itself.
As Lapide says, having Christ “Easter in us” does not result from astonishing miracles or properly stated doctrines, but through a “victorious movement of faith.” That is, we learn to trust and rely upon God’s promises to be
with us and to care for us at all times – and to follow where Christ leads,
loving others as he loved us.
Simple words do better than complicated explanations. Even children’s stories often convey the
wonder and depth of God’s caring presence, as A. A. Milne says:
“Pooh!” whispers Piglet,
“Yes, Piglet?” answers Pooh.
“Nothing,” says Piglet taking Pooh’s paw. “I just want to
be sure of you.”
Another time Christopher Robin says to Pooh, “Forever
isn’t long at all when I’m with you,” then adds, “We could
just be we; forever you and me.”
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We have a loving, caring Savior with us all the time. Perhaps Pooh
again says it the clearest and simplest: “How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”

God’s peace,
Paul Geisler

But Jesus called for
[the children] and
said, "Let the little
children come to
me, and do not
stop them; for it is
to such as these
that the kingdom
of God belongs.
Luke 18:16

Pastor

Camp Hope 2019
Projected dates:
July 8-12
We discover what God
is up to as we learn the
story of Moses.
July 15-19
We explore Jesus in the events of Holy Week.
July 22-26
We share the new things
we learn by diving into
the stories in Acts.
Now taking application for 2019 Camp Manager
and 2019 Camp Staff
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5/1– Devon Rappa
5/3– Caleb Rappa
5/4– Donna Tetlow
5/10– Mary Morgan
5/12– Wally Gregory
5/16– Julie Saavedra
5/18– Brianna
Walker

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from
12:30-2:30PM
Boredom Busters meets every
Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you
like playing games, give it a try. We
are always willing to learn a new
game. It's a fun and relaxing time!

5/18– Bob Drake
5/21– Merl Darnell
5/22– Chris Furlow
5/22– Cody Pirtle

Tiki Time
May 2nd 6:30pm
April showers bring MAY Tiki
players. Join us

Lunch Bunch Time
Friday, May 3rd at
11AM
A R Café-Freeport
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HOME GROUP
Sunday, May 26, 6PM at the Rayburns, 247 Chestnut.
Topic To Be Announced Later
Hope you can make it!

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual
Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote some time to, and let
God’s word, in many different forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young
ones who will be in your midst at any time, particularly this
summer. These books really need to be read, loved, and
used where they will be enjoyed!

DartBall
May 18th at 2PM
Fun For the Whole
Family!

The area representatives of scouting are exploring
the possibility of starting new Cub Scout packs in our
area. They have asked our congregation to be part of
this process and to consider the opportunity of starting a Cub pack here at Christ Lutheran Church.
Besides kids from kindergarten through fifth grade,
this pack would need adult leadership, both men and
women, and would likely be connected to our congregation’s Boy Scout Troop #311. If you, or someone
you know, are interested or would like more information, please contact Pastor Paul or Don White.
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Worship & Music Notes
May 2019
Jesus is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Doubtful that there is anything left of a chocolate bunny that may have shown up in
your Easter basket, and hopefully you found all the Easter eggs at that special egg
hunt—especially if they were real eggs! The Easter season goes on for seven
Sundays, through all of May and the first weekend in June. We continue to
celebrate His resurrection, and through the readings in Acts, Revelation, and the
gospel of John, there’s a lot to celebrate and a lot to learn!
May 5th, 3rd Sunday of Easter. John 2:1-19. The disciples return to fishing,
still rather confused about what has gone on. But, breakfast on the beach with
Jesus affords them another visit with their Messiah and he reminds them again
of the cost of discipleship. Wading in the water (remembering our baptism) and
eating with Jesus (celebrating the Holy Communion) is our weekly encounter
with Jesus. He asks “Do you love me?”
May 12th, 4th Sunday of Easter. John 10:22-30. Jesus responds to
questions about his identity with the claim that he and the Father are one. That
was one puzzling response to many, and still may be for some folks today.
Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will
never be snatched from his hand. (Happy Mother’s Day!)
May 19th, 5th Sunday of Easter. John 13:31-35. Jesus washes their feet,
one of the most humble acts of the time in which they live. Quite off-putting to
his disciples. But the lesson was soon quite apparent as Jesus explains that
by this example they are to be servants to others—to all, doing all this
through the lens of love. And we are to do the same.

May 26th, 6th Sunday of Easter. John 14:23-29. As Jesus talks of returning to
the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach all
followers and remind us (yes, us!) of what Jesus has taught. Even more, we
receive and experience a peace that overcomes fear, because He is always
with us.
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Looking Back, Just a little
A heartfelt thank you to all who participated in our Lenten and Easter
activities and worship opportunities. Your input is always appreciated
and helps us plan what you’d find meaningful. Your ideas are also
welcome and are always given consideration when worship and music
folks meet.
We plan to meet May 21st, so there’s time to share your thoughts with us!
Looking Ahead, Just a Little
Saturday, June 1st. We welcome our monthly Saturday worship and Fellowship! We
will have Saturday worship at 5:00pm, followed by a time of feasting, fun, and fellowship.
Saturday, July 6th and Saturday, August 3rd will also be Saturday worship and fellowship
opportunities.
Sunday worship will continue to be at 9:00am.

Bread for Life Study Group

We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet Wednesdays, 11:30am –
12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle reading for the
upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily Faith Practices, the
second reading are usually on the library table. There is no leader, no test,
nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate. Paul’s letters to the
young church at Corinth cover many issues in the early church. And, yes, they’re just as
timely today.

Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for April, May and
June are available in the gathering area. They’re a nice pocket size, packed with
good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and
truly fit well in a pocket or purse.
The Tidings
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
Society of St. Stephen has had an increase in the number of calls this month.
Most of the calls have been asking for rental assistance. There are so many
people who can meet their monthly bills in most situations, but their salaries do
not allow for saving much money, and when unexpected situations arise, they
need assistance. We are grateful that we are often able to help them over these
financial hurdles. Please know that we strive to be good stewards of the money
that you donate. We limit rental assistance up to $200 and help with utilities up to
$150. We keep careful records, and are only able to help clients once per year.
One case this month was a good example of a client with just such a situation.
This client had worked for a local company for two years. Her job included
climbing ladders and structures. She broke her right hand while working, and was
put on medical leave. She has two children, and found herself without a paycheck
until her hand was healed. Her rent was $1019. She called us before the rent was
due, which gave us time to explain that the most we could pledge was $200, but
that there were other Christian agencies in town that might be able to assist her in
combination with our pledge. She expediently called each one, and was able to
cobble together her entire rent, with the help of our brothers and sisters in Christ.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.
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Sunday, May 12th

Sunday, May 5th
Pastor David Lykeen

Sandy Wand

Pat Northam

Floyd Ellington

Duane Rayburn

Jose Saavedra

Greeter

Esther Braden

Pat Brannon

Ppt Tech

Patty Northam

Dave McCrery

Musician

Mary Morgan

Linda Pirtle

Mary Morgan/ Jose Saavedra

Julie Saavedra/ Jean Warren

Sunday, May 19th

Sunday, May 26th

Reader

Pastor David Lykeen

Susan Geisler

Usher

Jose Saavedra

Bob Drake

Usher

Byron Sims

Ronnie Tweedle

Sissy Waldrop

Dorothy Krug/ Agnes Harris

PPT Tech

Kathy Sims

Diane Tweedle

Musician

Sandy Naill

TBA

Bryon Sims/ Jose Saavedra

Anges Harris

Reader
Ushers

$ Counters

Greeter

$ Counters

Altar Guild Team for May is Agnes’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the
Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.

Thank you for all who serve so willingly!

Please keep these people in your prayers
Alison Belvins Roselyn Lykken Dennis Smith Sissy Waldrop
Liz Ellett Daniel Mendoza Gail Smith Terry Patridge Don White
Agnes Harris Jimmy Neece Joy Stanley Verlene Heady
Dennis Jones Steve Ray Gene Reynolds Dorothy Krug Connie Spagenburg
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May 2019
Sun

5

Mon

6

Worship 9AM

12

13

Tue

20

Worship 9AM
Council
Meeting 2PM

26

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Bread for
Life, Library
11:30AM
Choir,
6:30PM

2

3

Tiki 6:30PM

Lunch
Bunch, 11AM

7

8 Bread for

9

10

11

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Life, Library
11:30AM
Choir,
6:30PM

14

15

16

17

18

Worship 9AM Servant
Boredom
Busters
Mother’s Day Ministry
Meeting 9AM 12:30PM

19

Wed

Bread for
Life, Library
11:30AM

4

DartBall
2:00PM

Choir,
6:30PM

21

22

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM

23

24

30

31

25

Choir,
6:30PM

27

Worship 9AM Office
Closed
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29

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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