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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
I used to consider myself basically a speaker of
English as my first language, until I spent several
years in Chicago at seminary. The folks there were
Americans speaking English, but surely something
different than I spoke growing up in San Antonio
and the Texas hill country area. I also ran across a
few northern Midwest speakers with “Yeah, sure,
you betcha!”
Then much more recently, when our twins attended
college in northeastern Pennsylvania, I heard other folks – again Americans speaking
English – but with clearly something from the New Jersey or New York area. In all
these cases, I quietly remarked to myself, “These people sure talk funny!” What a relief each time I got back to Texas and heard the comforting “y’all’s” and “fixing
to’s.”
What we sometimes call our “native language” and its familiar local dialects can provide some comfort and security, especially when we find ourselves in a strange land,
and any time we feel especially stressed and confused by some rapid changes happening around us. American linguist Leonard Bloomfield called this as the “one
learned on one's mother's knee.” He claims that “no one is perfectly sure in a language that is acquired later.”
What an amazing thing, then, for the Holy Spirit to communicate through the disciples on the Day of Pentecost to the crowd gathered in Jerusalem:
7
Amazed and astonished, [the people] asked, "Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." (Acts 2:711)
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They must have felt like the German grandmother who still
prays the Lord’s Prayer auf Deutsch, and the Swedish Lutherans in America who resisted teaching Luther’s catechism in
any language (including English) other than their beloved
Swedish – the familiar and comforting and intimate words and
inflections that they first heard as infants in their family
homes.
We can easily understand how significant hearing God’s message of unconditional
love and forgiveness proclaimed in one’s “mother tongue.”
Only with the Holy Spirit can we learn to communicate with others so they can truly
hear and feel the beauty of wonder of God in our world!
Now, if the Spirit can speak Parthian and Cappadocian and
Pamphylian, as well English – including Texan and Chicagostyle, plus German and Swedish, do you think the Spirit knows
text-speak? OMG! BTW! TMI! BRB! LOL!
Special extra-credit challenge: Two teenagers met at the mall.
The first said, “Jeet yet?” The other replied, “No, ju? Can you translate? (Hint: saying the words out loud might help.)
What language do you speak? For the Reading on Pentecost Sunday (June 9th), we would like to
include as many different languages as possible, along with English. Check with the church office
or with Pastor Paul if you would like to participate!

God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor
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Our Lord's Work Budget
Have you ever wondered what people mean when they talk about “Lord's
Work” in our church budget discussions?
Lord's Work is our money that we use to operate the church on day to day
basis. When you give money to Lord’s work, approximately 98% of the money is used for running and maintaining our church. It is used for supplies for
services, education and congregational events. It includes the following expenses in our budget:
Administrative – compensation, benefits, office supplies, payroll tax
Finance – Insurance
Property – Repairs & Maintenance, Utilities, Janitorial Contract and Supplies
Benevolence
Committee Supplies (Servant Ministry, Stewardship, Worship and Music,
Evangelism and Fellowship)
Approximately 2-1/2% of Lord's Work Budget is for expenditures outside our
immediate church. The largest of these is Benevolence to the ELCA Synod at
2% (recently reduced from 3% in 2018).
Similarly, the Building Fund money is used to pay our mortgage loan and all
of the money donated to this fund is used specifically for this purpose.
The money that is donated from our church to the community typically comes
from fundraisers sponsored by committees. These include bake sales, rummage sales, March Madness etc. The money from these fundraisers is collected in separate accounts and is not part of Lord’s Work. We have also had
fundraisers for specific church needs such as air conditioning and carpet repair in the past.
In summary, ~98% of the money you give to the Lord’s work directly supports
our church and enables it to operate on a day to day basis. It lays the foundation for us to fulfill our mission as a church in our community.
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Fellowship had their first movie day. Six of us went and
saw the movie Poms. It was a pleasant way to share an
afternoon together, and the movie was very entertaining. If there is a movie you would like to see, please let
Julie know.

Camp Hope 2019
Projected dates:
July 8-12
We discover what God
is up to as we learn the
story of Moses.
July 15-19
We explore Jesus in the events of Holy Week.
July 22-26
We share the new things
we learn by diving into
the stories in Acts.
Now taking application for 2019 Camp Manager
and 2019 Camp Staff

Rummage Sale Info

Sunday Discussion Group

Looking ahead: Start gathering
your items for the rummage sale
that will be held in August. You
can start bringing your items July
29th

will continue through the summer,
except on weekends we have
Saturday service
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6/1– Ryan Drake
6/1– Gunner Vaughn
6/2– Sandy Naill
6/2– Leota Romine
6/4– Mary Jo Callaway
6/4– Walter Dean
6/5– Sandy Wand
6/11– Sarah Escobedo
6/14– Brett Reynolds

6/17– Morgan Burridge
6/20– Bonnie Novosad
6/20– Tamara Tweedle
6/24– Don White
6/26– Jeremy
Rieschick
6/27– Carol Moody
6/27– Dave McCrery
6/27– Joy Stanley
6/27– Douglas Treichel
6/29– Dan Wand

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from
12:30-2:30PM
Boredom Busters meets every
Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you
like playing games, give it a try. We
are always willing to learn a new
game. It's a fun and relaxing time!

Tiki Time
Thursday
June 6th 6:30pm
Calling all who like playing cards. Join
us for a night of Tiki.
All are welcome!

Lunch Bunch Time
Friday, June 7th at
11AM
Buffalo Wild Wings
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HOME GROUP
June 9th at 6PM
At The Rayburns!

Make a Joyful Noise
Our congregation is unique in that many have come to the Lutheran faith having
grown up in different denominations. So, in keeping with our efforts to find music and
hymns that bring you joy, we’d sure like to hear about
some of the hymns you hold dear. We don’t really have
rules, but it is better to have songs with a steady rhythm
and that are upbeat. (Lent excepted). Even if you think
some of the notes are too high—no problem, the keyboard allows us to transpose to a more singable range.
We’ll be waiting to hear what you want to hear—and
sing!!
Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for
April, May and June are available in the gathering area. They’re a
nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and prayer.
Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

Please keep these people in your prayers
Alison Belvins Roselyn Lykken Dennis Smith
Liz Ellett Daniel Mendoza Gail Smith Terry Patridge Don White
Agnes Harris Jimmy Neece Joy Stanley Verlene Heady
Dennis Jones Steve Ray Gene Reynolds Dorothy Krug Connie Spagenburg
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Worship & Music Notes
June 2019
June’s lessons and thoughts
June 1&2: 7th Sunday of Easter. John 17:20-26. Jesus knows he will soon
return to the Father. His heartfelt “High Priestly Prayer” pours out his love for
his followers and wanting for them the intimate unity with God. And, in so
doing, for us to carry out Jesus’ mission in proclaiming “thy will be done.”

June 9th. Pentecost Sunday. John14:8-17 [25-27].Oh, what a wonderful day!
Pentecost is a day of promises fulfilled. The promised Spirit of God is poured out. By
the power of the Spirit we have seen the face of the Father in his only begotten Son
and have been saved by him. He has shown us the way.
What language do you speak? For the Reading on Pentecost Sunday (June 9th), we would like to include as
many different languages as possible, along with English. Check with the church office or with Pastor Paul if
you would like to participate!
June 16th. The Holy Trinity. John 16:12-15. Today we celebrate in the name of the Father, our
Creator, and of His Son, Jesus the Messiah, and of the Holy Spirit, who guides us every day. Often, the Trinity, as we have termed it, is a difficult concept, but just as we may wear many hats as
life goes on, we can better understand the concept of the Trinity. God, his love and saving grace
are revealed to us in the three aspects of creation, redemption, and mission.
June 23rd. Luke 8:26-39. After Jesus’ nap in the back of the boat during a storm, they landed in the
country of the Gergesenes, across from Galilee. They were met on shore by a man possessed by
demons, who lived among the tombs. The demons recognized Jesus
as the “Son of the Most High,” and begged Jesus not to torment them.
So, Jesus sent the demons from this poor man and into a nearby herd
of pigs, which then rushed over the edge and into the lake where they
drowned. Evil certainly recognizes the power of God.
June 30th. Luke 9:51-62. As Jesus and the disciples were making their
way toward Jerusalem and what they were to face there, several others
asked to follow along, yet they had excuses as to why they couldn’t
come just then. One had to bury a loved one and another asked to say
goodbye to his people at home. Jesus told them that no one who sets his hand to the plough and
keeps looking back is fit for the kingdom of God. How do we fit into this reading? Are we following
Jesus, or do we continually get sidetracked?
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Summertime Thoughts
Summertime offers a more leisurely pace—or seems to. Worship goes on
and our faith journey continues every day of the year, throughout every
season. Although there are no mid-week services to help us grow in faith,
we encourage you to join in on the Fellowship of Boredom Busters,
Dartball, Bread for Life, Tiki, Lunch Bunch and any other things that are
planned—or might be planned. And, of course, bring your praises to God at Sunday services!

Summer Schedule of Fellowship

Saturday, June 1st.
We welcome our monthly Saturday worship and Fellowship!
We will have Saturday worship at 5:00pm, followed by a time of
feasting, fun, and fellowship. Saturday, July 6th and Saturday,
August 3rd will also be Saturday worship and fellowship opportunities.
Sunday worship will continue to be at 9:00am.
Bread for Life Study Group

We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet Wednesdays,
11:30am – 12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle
reading for the upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily
Faith Practices, the second reading are usually on the library table.
There is no leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate. Paul’s letters to the young church at Corinth cover many issues
in the early church. And, yes, they’re just as timely today.

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual Growth,
Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more. You’re encouraged
to come find some good books to devote some time to, and let God’s word, in many different
forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young ones
who will be in your midst at any time, particularly this summer.
These books really need to be read, loved, and used where they
will be enjoyed!
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
We are so thankful for the donations of the members of Christ Lutheran, First
United Methodist and Chapelwood Churches to our organization. Your funds are
truly doing the Lord’s work. Those of us who work with Society are honored to be
able to help people and to let them know of your kindness and of Christ’s love for
them.
Rental assistance continues to be the greatest need. At the end of May, we received a call from a gentleman requesting help with his rent. He was confined to
a wheelchair and couldn’t work. His only income is a disability check. When the
need is great, it truly takes a village. Our heart is warmed by the response of the
Christian village in which we live. With pledges from many, including River of
Hope, St. Jerome’s Catholic Church, St. Michael’s St. Vincent de Paul, and our
own Society of St. Stephen, we were able to help pay his rent this month. He understands we are only able to help once a year.
More and more, it is taking the entire Christian village to help people, because the
need is great and rent prices in our area are so high. As the utility bills rise with
our summer temperatures, the demand for our assistance will almost certainly increase, as this will put further hardship on those in need.

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.
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Saturday, June 1st
Reader
Ushers

Betty Massey

Sunday, June 2nd
Pastor David Lykeen

Pat Northam

Marge Janke

Agnes Harris

Ppt Tech

Patty Northam

Steve Gluck

Musician

Linda Pirtle

Mary Morgan

Greeter

Sandy Wand/ Byron Sims

$ Counters
Sunday, June 9th

Sunday, June 16th

Reader

Jean Warren

Betty Massey

Usher

Pat Northam

Bob Drake

Usher
Pat Brannon

Greeter
PPT Tech

Patty Northam

Dave McCrery

Musician

Mary Morgan

Linda Pirtle

Jean Warren/ Jose Saavedra

Julie Saavedra/ Esther Braden

$ Counters

Saturday, June 23rd

Sunday, June 30th

Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech

Jean Warren

Musician

Sandy Naill

Mary Morgan

Jean Warren/ Esther Braden

Charlotte Braden/ Mary Morgan

$ Counters

Altar Guild Team for June is Betty’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the
Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.
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June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Saturday
Worship,
5PM

2

3

Worship 9AM

9

10

Worship 9AM
HomeGroup,
6PM

4

5 Bread for

6

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Life, Library
11:30AM

Tiki, 6:30PM Lunch
Bunch, 11AM

11

12

Bread for
Life, Library
11:30AM

13

18

19

20

21

22

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM

25

26

27

28

29

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

7

14

8

15
DartBall, 2PM

Discussion
Group,
10:15AM

16

17

Worship 9AM
Discussion
Group,
10:15AM

23

24

Worship 9AM
Council
Meeting 2PM
30
Worship 9AM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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