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…for people like us… 

              … in times like this… 

 

 

 

 Dear Christian Friends,  

 

I’m grateful to God to have the opportunity to 
serve as the interim pastor at Christ Lutheran Church 
in Lake Jackson, TX.  Please notice I did not script… 
“your interim pastor”… as pastors should not be 
owned yet it is always a privilege when I am intro-
duced by a church member when they say… “this is 
MY pastor…” while at the same time any pastor is not 
just a shepherd to a certain group of people… that 
pastor also becomes a spiritual guide and a spiritual 
voice to the friends and family of those said church 
members and a voice for the sake of the gospel to the 
community in which that pastor serves.  So, just for 
the record… “I’m the new guy and I’m making my way 
as best I can.” 

 

The old year has ended.  The new year 2023 
has arrived.  Life may not feel all that much different 
today than it did December 31st… or July 4th or Janu-
ary 1st 2022… but the arrival of a new year always 
opens the window of God’s house to allow God’s own 
newness to flow inside.  And since I’ve always consid-
ered myself a better teacher than a preacher… please 
allow me to share some ‘big picture’ stuff as the 
Church Council holds its retreat this month and as 
you as a congregation begin to gather data about who 
you are and where you sense God’s Spirit leading you 
as you enter more fully into the call process seeking a 
new pastor for CLC. 

 

It’s God’s desire that we foster actions that 
seek, create and sustain a healthy ministry…
Welcome to the next chapter of CLC’s history… … 
remembering Jesus said, “I make all things new! So… 
allow me to share a few paradigm models to help 
evaluate how faith life is being lived out here at Christ 
Lutheran Church and how you might use this “new 
day” to ramp up your Lutheran/Christian  faith for the 
sake of mission, ministry and the Gospel we call Je-
sus!  

 

 

 

 

WHAT A HEALTHY CHURCH LOOKS LIKE… 

 

Ten Essential Qualities of Healthy Churches:  

1. Empowering leadership / Glorifying God 
2. Developing Gift-oriented ministry 
3. Passionate spirituality & desire to grow  
4. Structures that function well on site  
5. Inspiring worship service  
6. Life-affirming small groups  
7. Need-oriented evangelism  
8. Loving relationships 
9. Responding well to cultural changes  
10. Trusting God via conversation & prayer 

 

Vital Signs of Healthy Churches: 

1. A positive pastor & staff  
2. A well-mobilized laity  
3. Biblical Priorities  
4. Meeting members' needs  
5. Proper balance of the dynamic relationship be-

tween celebration, congregation and small 
groups  

6. A common homogeneous denominator  
7. Effective evangelistic/outreach methods  
8. Biblical priorities 

 

10 Characteristics of a Healthy Disciple: 

1. Knowing God's empowering presence  
2. God-exalting/Christ centered worship  
3. Personal disciplines  
4. Learning & growing in community  
5. Commitment to loving/caring groups  
6. Servant-leadership development  
7. An outward focus  
8. Wise administration & accountability  
9. Stewardship & generosity 
10. Networking with the regional church  

 

Now just for the record, these are only three para-
digm models from more than 10 I could choose 
from. They are similar… but not the same. So, hap-
py new year… let’s tend to our faith and pray God 
will do a good work in each of us again as has been 
done in the past and will be promised to us even 
more so in the future! The peace of Christ be 
yours… pg 



The Tidings  3 

 


