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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . . 
 

This time of year, I often get caught in the dangerous Christmas gift payback di-
lemma. You know how it goes. It happens when someone gives you a gift, and 
you say, “You didn’t have to do that!” If they say, “Oh yes, I did,” they destroy the 
beauty of the giving. If they say, “I know. I just wanted to show my thanks and ap-
preciation,” you feel an obligation – almost a burden – to find a gift for them. Either 
way, we find ourselves in the dead-end, no-win Christmas gift payback dilemma. 

 

Actually, a lot of our life happens in this transactional way. You do something 
and expect something in return. We have learned all too well the Latin phrase 
for this interaction: quid pro quo, “this for that.” We work and pay salaries; we 
buy and sell merchandise; we exchange favors with one another. Sometimes 
we even organize our families and friends by “What’s in it for me?” and “What 
have you done for me lately?” 

 

Another simple Latin phrase, pro bono, offers us an alternative, more healthy option. We sometimes 
take pro bono to me “for free,” as when lawyers offer their services to community organizations or to 
someone who cannot pay their fees. But pro bono literally means “for good,” for the good and 
health of our relationships, as well as for the good of the whole community. 

 

Doing something pro bono, rather than pro quo, would mean that we do not even notice the cost or 
value of a gift, nor do we expect any payment in response, other than a sincere thanks in welcom-
ing the transaction as a true gift. Imagine receiving something, even something of great value, 
which you never had to repay. You simply had to pass it on to someone else, to pay it forward! 

 

If all gifts come for the God, the greatest giver of all, then we simply pass around 
the blessings that God has already shared with us. I imagine giving a gift might 
be something like passing the potatoes around at a meal. I say “thank you,” take 
some for myself, and pass them on to someone else, who may ask me to pass 
the green beans. We share with one another, for the good of each other. 

 

We may find this approach fanciful or unrealistic, or you might feel overwhelmed about taking such 
a risk and making such a change. But imagine how different our relationships might be, when 
moved out of the quagmire of obligatory gratitude, feeling a burden to payback every gift. And what 
an amazing difference we might make in our communities as well, beyond our one-on-one interac-
tions, if we started first from pro bono, instead of from pro quo! 

 

God’s peace, 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 

Do to others as you would have them do to you. ... If 
you do good to those who do good to you, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners do the same. …But 
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting noth-
ing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrate-
ful and the wicked. Luke 6:31,33, 35 
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Every Tuesday from  
 

12:30-2:30PM  

 

Boredom Busters meets every Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30.  If you like playing 
games, give it a try.  We are always willing to learn a new game.  It's a fun and relax-

ing time! 

 

1/01 Harry Janke 
1/02 Susan Geisler 
1/11 Naomi Perez 
1/16 Connie Spangenberg 
1/17 Rachel Marks 
1/19 Sue Rieshick 
1/24 Freddie Brown 

1/27 Tyler Bartholome 
1/27 Pat Brannon 
1/30 Madeline Bone 

Happy New Year  
from all the Tiki players.  

 

Make a resolution to join us  
Thursday, January 2nd at 6:30pm.  

 

If you like playing cards,  
you will like this easy-to-learn game. 

If you like playing games,  

give it a try.  

We are always willing to learn a 

new game.  

Boredom Busters 
Every Tuesday from 12:30—2:30 
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Choir Practice is moving to  

Thursdays! 6:30-7:30. 

 

A new year, a new practice day! 

Bring your bucket to carry your tune 

if need be! Seriously, this little group 

has a lot of fun and works hard to 

bring you a tune that fits with the 

message. We’d love to have you join 

us.  
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Library Lines 

 

Our shelves have so many good selections! 

Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual 

Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran His-

tory, World Religions and so much more. 

You’re encouraged to come find some good 

books to devote some time to, and let 

God’s word, in many different forms, feed 

your soul.  

 

There are many children’s books, too, if 

you have young ones who will be in your 

midst at any time, particularly this sum-

mer. These books really need to be read, 

loved, and used where they will be en-

joyed! 

The meeting will start at 

10:00am.    

UÉÉ~    VÄâu    
Book being discussed: 

Bluebird, Bluebird 
By: Attica Locke 

January 15, 2020 

For those planning ahead the February selection is  

All the Light We Cannot See By: Anthony Doerr 
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes 
 

January’s lessons and thoughts 
 

January 5th – Epiphany. Matthew 2:1-12. Although January 
6th is actually the celebration of Epiphany, we will enjoy the 
Epiphany service a day early. We often think of an epiphany 
as an “aha moment” when there’s a new revelation to a 
thought or an idea. We are now in the light of Christ, revealed 
in the person of Jesus. The light of Christ reveals who we are: 
children of God. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of 
Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.  

 

 

January 12th – Baptism of Our Lord. Matthew 3:13-17. In the waters 
of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through 
this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the 
servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations.  

 

 

January 19th – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany. John 1:29-42. 
Today’s gospel begins with additional reflection on Jesus’ bap-
tism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world and is the one anointed by the Spirit. Christ is revealed 
among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to 
come and worship the Holy One and receive the gifts of grace 
and peace. 

 

January 26th – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany. Matthew 4:12-23. 
Jesus’ public ministry begins as he calls a motley bunch of guys 
to be the ones he’ll teach—over and over again, as His time 
with them goes on. First there are four fishermen who leave 
their nets to become “fishers of men.” He calls others from dif-
ferent walks of life, all imperfect folks. Interestingly, his public 
ministry begins shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by 
Herod.  
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Quarterly Devotionals 
 

Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for January, February and 

March are available in the gathering area. They’re a nice pocket size, packed with 

good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly 

fit well in a pocket or purse. 

Lunch Bunch 
January 3,  2020 

11:00am 

Smithhart’s Lake Jackson 
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN  

 

This has been a very busy month for Society of St. Stephen.  We 

have been able to help prevent two clients from being evicted. Most 

days that we were open we received the full amount of calls that we 

could take requesting rent assistance with rent or utilities. With the 

arrival of some colder weather we have had many clients needing help 

with electricity.  We have also had several referrals from other 

Christian agencies.  Together we were able to help these people over 

financial hurdles. 
 

One client was a lady who is a full time law student who will graduate 

in December. She has several children and works as many hours as 

possible at a part time job.  It was a joy to be able to help her with 

her rent, and know that she will soon be on solid financial footing! 
 

Thank you to all who ordered Christmas wreaths. They arrived in ear-

ly December, and all were picked up or delivered within three days. 

We are hoping that with this successful wreath sale and the contri-

butions from our member churches and individuals that we will be 

able to operate without closing in 2020! 

 Please keep these people  
in your prayers. 

Alison Belvins 

Roselyn Lykken 

Dennis Smith 

Dorothy Krug 

Liz Ellett 

Gail Smith 

Terry Partridge 

Agnes Harris 

Jimmy Neece 

Joy Stanley 
Dennis Jones 

Steve Ray 



christlutheran-lj.org  12 

 

Altar Guild Team for January Jean’s team.   

If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the Church Office:  

clcoffice2019@gmail.com or 979-297-2013.  

Training is minimal.  

Thank you for all who serve so willingly!  

January 

Serving in Worship 

 January 5, 2020 January 12, 2020 

Reader David Lykken Liz Ellett 

Ushers  
Gene Reynolds Pat Northam 

Sharon Reynolds Ronnie Tweedle 

Greeter Esther Braden  

Ppt Tech Dave McCrery Patty Northam 

Musician Mary Morgan Sandy Naill 

$ Counter  
Mary Morgan Ronnie Tweedle 

Diane Tweedle Agnes Harris 

 January 19, 2020 January 26, 2020 

Reader  Jean Warren 

Ushers  
Jose Saavedra Donna Tetlow 

Bob Drake  

Greeter Louise Drake  

Ppt Tech   

Musician Sandy Naill Linda Pirtle 

$ Counter  
Byron Sims  

Esther Braden  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Bread for Life 
11:30AM 

 

2 

Tiki 6:30PM 

Choir Practice 
6:30PM 

3 

Lunch Bunch 
11:00 @ Lake 
Jackson 
Smithhart’s 

4 

5 

Worship 
9:00AM 

6 

 

7 

Boredom 
Busters 
12:30PM 

8 

Bread for Life 
11:30AM 

 

9 

Choir Practice 
6:30PM 

10 11 

12 

Worship 
9:00AM 

13 14 

Boredom 
Busters 
12:30PM 

15 

Book Club 
10:00AM 

Bread for Life 
11:30AM 

 

16 

Choir Practice 
6:30PM 

17 18 

19 

Worship 
9:00AM 

20 

 

 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

21 

Boredom 
Busters 
12:30PM 

22 

Bread for Life 
11:30AM 

 

23 

Choir Practice 
6:30PM 

24 25 

26 

Worship 
9:00AM 

27 28 

Boredom 
Busters 
12:30PM 

29 

Bread for Life 
11:30AM 

 

30 

Choir Practice 
6:30PM 

31  

     January 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com

   

Secretary…… Denise Green:  clcoffice2019@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

 

    

    

The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


