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From the Pastor, to My Partners, …
For many people, Christmas ended a week ago. After singing the last verse of
“Silent Night,” Christmas trees headed for the attic or the beach, the lights came
down from the rooftops, and the angels all went back to heaven. Most do not realize
that Christmas is not just a day; it’s a season – a 12-day season, beginning on
Christmas Day and lasting through January 5th.
In this Christmas season we take time to “ponder” – one of the most forgotten words
associated with Christmas. After the shepherds left the manger, Mary “treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart.” (Luke 2:19) Joseph pondered his awkward situation when he first heard about
Mary’s pregnancy. (Matthew 1:20) We, too, can ponder. We consider deeply and thoroughly the wonders and
the gifts of God coming among us into our world to walk beside us, to offer us grace and peace and hope, to
save us from ourselves and from each other.
Pondering Christmas helps us in two very important ways. First, Christmas
gives us an unshakeable foundation in the promise of God’s love for us and for
our world. God loved us and the world so much to join us in our lives, to give all
of God’s self for the love of the world, to promise us that nothing would ever
separate us from God’s love. (Romans 8:38-39)
Second, Christmas gives us the hope and courage to reach out in love to others. God leads us our of our
comfy and easy places to anywhere God’s love needs to shine. We go with
confidence and strength because we know the powerful reassurance that
comes from the birth of a baby in a manger.
Take some time to ponder Christmas yourself. One day
and gone will hardly do. Even the full twelve days may
seem inadequate. But at least we get a good start on a pattern to consider the strong
foundation we have in God’s love and the exciting future ahead in ministry to the love of
Christ for our world. We all have some pondering to do.

God’s peace,

Paul Geisler
Pastor

As the true end-point of the Christmas season
Epiphany (January 6th) sends us into the world to
live out the Incarnation, to witness to the light of
Christ in the darkness. Following Jesus, we have
been baptized into his death and resurrection.
Whether we are called to martyrdom, or to prophetic witness, or simply to faithful living in the
joys and sorrows of our daily lives, we live all of
our days in the knowledge of our dignity, redeemed through Christ and united to God.
by Edwin and Jennifer Woodruff Tait,
“The Real 12 Days of Christmas,” Christianity
Today
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Confirmation class – for anyone 7th grade and older that has not completed the class.
Confirmation class leads to an “educated commitment” to God and to God’s ministry in the
world through the church. It typically involves one hour per week for two years, then leads to
“adult” membership in the church.
All who are interested may contact the church office or Pastor Paul for more details.

+ + +

ELCA Youth Gathering – in Houston!
This Summer
June 27 – July 1
All 8th – 12th Graders
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith formation known as
the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible
study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and
inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.

The Tidings

3

24 Questions for the New Year

Prayerfully ask yourself these 24 questions. Once, when the people of God
had become careless in their relationship with Him, the Lord rebuked them
through the prophet Haggai. "Consider your ways!" (Haggai 1:5) he
declared, urging them to reflect on some of the things happening to them
and to evaluate their slipshod spirituality in light of what God had told them.
Even those most faithful to God occasionally need to pause and think about
the direction of their lives. Instead of bumping along from one busy week to
another, stop and ponder where we're going and where we should be
going. For starters, here are 24 questions to ask prayerfully in the presence
of God as you "Consider your ways."
1.What's one thing you could do this year to increase your enjoyment of
God?
2.What's the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do this
year?
3.What's the single most important thing you could do to improve the
quality of your family life this year?
4.In which spiritual discipline do you most want to make progress this year,
and what will you do about it?
5.What is the single biggest time-waster in your life, and what will you do
about it this year?
6.What is the most helpful new way you could strengthen your church?
7.For whose well-being will you pray most fervently this year?
8.What's the most important way you will, by God's grace, try to make this
year different from last year?
9.What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year?
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10.What single thing that you plan to do this year will matter most in 10 years? In
eternity?
11.What's the most important decision you need to make this year?
12.What area of your life most needs simplifying, and what's one way you could
simplify in that area?
13.What's the most important need you feel burdened to meet this year?
14.What habit would you most like to establish this year?
15.Who do you most want to encourage this year?
16.What's the single most important thing you could do to improve the quality of your
daily life this year?
17.What's one new way you could be a blessing to your pastor or to another who
ministers to you this year?
18.What's one thing you could do this year to enrich the spiritual legacy you will leave
to your children and grandchildren?
19.What book, in addition to the Bible, do you most want to read this year?
20.What one thing do you most regret about last year, and what will you do about it
this year?
21.In what area of your life do you most need growth, and what will you do about it this
year?
22.What skill do you most want to learn or improve this year?
23.To what need or ministry will you try to give an extra amount of effort this year?
24.In what area of your life do you most need change, and what will you do about it
this year?
The value of many of these questions is not in how profound they are, but that they
bring an issue or commitment into focus. For example, just by articulating which
person you most want to encourage this year, you will be more likely to remember to
encourage that person.
If you've found these questions helpful, you might want to put them someplace - in a
day planner, PDA, calendar, bulletin board, etc. - where you can review them more
frequently than once a year.
In all things, let us remember our dependence on Jesus, who said, "I am the vine; you
are the branches. … apart from me you can do nothing" (John 15:5).
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Register an account at www.goodsearch.com, and list Christ Lutheran
Church as your "cause." Once logged in, do your searches from that
site, and our congregation will receive 1¢ for each search you make!
Think how many times you use Google or Yahoo or Bing! Switch to Goodsearch, and send some
money to the church!
Related to Goodsearch. (There's a link on the Goodsearch site.) Just list
Christ Lutheran Church Lake Jackson as you "cause." Register an account at www.goodshop.com. Access that account every time you want to shop online, and check
for retailer where you want to shop. You can find nearly every online retailer you might want, each
offering various percentages back on your purchase.

HOME GROUP
JANUARY 21
Join us
We will resume our discussion of THE FAITH
CLUB.
6:00 PM
Please join us at 247 Chestnut, Lake Jackson
Call the Rayburns, 297-4651, for information.

Happy New Year from all Tiki players.
Looking for more players in 2018. Your next opportunity is Thursday, January
4 at 6:30 pm
Invite a friend.
All are welcome.
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Council News
January 7th—Council Retreat from 2-5PM,
Council Installation.
January 21st-Council Meeting at 2:00PM
January 28th– Congregational Meeting following 9AM service. Budget & General
church business, election of the 2018 Nominating Committee, a member of the Audit
Committee, and Financial Secretary.
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Worship & Music Notes
January 2017

The daylight hours are still short, but the Light of the World is always with us.
We celebrate Jesus as the Light of the World during this Epiphany season.
January 7th – We celebrate the Epiphany. Matthew 2:1-12.
Officially the twelfth day of Christmas, Epiphany is celebrated on January 6th. However, it is
such a beautiful story that bears retelling. We hear of the magi reaching the child and bringing
their gifts of gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. Gifts fit for a king and yet, for burial purposes, as
well. On this day, we celebrate Christ being made known to the Gentiles. Word and sacrament
invite us into God’s grace and mercy.
January 14th – Baptism of Our Lord. Mark 1:4-11
John the Baptist came to the Jordan, offering baptism in repentance and forgiveness of sin. He
proclaimed that “After me comes one who is mightier than I. I am not fit to unfasten his shoes.
I have baptized you with water; he bill baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” So Jesus approached
John to be baptized. When Jesus came up from the waters, the heavens opened and the Spirit
alit upon Jesus like a dove. A voice from heaven was heard “This is my Son, my beloved, on
whom My favor rests.”
January 21st – Third Sunday after Epiphany. John 1:43-51
Jesus began His ministry by gathering a motley group of disciples and they followed him to
Galilee. Several more disciples were added to this core group, some hearing Jesus speak of
seeing them and knowing about them before they had even met him. He then said “in truth, in
very truth I tell you all, you shall see heaven wide open, and God’s angels ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
January 28th – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. Mark 1:21-28
Jesus and the disciples came to Capernaum, where Jesus went to teach in the synagogue. People were astounded at his knowledge. There was a man in the synagogue possessed by an unclean spirit. He shrieked: “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth…I know who you
are—the Holy One of God.” Jesus released the man of the unclean spirit. Of course, this news
spread rapidly.
We go from “Come and see” to “Go and do!” as we live our lives in the Light of Christ, as
the hands of Christ. May God bless us and send us to use our gifts as we begin 2018.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Bread for Life Study Group
Bread for Life Study Group began in January, 2000.
If you can’t make it to Sunday School, but would like to learn more from the Bible, join
us!
We meet Wednesdays from 11:30 – 12:30, in the church library.
January’s study and discussion will come from Ephesians, Acts, and 1 Corinthians

Oh, my! We have rousing, interesting, thought-provoking discussions. And when in doubt, we ask Pastor Paul for insight, or find some answers on Google as we discuss the upcoming epistle lesson. Copies
of the appropriate study are usually on the library table. There is no leader, no test, nothing but great
fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.
Quarterly Devotional Booklets
Christ in Our Home and The Word in Season should be available in the gathering area. Both are worthy of
few minutes of your time each day to reflect on the thoughts shared along with the scripture references provided. What a great way to start off 2018.

Adult Choir Practice
Wednesdays at 6:30PM
There is much joy finding prayer in song. And there is much joy in the fellowship we share. We always welcome more voices! Let your voice be heard. Come have a good time with us and make a
joyful noise unto the Lord!
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Thank you to everyone who helped with
gifts for CPS! We filled up 3 cars!

January 8th at
9:00AM, Servant
Ministry Meeting.

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at The Fill Station
Friday, January 5th at 11:00 AM
Please join us for fun, good food and
great fellowship and conversations.
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
December was a busy month for the Society of St. Stephen. We continue
to see the results of families who were affected by Harvey.
A young mother has three children including a new baby and needed money for January rent. Recently divorced, she is in the process of getting
child support. They lost their home to flooding during Harvey and are now
in an apartment. The mother just returned to work after maternity leave,
but she will not receive a check until January. Her rent was not due until
January 1, so she was planning ahead. Society pledged $200.
Another young family with 1 child also needed January rent money. They
had suffered losses in the flood, then the husband lost his job after being
sick with the flu. The wife has recently acquired a job, but will not receive a check for several weeks. Their mother-in-law paid all of their December rent. The family was being proactive trying to obtain funds for
their January rent. Society was also able to donate $200 towards helping
them pay their rent.

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the
First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and
Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing
emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

The Tidings

11

Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Sunday, January 7th

Sunday, January 14th

David Lykken

David Lykkeen

Gene Reynolds
Sharon Reynolds
Donna Tetlow
Jean Warren
Mary Morgan
Betty Massey

Donna Tetlow
Bob Drake
Louise Drake
Patty Northam

Sunday, January 21st
Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Dan Wand/Julie Saavedra

Sunday, January 28th

Jean Warren
Floyd Ellington
Donna Tetlow
Agnes Harris
Dave McCrery

Sandy Wand
Jose Saavedra
Betty Massey
Diane Tweedle
Dave McCrery

Betty Massey/Esther Branden

Agnes Harris/Byron Sims

Altar Guild Team for January is Betty’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the
Church Office: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.

Cadelyn Bennett
Alison Blevins
Maddie Bone
Liz Ellett
Leon Giese
Agnes Harris

Steve Ray
Dorothy Rayburn
Leota Romaine
Doris Schwank
Dennis Smith
Gail Smith

Verlene Heady
Dennis Jones
Joe Jones
Dorothy Krug
Barb Lundahl

Connie
Spangenburg
Joy Stanley
Patty Walker

Bob Lundahl
Roselyn Lykken
Daniel Mendoza
Jimmy Neece
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Jan.1 Harry Janke
Jan.2 Susan Geisler
Jan.11 Mary Dettloff
Jan. 12 Naomi Perez
Jan. 16 Connie Spangenberg
Jan. 17 Rachel Marks

Jan. 24 Freddie Brown
Jan. 27 Pat Brannon
Jan. 27 Tyler
Bartholome
Jan. 29 Brianna Morris
Jan. 30 Madeline Bone
Jan. 31 Judy Wood

Jan. 19 Sue Rieschick
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

3

Church
Office Closed

Boredom
Busters
@12PM

Bread for Life, Tiki @
Library
6:30PM
@11:30AM

Lunch Bunch
@11AM The
Fill Station

7 Worship

8

9

10

12

13

@9AM
Council
Retreat 25PM

Servant Minis- Boredom
try @ 9AM
Busters @
12PM

Bread for Life, Upward BasLibrary
ketball @5PM
@11:30AM

14

15

16

17

19

20

Worship
@9AM

Boredom
Busters @
12PM

Bread for Life, Upward BasLibrary
ketball @5PM
@11:30AM

21 Worship 22

23

24

26

27

@9AM
Council meeting @2PM
Home Group
@6PM

Boredom
Busters
@12PM

Bread for Life, Upward BasLibrary
ketball @5PM
@11:30AM

28 Worship 29

30

31

@9Am
Congregation
Meeting following service

Boredom
Busters
@12PM

Bread for Life,
Library
@11:30AM

11

18

25

5

Sat

1
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Fri

6
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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