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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .  
 

“Why can’t we all just get along and be happy?” We ask ourselves this, and 
sometimes even say it out loud. Let’s stick with positive thoughts and stay 
away from bad news and negative people. “Don’t worry! Just be happy!”  

 

Unfortunately this approach never really works. And now we hit Lent, and 
dreariness to set in. Instead of wondering what we might give up for Lent and why, we feel like just giving 
up. We find ourselves saying now, “Lord, have mercy.”  

 

God provides a place where we can find opportunity to focus beyond the negativity and distress. Although 
many of us grew up with pretty dismal outlooks about the season of Lent, this 40-day season before Easter 
actually provides a trusting and compassionate environment. Where else can we take an honest look at our-
selves and our world. We open our hearts to our loving creator and savior with the words, “Lord, have mer-
cy.” 

 

Where else can we hear the words, “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return,” and not feel 
completely devastated and lost? We know the truth of these words and realize that in Christ’s mercy, all find 
welcome and peace.  

 

God reassures us in the words of John’s first letter: “If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” In Christ we 
can be honest about ourselves. We realize that we cannot do it all ourselves. In fact, we 
need God’s love and forgiveness just to get through the day and sustain loving and car-
ing relationships with others.  

 

The age-old practice of “giving up something for Lent” grows out of a concern to get beyond the many 
crutches we use. to try to hide from what’s happening in the real world all around us. If you choose to follow 
this traditional path, do so not simply to fulfill a duty you owe, but sincerely work to set aside anything that 
distracts you from God’s way of love for the world. Hint: you may want to think a bit deeper than giving up 
chocolate, for example. Maybe giving up something like jealousy or envy or revenge would serve as a better 
choice. 

 

Or, you might want to remember that the root meaning of the word “Lent” is springtime. You could consider 
a 40-day plan of growth and new life, a direction that might last beyond the assigned time frame. Develop 
some new positive habits, and accomplish some deeds of kindness and service to others. 

 

Only with a gracious creator can we say, “Lord, have mercy.” On-
ly with a merciful savior dare we hear, “Remember that you are 
dust and to dust you shall return.” Only in the compassionate, lov-
ing body of Christ – the church – can we truly look forward to the 
season of Lent. 

 

Gods’ peace, 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 
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Worship & Music Notes 
We March into Lent. 

Our Lenten Season begins March 2nd, Ash Wednesday,  
when we are reminded of our mortality. 

 
March 2nd. Ash Wednesday, Services at 12:00pm and 7:00pm. Please join in as you are able and 
receive ashes and Holy Communion as we reflect on what Lent can mean to us and to all.  
 
March 6th. 1st Sunday of Lent. Luke 4:1-13. After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his bap-
tism, Jesus is led into the wilderness. Through his responses to the temptations of the devil he de-
fines what it means to be called “the Son of God.” We enter our own forty days of reflection, receiv-
ing God’s grace as we believe in our hearts and confess with our mouths. 
 
March 13th. 2nd Sunday of Lent. Luke 13: 31-35. Jesus is depicted as a mother hen, wanting 
to gather and protect all God’s children amid all the dangers and temptations we routinely face. He 
did it then, he does it now.  
 
March 20th. 3rd Sunday of Lent. The landlord’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readi-
ness to till the ground one more year. Our reading tells that ultimate judgement will be tempered 
by patience.  
 
March 27th. 4th Sunday of Lent. Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love 
only after he has spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis 
for an older brother who believes his obedience has earned his place in the father’s home. 
 



christlutheran-lj.org  8 

 



The Tidings  9 

 


