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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
As I begin to write these words, still standing in 2020 on the seventh
day of Christmas (December 31st), we all look forward to crossing over
into a new year, and with it a new vision and a new hope. These
twelve days set aside as the Christmas season allow us to relish and
celebrate the joy that comes with the infant savior, laid in a manger and
heralded with songs of peace by heavenly voices.
You may not realize that the season of Christmas starts on Christmas Day, and the “twelve days”
count forward from there. Most of our society has picked up and moved on, ending – not beginning
– their celebrations by Christmas, or even Christmas Eve. On the day after Christmas, some news
outlets began to recount the passing year, still a week from being over. We seem ready to move on
to the “next big thing.” Stores have turned to Valentine’s Day. I have even seen Easter displays going up.
Many parts of the world hold major celebrations on Epiphany – or sometimes called Three Kings
Day (Dia de Reyes), on January 6th, the 13th day after Christmas. I flew to Puerto Rico on Christmas Day, 1982, to visit a family that I had come to know while in Dallas. When I went to church with
them – a congregation of the ELCA – the pastor asked me, “How can you get away at such a busy
time?” I tried to explain that all of our activities had wrapped up with our Christmas Eve worship.
I stayed with this family through New Year’s Day, enjoying their
celebrations each day, leading up to a family feast on Dia de
Reyes. People crowded the malls there, shopping for gifts to
share. They told stories about the Three Kings living in the stars,
who would come to children overnight on January 5th. The children put shoeboxes under their beds, hoping to find toys and
candy in the morning.
Celebrating the full twelve days of Christmas can inspire us in two ways. First, we savor more fully
the joy and hope of the incarnation, God coming in the flesh in Jesus to join our journey and bring
salvation to us and to the word. The four weeks of Advent before Christmas then take on more significance as a time of reflection and preparation.
Secondly, we learn to slow down a bit and enjoy the present. We begin to savor each day that we
live, beyond all special days and seasons. We can take some time to recognize the richness of
each moment, to appreciate all those whom we hold dear, and to move forward, not longing for the
next boost to come along, but to move forward with a firm grounding in real joy and hope, lived and
experienced and expected in the days and years ahead.
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor
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Happy Kings Day, because the children’s dream
that we carry inside will never end.
(Posters to share.)

Quarterly Devotionals are on the counter in the office.
January, February, and March
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the first quarter of 2021 are
available. They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy
them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.
The Tidings
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The Congregation Council, meeting January 10th,
elected to following officers for 2021:
Vice-President – Carrie Baker

Treasurer – Dave McCrery

Secretary – Mark Jessop

Financial Secretary – Dan Wand

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 21st year!
We are hoping to soon reconvene via Zoom. All are welcome and encouraged to join our
study and discussion. We will use Daily Discipleship, discussing the upcoming Gospel.
More details forthcoming.
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Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com

Happy Birthday!

1/16 Connie Spangenberg
1/17 Rachel Marks
1/19 Sue Rieshick
1/1 Harry Janke
1/2 Susan Geisler 1/24 Freddie Brown
1/11 Mary Dettloff 1/27 Tyler Bartholome
1/12 Naomi Perez 1/27 Pat Brannon
1/30 Madeline Bone

Don’t forget we have some household supplies up
here if you need any. Just contact the
church office @ 979-297-2013

Our shelves have so many good selec ons! Bible Studies, Devo onals,
Spiritual Growth, Chris an Fic on, Lutheran History, World Religions
and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come ﬁnd some good books to devote some me to, and let God’s
word, in many diﬀerent forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too,
if you have young ones who will be in your midst this holiday
season. These books really need to be read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed!
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General Trivia Questions
Answers on pg. 7
1. What do you call ice the shifts slowly
down a mountain?

6. What is Harry Potter’s middle name?
A. James

A. Glacier

B. Scott

B. Avalanche

C. Michael

C. Landslide
2. What do you call a young wolf?

7. What is the most popular musical instrument
during the middle ages?

A. Kitten

A. Drum

B. Cub

B. Flute

C. Pup

C. Lute

3. How many hearts does an Octopus have?

8. What is the animal symbol of America?

A. 1

A. Mockingbird

B. 2

B. Eagle

C. 3

C. Dove

4. Who invented the telephone?
A. Donald Trump

9. In which city were Romeo and Juliet together?

B. Alexander Graham Bell

A. Verona

C. Benjamin Franklin

B. Paris

5. How many arms does a squid have?
A. 5
B. 10
C. 8

C. New York
10. What is the outside of a cricket ball made
of?
A. Plastic
B. Leather
C. Foam

h&ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q
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Worship & Music Notes
January, 2021
It’s nice to have a choice. Praying it stays so!
In this time of social distancing, some will choose to gather in person, others will stay in virtual mode until they choose to come. Regardless of where you hear the word, here’s hoping
that you will find time to read through the lessons below and find time for reflection and
prayer.
If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to
help distribute communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the
social distancing aspect of worship.
The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones and we are grateful to have this opportunity to again come together—and you can help!
This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John
January 3rd. Epiphany. Although Epiphany is actually January 6th, we celebrate this event regardless. This also marks the end of the Twelve Days of Christmas. The magi come bringing gifts to little Jesus, recognizing his importance to the world.
January 10th, Baptism of Jesus. Both the gospel of Mark and the story in Acts make clear that it is
the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
he recognizes that some had been baptized by John but had never heard of the Holy Spirit. That
soon changed.
January 17th. 2nd Sunday after Epiphany. Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who
then bring others to Jesus. Philip’s friend, Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and see.”
January 24th. 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. In our call to discipleship, as well as that of the earliest
Christians, we learn that true discipleship can be costly. John the Baptist was arrested and later executed. Still, that didn’t stop people from following the Good News that Jesus taught.
January 31st. 4th Sunday after Epiphany. Forces of evil that can bring death and disease have
taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus
commands these evil forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority.

General Trivia Questions 3. C. 3
1. A. Glacier
2. B. Pup
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4. B. Alexander Graham Bell
5. B. 10
6. A. James

7. C. Lute
8. B. Eagle
9. A. Verona
10. B. Leather
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Services will also be posted on our Facebook page, website, and emailed to you.
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM
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