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From the Pastor, to My Partners, …
Many of us recognize the phrase, “Just the facts, Ma'am,” and
we associate it with the serous, deadpan voice of Sargent Joe
Friday of “Dragnet” fame. Sargent Friday is a Lenten type of a
guy. Not because he approached things seriously with that
deadpan voice, and not because he always wore a dark suit. He
is a Lenten type of guy because he only wanted the “facts” –
just the basic information.
Lent is the time we strip back the layers and focus simply on the basics of our faith
life. Most importantly, during the season of Lent, we keep our focus on Jesus and his
journey to the cross.
St. Paul remembered how he came to Corinth in a very simple, basic way, as he reminded the Corinthians to build their faith not on human wisdom but on the power of
God.:
1
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did
not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you
in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in
fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my
proclamation were not with plausible words of
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on
human wisdom but on the power of God. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)
So, during Lent, we don’t need to avoid all enjoyable activities. We simply want to remind ourselves to “keep the main thing the main thing.” We change the style of bread
at communion, so that we don’t let the tastiness or the beauty of the bread distract us
from the real meaning. We plan Wednesday evenings of soup and sandwich so that
we come for basic nourishment, not a fancy meal. Again, keeping our activities centered around Christ’s love for us, and not on our comforts or enjoyment.
If you plan to “give something up for Lent,” think of things that may actually get in the
way of your following Jesus. If chocolate is a problem, try doing without. But not just
as a torturous discipline, rather as a reminder of your faith in your Savior. In this
sense chocolate or no chocolate may not be the decisive choice. In fact, you may
want to add something, rather than eliminating anything. Maybe more exercise or
some special readings or more time in devotions and prayer.
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Maybe this is a good time, as the contemporary Christian song
says, to “Lay Your Burden Down” (See lyrics below.). We may
have anger, anxiety, sadness, confusion, disappointments that
cloud our vision of God’s love for us and hold us back from
reaching out to others. Lent is a great time to “take it to the Lord
in prayer” and lay those burdens down – at the cross of Jesus.
God’s peace

Paul Geisler
Pastor

Lay your burden down, lay your burden down.
Take your troubled soul, your tired mind,
And lay your burden down.
Lay your burden down; get your feet on solid ground.
Take your worries to the foot of the cross, and lay your burden down.

Hope for Renewal of the Earth – Honduras
Carlos and Anita live in the Santa Ana community of Honduras, a region that is part of the “dry corridor.” In this area, farmers face difficult challenges accessing water for their households and farms. Rain comes in only
four months of the year, and residents face long periods of drought, which
puts them at heightened risk of hunger.
“This problem forces women to work even harder in order to collect water,” Anita said. “Here, we do not sleep during the summer months, in order to
grab a little water; we need to wait several hours by the well.”
The lack of water is especially challenging for farmers, who depend on
water for crops and animals. With support from ELCA World Hunger and the Lutheran World Federation’s World Service/Central America program, local organization Red COMAL (the Alternative
Community Markets Network, in English) is helping farmers such as Carlos and Anita learn new
techniques and strategies that will help reduce their vulnerability to food insecurity while protecting
the land on which they rely.
Through a project implemented by Red COMAL, Carlos was trained in agroecology, an approach that focuses on food production and sustainable management of resources. Carlos has
learned to diversify his crops and helped establish a system of stockpiling corn for times of scarcity and emergency. He also learned how to select, rescue, reproduce and store native seeds,
which has helped him plant new crops for his family and help other farmers in his community.
In addition to planting fruit trees, sweet potatoes and squash, Carlos has also reforested
his plot of land with trees such as laurel, cedar and mahogany. The wood can be used to build
houses and generate income for his family. Native hens provide meat and eggs, while cows provide milk, all of which help Carlos and Anita earn income from their farm.
The dry corridor of the Santa Ana community still presents challenges for residents like
Carlos and Anita. But with the support of ELCA World Hunger, LWF and Red COMAL, they are
able to learn new approaches that will help their farms be profitable and sustainable for years to
come.
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Learn more at ELCA.org/40days.
Give Today: Make your check payable to “ELCA World
Hunger” and write “40 Days of Giving” on the memo line.
Place your gift in the offering plate or mail it to:
ELCA, P.O. Box 1809 Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Phone: 800-638-3522;
Online: Give online with a credit card at ELCA.org/40Days.
+ + +

Falling Upward – New Adult Study
Most of us tend to think of the second half of life as largely about
getting old, dealing with health issues, and letting go of life, but the
whole thesis of this book is exactly the opposite. What looks like
falling down can largely be experienced as "falling upward." In fact,
it is not a loss but somehow actually a gain. The second half of life
can and should be full of spiritual richness!
Join the discussion every Sunday, after worship.
Invite someone to come with you!

Please keep these people
in your prayers.
Alison Blevins
Roselyn Lykken
Dennis Smith
Dorothy Krug
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Liz Ellett
Gail Smith
Terry Partridge
Agnes Harris

Jimmy Neece
Joy Stanley
Dennis Jones
Steve Ray
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3/4 Charlene Elkins
3/4 Betty Massey
3/15 Gail Smith
3/26 Veronica Waldrop
3/30 Margaret Janke
3/30 Dennis Smith

Worship & Music Meeting,
Monday, March 23rd. 6:00, Parlor, with dinner!
We will meet to plan Holy Week: Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. We’ll
talk about the best way to provide an Easter Vigil that meets our needs.
And of course, we will plan our Easter celebration service
and other ways we can celebrate the Resurrection.
Give us your ideas, or better yet, join us!
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Choir Practice is on
Thursdays! 6:30-7:30.
Bring your bucket to carry your tune if need be!
Seriously, this little group has a lot of fun and
works hard to bring you a tune that fits with the
message. We’d love to have you join us.

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from 12:30—2:30

All diﬀerent kinds of games are played. Give it a try. All games
played are easy to learn. Have a favorite, bring it and we’ll play.
Always ready for a new game. Have any questions? Ask one of the
game playing people. Bring a friend.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
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Lenten Mid-week Gathering
Wednesdays, 6:00pm, Soup and Sandwich meal,
with Study and Fellowship!
Get out your favorite soup recipes! Gather the goodies for
a stash of sandwiches. Grab a bag or two of chips.
And don’t forget a finger-food dessert (brownies, cookies, etc.)
Life on the Edge of Faith
Five characters bear witness to the worldchanging even which forces them right to the
“edge of faith”. Each perspective comes from
someone present at our Lord’s Passion. Through
the confusion of these characters we may find a
voice for the confusion that we all experience from
time to time.
March 4— Sleeping Disciples
March 11—High Priest
March 18—Maid
March 25—Soldier

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections!
Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual
Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote some time to, and let God’s word, in many different forms, feed your soul.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Bread for Life Study Group
Now in our 20th year
March Epistles are from Romans
and Ephesians.
“Daily Faith Practices”
We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet Wednesdays, 11:30am –
12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle reading for the upcoming
Sunday. Copies of the appropriate epistle lesson are usually in a folder on the library table. If you can’t join us, take one home to read and think about.
There are Bible readings regarding the epistle and questions to think about
and discuss. From there, we flip to the back side of our lesson and see what
life applications there are to consider.
There is no leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship
and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.
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Servant Ministry will be collecting items to include
in care packages sent to the military by Military Wives
and Moms of Brazoria County. The organization
has specifically asked for:
Foot Powder (the kind you find at the Dollar Store or Walmart)
Men’s deodorant
Men’s razors (3-4 per package)
Mouthwash (TRAVEL SIZE ONLY)

There will be a basket in the narthex where you can drop these items

If you enjoy baking, please sign up to bring your
goodies any Sunday for the
Military Moms fundraiser.
Just sign up for the Sunday of your choice.
Coffee funds for the first quarter will be donated to the Military Moms.

Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for January, February
and March are available in the gathering area. They’re a nice pocket size, packed
with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and
truly fit well in a pocket or purse.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Worship & Music Notes
March lessons and thoughts
These Lenten readings tell us of Jesus’ walk toward Jerusalem and the Cross.
March 1st. 1st Sunday in Lent. Matthew 4:1-11. When Jesus was
baptized by John, he saw the Spirit of God descending upon him like a
dove. Then he was led by the Spirit into the desert, where he fasted
and prayed for forty days. At that time, the devil tempted Jesus to use
his power to ease his hunger and discomfort. The devil also tried to
convince Jesus to bow down and worship him in exchange for all the
kingdoms in the world. Jesus banished Satan and was then attended by angels.
March 8th. 2nd Sunday in Lent. John 3:1-17. Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Jewish
ruling council, was intrigued by Jesus and his ministry. So, under cover of night, Nicodemus came
to see Jesus, admitting that Jesus was a teacher come from God. Jesus counseled with Nicodemus giving him some difficult things to ponder. Here’s hoping that Nicodemus took all Jesus told
him to heart.
March 15th. 3rd Sunday in Lent. John 4:5-42. Needing to pass
through Samaria traveling from Judea to Galilee, Jesus was tired and
thirsty when he stopped at a well in the middle of the day. A Samaritan
woman approached to draw water and Jesus asked her for a drink. The
woman was shocked that a Jewish man would even speak to her, a
Samaritan—and a woman! They struck up a conversation, Jesus telling
her he could give her living water and also revealed her past to her. His
words encouraged her and she returned to her village telling all of this
marvelous encounter with the Messiah.
March 22nd. 4th Sunday in Lent. John 9:1-41. After a
lengthy, heated discussion with the Jewish leaders, Jesus
slipped away and encountered a man who was blind from
birth. His disciples asked Jesus who had sinned, the blind man
or his parents. Jesus told his disciples that neither was the
case, that the man was blind so that the work of God could be
displayed in his life. Jesus made a bit of mud from his spit and the dirt on the ground, and put it on
the man’s eyes and told him to go wash in the Pool of Siloam. He was cured, much to the disbelief
of all around him. He explained that Jesus had done this. That really angered the Pharisees.
March 29th. 5th Sunday in Lent. John 11:1-45. Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha was ill
and died. Mary and Martha had summoned Jesus to come heal Lazarus, but Jesus didn’t arrive in
time, as Lazarus had been dead for four days. The two sisters were bereft with grief and upset that
Jesus hadn’t come sooner. It saddened Jesus to see these beloved friends in such a state. Jesus
went to Lazarus’ tomb with Mary, Martha, and others from their town. Jesus commanded Lazarus to
come out of the tomb and he did. Some of the bystanders went quickly to the Pharisees to tell what
Jesus had done. The Pharisees were furious that Jesus continued to work miracles that would likely anger the Romans and cause problems in their status quo.
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March Happenings Around Town
All Area School Spring Break
March 9—13
March Community Events:

Don’t forget to wear green
on March 17th or you might
get pinched.
March fun facts
March 1, 1932—The Lindbergh baby was
kidnapped
March 5, 2008—Brett Favre of the Green
Bay Packers announced his retirement
March 6, 1899—The Patent Office in Berlin
registered Aspirin Patent
March 7, 1876— Alexander Graham Bell
receives a patent for his new invention of
the telephone
March 12, 1912—Girl Scouts of American
founded
March 15, 1919—The American Legion
has it’s first meeting
March 15, 1956—The musical “My Fair Lady” opened on Broadway
March 20, 1922—The US Postmaster General orders all homes to get mailboxes
March 21, 1981—Prince Charles and Diana’s wedding
christlutheran-lj.org

March 6—7 Bridges Band Concert, Lake
Jackson Civic Center, 8-11PM—Eagles
Tribute Band, BYOB 21 & over, $10 per person or $100 per table of 10
March 7—Nature Day at Sea Center Texas,
10AM-3PM—Fun Family event with a variety of educational programs and activities
March 13—Spring Fling at the Freeport Historical Museum, 11-3PM—free fun activities
such as inflatable obstacle course, fascinating and interactive science activities, giveaways, and more
March 14—St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Village
of Surfside Beach, 1-4PM—This annual parade has free beads and candy thrown from
the floats, as well as costume contests, a
social, fundraisers, and a reenactment of the
Battle of Fort Velasco. Proceeds go to the
Surfside Police, EMS and VFD.
March 14—Dash for Donuts 1K, MacLean
Park,9-11AM
March 14—Lake Jackson Farmer’s Market,
South Parking Place Pavilion, 4-9AM
March 21—Brew on the Bayou, Gulf Coast
Bird Observatory, 5-9PM—Sample and enjoy specialty brews from local breweries as
well as wines, Live music, food trucks, and a
silent auction
March 28—BAM! Festival, The Clarion at
Brazosport College, 9:00AM
March 28—Kids’ Studio Time, Brazosport
Art League Studio, 9A-12PM—Free admission, but please reserve you spot
12

On Sundays, when you take your church
bulletin to El Chico at the Brazos Mall,
you will get 10% off your order.
Also El Chico will make a donation to the
church for every order

Dine to Donate!
Every Sunday 10% of your
food bill will be donated
back to your church when
you bring in your church
bulletin.
The Tidings
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March
Serving in Worship
March 1, 2020

March 8, 2020

David Lykken

Betty Massey

Floyd Ellington

Duane Rayburn

Jose Saavedra

Ronnie Tweedle

Greeter

Dorothy Krug

Dorothy Rayburn

Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Patty Northam

Musician

Mary Morgan

Sandy Naill

Reader
Ushers

$ Counter

Mary Morgan
March 15, 2020

Reader

March 22, 2020

Jean Warren

Ushers
Greeter

Barbara Shipp

Diane Tweedle

Ppt Tech

Carrie Baker

Susan Geisler

Musician

Linda Pirtle

$ Counter
March 29, 2020
Reader
Ushers
Greeter

Esther Braden

Ppt Tech

Susan Geisler

Musician
$ Counter
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Altar Guild Team for
February is Agnes’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar
Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice2019@gmail.com
or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.
Thank you for all who serve
so willingly!
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2
Worship
Society of St.
9:00AM
Stephen
Home Group Meeting
6:00PM
3:00PM

3
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

4
Bread for Life
11:30AM

5
6
Tiki 2:00PM
Lunch Bunch
Choir Practice 11:00AM
6:30PM

7

8
Worship
9:00AM

9
Servant
Ministry
Meeting
9:00AM

10
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

11
Bread for Life
11:30AM

12
13
Choir Practice
6:30PM

14

15
Worship
9:00AM
Council
Meeting
2:00PM

16

17

18
Boredom Bust- Book Club
March
ers 12:30PM
10:00AM
Madness
Bracket Party St. Patrick’s
Bread for Life
5:30PM
11:30AM
Day

19
20
Choir Practice
6:30PM

21

22
Worship
9:00AM

23

24
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

26
27
Choir Practice
6:30PM

29
Worship
9:00AM

30

31
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM
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25
Bread for Life
11:30AM

Spring Begins
28
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala
THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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