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INTRODUCTION - The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas
season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.
In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like
the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who
we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism.
We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of
God’s love to all people.
Welcome Visitors! Please sign our guest book in the Gathering Area.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. Everyone
who seeks the Lord for forgiveness, mercy, and new life for daily living is
welcome to the table. Ushers will direct you. If you prefer grape juice to wine,
cups will be provided at the altar. Please dispose of your cups in the baskets at
the end of the altar rail. Children are also invited to participate.
WE GATHER
CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 60:1-6
1
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
2
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They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Calendar:
Sunday, January 5th, Worship, 9:00AM
Discussion Group, 10:15AM
Home Group, 6:00PM
Tuesday, January 7th, Boredom Busters, 12:30PM
Wednesday, January 8th, Bread for Life, 11:30AM
Thursday, January 9th, Choir Practice, 6:30PM
Sunday, January 12th, Worship, 9:00AM
Discussion Group, 10:15AM

GATHERING HYMN: We Three Kings (#646 Blue Book)
GREETING
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in
compassion, and bears gifts of mercy for all. Amen.
KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy page 184, Red Hymnal

Attendance Last Weekend: 36

Lord’s Work
November
YTD 2019
Bldg Loan
November
YTD 2019
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Income
$18,281.00
$160,662.14
Income
$3,226.00
$52,568.00

Expenses
$15,809.95
$181,914.15
Expenses
$4,949.53
$54,444.83

+/$2,471.05
-$21,252.01
+/-$1,723.53
-$1,876.53
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WE ARE SENT
BLESSING
Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, and
strength from the Spirit of life be blessings for you today and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN: This Little Light of Mine (#677 Red Book)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
We share God’s peace with one another.
HYMN OF PRAISE

Preaching/Presiding: Paul Geisler Jr
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003247.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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January 19, 2020
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Dave McCrery
Mary Morgan
Mary Morgan
Diane Tweedle
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If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice2019@gmail.com or 979-297-2013.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Love has come: God’s love for all people. Come and eat, for Christ invites you.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and give us bread for
the journey. Send us out in service to this world that you love, telling the amazing
news of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the
waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of
water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.
Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to
6
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Smith, Gail Smith, Joy Stanley, Gene Reynolds, Sharon Reynolds, and Donna
Tetlow. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Protect all your people, especially those who need special care, as well as those
who provide that care. Give strength and comfort day-by-day to Dorothy Krug,
Terry Partridge, and Connie Spangenburg. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Grant joy and support to all who celebrate their birthdays this week, including
Mary Dettloff. Give them the gifts of joy and peace of knowing your gracious love
for them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Ever-present One, in Christ Jesus we boldly come before you in worship. Nurture
and encourage all who gather for worship, those who serve in worship leadership
roles, and all who participate in the work of this faith community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Generous God, throughout time you have given us people who have shown us
the gift of your grace (especially). Inspire us by their faithfulness to serve you and
all your people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
steadfast mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WE SHARE THE HOLY MEAL
OFFERING & VIDEO MEDITATION
OFFERING PRAYER
Generous God,
you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth that
become the meal of your grace. Move in our hearts, that we might use
your giftsto bring hope and blessing wherever we go, through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WE HEAR THE WORD
READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through
the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles
participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.
1

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace
that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace
that was given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. We have observed his star at its rising,
and have come to worship him. Alleluia. (Matt. 2:2)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12
The Gospel for today, from the 2nd Chapter of Matthew
Thanks be to God.
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new
king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of
Israel.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and
all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY: Love Has Come (#292 Red Hymnal)
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
*universal
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Faithful God, continue to provide dedicated leaders and passionate people for
your church, so that wisdom and compassion in all its rich variety may be made
known throughout the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creating God, your glory shines around us in every star, creature, and person.
Liberate us from the ways we destroy your creation. Free us to care for the earth
so that all experience your bountiful goodness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Give your justice to the leaders of the world, O God. Endow them with humble
courage to defend the cause of the poor and give deliverance to those in need,
so that peace abounds in all countries (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
By the guidance of a star, you led the magi to pay homage to the Christ child.
Protect new families, those who live alone, travelers, those who suffer loss, and
all others in need especially Alison Blevins, Liz Ellett, Agnes Harris, Dennis
Jones, Roselyn Lykken, Jimmy Neece, Richard Poklikuha, Steve Ray, Dennis
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