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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
A conversation between Lucy and Charlie Brown portrays a particular of dilemma
which plagues us all.

Lucy speaks, "You know what the whole trouble with you is, Charlie Brown?"
Charlie answers, "No, and I don't want to know! Leave me alone!" He walks away.
Lucy shouts after him, "The whole trouble with you is you won't listen to what the
whole trouble with you is!"
Charlie Brown feels badly about himself and resists having Lucy pound away on him.
Yet Lucy persists in pointing out flaws in other people. We can all identify with Charlie
Brown, but we also have a affinity for Lucy’s quick insight into someone, anyone
else’s shortcomings.
About 500 years ago in a Christmas sermon, Martin
Luther sheds some light on this age-old and ongoing
human trait. “Now let [us all] examine [ourselves] in
the light of the Gospel and see how far we are from
Christ, what is the character of [our] faith and love.”
Seems like folks back then also hoped to cover their
own faults but readily recognize and decry what others have neglected or ignored. The old preacher
says that some claim that they would have handled
the circumstances of Jesus’ birth a lot differently. “If
they had been there, they would have shown the Lord and his mother a more becoming service and would not have permitted them to be treated so miserably.”
Then Luther wonders why they would treat Jesus better, yet even today look past the
needs of people among us right now.
“Who is there upon earth that has no poor, miserable, sick, erring ones, or
sinful people around [them]? Why [do they] not exercise [their] love to
those? Why [do they] not do to [their neighbors] as Christ has done to
[them]? It is altogether false to think that you have done much for Christ, if
you do nothing for those needy ones.”
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Martin Luther spoke about the Nativity, but I wonder also about the scenes toward the end of Jesus’ life. We
can easily look at Peter and Judas, and even Pilate,
and imagine, “It all would have been different if I had
been there!” I find Luther’s analogy quite fitting here, as
well. How often have we acted any differently than protecting ourselves and following our own particular human loyalties. We fail to speak out or take positive action against mistreatment and humiliation of others, not
willing to risk our politics or our popularity or our prosperity or our social standing.
The stories of the last days of Jesus give us a good look not only at
some of those closest to him, but also a revealing view of ourselves. We choose self-protection over personal risks, squeezing
God’s love to the edges of our lives. We try to handle things ourselves. But as Lucy and Charlie Brown remind us, if "we" are the
problem, "we" can't be the solution. The solution has to come from
outside ourselves.
Here we come to the core of God’s love, shown on the cross. We call that day “good”
for a reason. Thanks be to God that, although it feels like Friday (crucifixion, where all
is lost), we know Sunday (Easter and new life) is coming!
God’s peace,

Paul Geisler
Pastor

Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
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Quarterly Devotionals are on the counter in the office.
January, February, and March

Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the first quarter of 2021 are available.
They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 21st year!
Zoom on in! Wednesday at 11:00am
If you’d like to “attend” let Pastor or Jean Warren know so your email can
be included on the Zoom link. All are welcome and encouraged to join our
study and discussion.
We will use Daily Discipleship, discussing the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel.
Jean Warren will email our study and reflection lessons on Tuesdays. The
first page is Bible Study, the flip side is Word Among Us, applying the lesson to us in this time and place.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter
As our plans come together,
please check your emails from
the church office and on our
Facebook page. We are still navigating through these strange
times and want to provide the
safest and best way to praise
God for his gift of Jesus’
through his suffering, death
and glorious resurrection.

Don’t forget we have some household supplies up
here if you need any. Just contact the church
office @ 979-297-2013
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It’s Friday—But Sunday’s Comin’
An Easter meditation by S.M. Lockridge (1913-2000), pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church in San Diego from 1953 to 1993.
It’s Friday
Jesus is praying
Peter’s a sleeping
Judas is betraying
But Sunday’s comin’
It’s Friday
Pilate’s struggling
The council is conspiring
The crowd is vilifying
They don’t even know
That Sunday’s comin’
It’s Friday
The disciples are running
Like sheep without a shepherd
Mary’s crying
Peter is denying
But they don’t know
That Sunday’s a comin’
It’s Friday
The Romans beat my Jesus
They robe him in scarlet
They crown him with thorns
But they don’t know
That Sunday’s comin’
It’s Friday
See Jesus walking to Calvary
His blood dripping
His body stumbling
And his spirit’s burdened
But you see, it’s only Friday
Sunday’s comin’
It’s Friday
The world’s winning
People are sinning
And evil’s grinning
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It’s Friday
The soldiers nail my Savior’s
hands
To the cross
They nail my Savior’s feet
To the cross
And then they raise him up
Next to criminals
It’s Friday
But let me tell you something
Sunday’s comin’
It’s Friday
The disciples are questioning
What has happened
to their King
And the Pharisees
are celebrating
That their scheming
Has been achieved
But they don’t know
It’s only Friday
Sunday’s comin’

It’s Friday
Hope is lost
Death has won
Sin has conquered
and Satan’s just a laughin’
It’s Friday
Jesus is buried
A soldier stands guard
And a rock is rolled into place
But
It’s Friday
It is only Friday
Sunday is a comin’!

It’s Friday
He’s hanging on the cross
Feeling forsaken by his Father
Left alone and dying
Can nobody save him?
Ooooh
It’s Friday
But Sunday’s comin’
It’s Friday
The earth trembles
The sky grows dark
My King yields his spirit
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Don’t forget to wear GREEN on March 17th!
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q
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Society of St. Stephen
Society of St. Stephen had a relatively quiet month. We received
approximately 25 calls, but were only able to help 17 clients. We
try our best to be good stewards of the money we have to help
people, so we restrict our assistance to once per year, and have a
lifetime limit of $1000 per person. This will be adjusted if more
money is raised or donated. Of the 17 clients we were able to help,
we paid them a total of $294.76 with an average gift to clients of
$173. This money is usually combined with funds from other
Christian non-profits such as River of Hope, St. Vincent de Paul,
or The Salvation Army to raise the total amount needed to pay
the rent bill. Often our donation pays the entire utility bill for one
month. We expect many more calls in March due to the high utility bills that are a result of the freeze that we experienced in February.
We are very excited to announce a new service we will provide to
clients in need! We are combining with several other non-profits
to provide lists of job opportunities each week. We will offer this
service to any clients who do not have jobs, emailing the postings.
The job postings will also be available on the River of Hope Facebook site.

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First
United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.
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Worship & Music Notes
March, 2021
It’s nice to have a choice. Praying it stays so!
The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones and we are grateful to have this opportunity to again come together—and you can help!
If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to
help distribute communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the
social distancing aspect of worship.

This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John

March 7th. John 2:13-22. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God and rejecting the ways commercialism and other things can become our gods.

March 14th. John 3:14-21. One of the religious leaders, Nicodemus, came
to Jesus by night to learn from him. Surely he was impressed by what he
heard from Jesus’ teachings and wanted to know more.

March 21st. John 12:20-33. Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to
celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds planted in
the ground turn the disaster of his death in to the promise of a harvest in
which we are all gathered.

March 28th. Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 [40-47]. Palm
Sunday’s gospel is Jesus as one abandoned by all. He shows
himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for all who
have forsaken him.

christlutheran-lj.org

10

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Services will also be posted on our Facebook page, website, and emailed to you.
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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