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Christ Lutheran Church

The Tidings

Issue #331

Congregation Meeting
Sunday, January 31, 2016
following the 2nd service (approximately 11:30 AM).
The agenda of the meeting shall include

the 2014 Church

election of Nominating and Audit Committee
members and adoption of
Budget.

Take a Look!
Keep those Food King receipts! Bring them to CLC and drop them off into the jar
on the News and Fellowship table in the Welcome Area. They will match 1% of
the receipts—that is great news for CLC!
Also—Did you know that you can sign up at Kroger.com—under the Community
Rewards tab? All you need to do is— Create an Account 9if you don’t already
have one), Sign Up, Enroll and find your Organization. The Kroger Community
Rewards will give back a percentage to CLC for purchases made.
And don’t forget about the Rayburn’s! See page 12 for information on their
upcoming gathering.

Be sure to check the CLC News Board in the Welcoming area. There are
a lot of fantastic readings and events posted there. You can also pick up
a 2016 Time & Talent packet if you have not already done so.
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From the Pastor, to my Partners, …
The new year brings new hope for new beginnings. We live in a time
of great sadness and fear; and this past year has been one of tremendous grief. We share a longing for a message of light in such a time of
darkness.
As we enter 2016, God’ word remains true: “The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5) And, “the
angel said to [the shepherds], ’Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’” (Luke
2:10-11)

Sadness and fear can fill our times of darkness and trouble. Hope
may come in tiny pieces, difficult to discern among our troubled
feelings: the caring hands of a first-responder, a, hug from somebody standing close by, an outstretched arm pulling upward, a
message of compassion and companionship from an old friend.
These rays of light, like a small crack in a door, come offering new
opportunity. We need not respond in protective escape or in hateful fight .

Jesus once said, “Now when these things begin to take place, stand
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near." (Lu.ke 21:28) Scripture continually reminds us that God is
always present, especially in any time of trouble or pain. We may
feel far away from anything heavenly or divine, but those places
are exactly where God tends to show up.

Finding and living in hope becomes a journey, but one well-worth
each struggled step. With God’s light we can join with those
around us to encourage and support others, and offer back messages that lead to new paths of light and opportunity for a different world for everyone around us.
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Sometimes graphics express truths more clearly than a long
paragraph of words. May you find enrichment in God’s light, and
have a happy and hope-filled new year!
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

-TAKE A LOOK-

Our quarterly devotionals, "Christ in Our
Home" and "The Word in Season" are available in the gathering area. Enjoy growing your
faith as we start a new year.
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Gifts and Preparations
Semega, class pres. and his family
Susan Smith, Garoua Boulai
December 20, 2015
A Christmas tradition worldwide is to give gifts. Jesus was a gift to the world. The wise men brought
him gifts. St Nicholas who died in 343 became known, in part, because he gave gifts. So, today, we
give gifts too at Christmas time.
Yes, I know many complain that Christmas has become too commercial. Even those who don’t celebrate Jesus’ birth go into debt to buy lots of (especially name-brand or up-to-the-minute) “stuff.” But,
the distortion of a tradition doesn’t negate its basic value even if it might influence the ways we give
(or ask for) gifts.

Since I have been in Garoua Boulai, I have tried to find gifts that meet
the needs of the recipients and to give something small to those I see
the most often. I am giving the Bible School students ibuprofen because they don’t have basic medicines, mostly because they have so
little money. I am including directions for its use. I even wrapped them
up in old yogurt containers. (No, each is not full of medicine, but the
container is also a small gift.) I have baked pumpkin pies and ginger
snaps that I am sharing with friends – both Christian and Muslim.

I know that others like to give gifts, too, even if they don’t have the means to give much. So, I requested a gift from the Bible School students and their spouses. During morning meditations, they sing beautifully and in harmony. I
asked them to come 15 minutes early to a meditation one day so that
they could sing four hymns (in Gbaya) which they often sing and that
have become favorites of mine. They were overjoyed to do it! How
do I know? Instead of 15 minutes early, they showed up at 6:45 – 45
minutes before the meditation! At 7:05 they sent the class president
to my house to say they were ready and waiting for me. (This, from
students who are often late for the 7:30 meditation, class, meetings,
etc.) They sang with gusto and even borrowed a drum to accompany
the songs! I am thrilled with my present.
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We also took pictures of the students and their families in front of their houses. That was for me, too, although I am sharing the photos and songs with any student who can bring a USB flash drive.
I attended the children’s Christmas pageant. OK, it was part of OSEELC
Week that I wrote about recently, but the children of hospital employees,
directed by Dr. Joely, sang Christmas songs in Malagasy, English, and
French. They also retold (in French) the Christmas story. Well done.
Special meals are also a tradition for the Christmas season – in the USA
and Cameroon/CAR. I will be sharing Christmas dinner with Dr. Solofo
and Dr. Joely. I think someone has been trying to help me out; several
cattle have been grazing (and lowing) around my house. This week, three
have decided that my carport is a great place to be. I figure if they use my
space and leave me cow pies (presents?), they must be gifts that I can use
for Christmas dinner, no??

(Well, maybe not. I would have to butcher them myself and the owners might be
upset. I guess it would be better to try to find the owners and get them to control
where their cattle go.)
Here, like in the USA, gifts for kids are meant to be a surprise. I am keeping a
couple of dolls and some blocks for a neighbor. She will get a surprise, too,
since I have wrapped them in Christmas paper and added a small “Santa Claus”
gift.
I consider it a great gift that I could talk to the Pittsburgh Ragin’ Grannies last
Wednesday for 40 minutes during their holiday gathering. Yes, I had to call at
1:30 a.m. my time, but it was well worth it! Love the new “no guns” version of
the gaggle song. Thanks for all the news and good wishes.

My new computer, camera, passport, etc. are in Yaoundé! I can’t really call them presents since the insurance and I paid for them after the theft at my house, but I can say it will be like Christmas after they
come the last eight hours to GB. Thanks to Willie Langdji who brought most of my new “stuff” from the
USA after his meeting in Chicago. (I’m not sure yet when or how they will make the last leg of the journey.)
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Other preparations. I have never really gotten into doing a lot of decorating for Christmas. In
Pittsburgh, I used the excuse that I usually left my house to be with family for
the holiday. I don’t have that excuse here. I could say that it’s because it’s not
cold and snowy. (Of course, from what I hear it isn’t cold or snowy in Pennsylvania now either! Temperatures in the 60s.) It is hot and sunny (up to the
mid/upper 80s during the day, even if it gets down to 5560 at night), so it doesn’t “feel” like Christmas here. It’s
probably safer to say that I am just lazy… Why put up
stuff that you just have to take down in a couple of
weeks?? I did get a carved crèche scene last year. I so
have put it and the hot mitt with Father Christmas out, so I
have decorated! (The hot mitt belongs to the guest house; I found it here…)

Advent is not big here (although it has been mentioned in a couple of sermons).
Christmas carols aren’t very common either. That is, they exist, but I rarely hear them. Children,
though, go around the neighborhood singing on Christmas Eve. They are given candy or small
coins for their efforts. I have some candy ready.

I am preparing as I can and reflecting on Jesus’ teaching – ways we can better follow his example
wherever we are as we wait for his second coming and the celebration of his birth: feed the hunger,
give drink to the thirsty, clothe those without, visit the sick and imprisoned. Treat all as our neighbors, especially those who are different in culture and religion.
Blessed Advent and an early Merry Christmas!

Important Dates
January 10

Council Retreat (Center for the Arts planetarium)

January 19

Council Meeting (church parlor)

January 24

Budget Meeting (church parlor)

January 31

Congregation Meeting (BIG agenda item: Approve the budget)
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Jan 1

Harry Janke

Jan 2

Susan Geisler

Jan 9

Viola Watson

Jan 10

Curtis Wetherell

Jan 11

Mary Dettloff

Jan 12

Naomi Perez

Jan 16

Connie Spangenburg

Jan 19

Sue Rieschick

Jan 24

Freddie Brown

Jan 27

Tyler Bartholome

Jan 27

Pat Brannon

Jan 29

Brianna Morris

Jan 30

Madeline Bone

Jan 31

Judy Wood
Thank You!

To any and all who participated in Advent mid-week services, to those who
prepared, served, and cleaned up after our Christmas dinner, to those who
lifted their voices in song, spread the
feast of Communion on the altar, to
those who corralled the cherubs and
turned them into angels, shepherds,
and Christmas-story stars! Making
worship and fellowship memorable

It is 2016 and the Tiki players are still going
strong. Join us Thursday, January 7 at 6:30 pm for fun
and fellowship. Bring a snack to share. Bring a friend
or neighbor. All are welcome!
Fun….Fun….and more Fun!!!!!

Bread for Life Study Group
We will meet again beginning January 6th,
2016.
Wednesday’s, 11:30am – 12:30pm in the church
library. We discuss the readings for the upcoming
Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily Discipleship are usually on the library table. There is no
leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and
discussion—and a bit of chocolate.

Alison Blevins

Doris Schwank

Georgia Clark

Dennis Smith

Liz Ellett

Gail Smith

Verlene Heady

Connie Spangenburg

Dennis Jones

Betty Thomas

Dorothy Krug

Charles Updike

Roselyn Lykken

Dora Updike

Riley Matteck

Clara Veatch

Jimmy Neese

Viola Watson

Patty Northam

Ruth Wetherell

Steve Ray

Pauline Zabel

Duane Rayburn
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Worship & Music Notes
January, 2016

The daylight hours are still short, but the Light of the World is always
with us.
We celebrate Jesus as the Light of the World during this Epiphany
season.
From the jumpstart of “Merrythanksgivoween” that we find early on in the season, until the last strains of
Silent Night fade into the stillness of Christmas. It certainly seems as though Christmas was a long time
coming. Now, we fast-forward into Epiphany and into an early Lenten season! The Baby in the Manger is
growing up and getting on with His mission, as our readings for January tell.
January 3rd – The Word became flesh. Our last Sunday in the Christmas season. John’s gospel tells of
the Word who became flesh and dwelt among us, bringing grace and truth to the world.
January 10th – Baptism of Our Lord From the time John leaped in Elizabeth’s womb, he knew he was
the one to prepare the way for the One who was coming. And when John baptized Jesus, the heavens
opened and God spoke. God speaks to us in our baptism and we know we are His children, through the
gift of the Holy Spirit! Be blessed to be a blessing!
January 17th – Good wine! Oops! The wedding planners ran out of wine and Jesus’ mother, Mary, entreated him to do something about it! He did. His first miracle was of turning water into wine—and good
wine, at that! In Christ Jesus, the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see!
January 24th – Jesus in his hometown. Jesus returned to Nazareth, where he’d grown up known only
as the son of a carpenter. Yet, his teachings in the synagogue astonished those who listened to this
hometown boy! Oh, they were mighty proud of this young man!
January 31st – Jesus continued his message to the hometown folk, pointing out things He knew they
should be doing in terms of service to those in need, quoting scripture regarding the prophets Elijah and
Elisha. In hearing what Jesus deemed were their shortcomings, they became furious and attempted to
throw him off a cliff. He walked away unharmed.
We go from “Come and see” to “Go and do!” as we
live our lives in the Light of Christ, as the hands of
Christ. May God bless us and send us to use our gifts as
we begin 2016!
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Get REVVED UP for a Happy and Coool Year/Summer at CLC!
Energizing for Christ raffle tickets are available for purchase & to sell Now by contacting
Marge Janke or any of the other planning committee members: Betty Massey, Kiki Treichle,
or Linda McCrery. Backup number is the church office.
979-297-2013 or clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Important information to remember....Raffling a portable generator, Yukon 50qt cooler, and
a $75. Target card.
$5. /ticket or $25. for pack of 6.
There will also be several top seller gifts awarded. Drawing will be at the April 16 Faith
4 Good Event, but do not Need to be present to Win. Goal is to raise $5,000.
Everyone is needed to sell and flyers are available with the necessary information to
share with purchasers. Take fliers to your work areas or other locations which allow
them. Talk about our need for AC in the LICC and ask for support from neighbors and
friends. If you would like to sell in the community with or without a planning team member,
please let one of the members know. We've gotten the ok to sell tickets inside Food King, at
Helping Hands and Hearts Hospice thrift store, at the SPCA thrift store, outside LaCasona in
Angleton, and others possibly. Let's join together for positive energy!
ALSO at the Congregational Meeting....
To help pay for the Yukon cooler, the committee is planning to serve Chicken Spaghetti and
salad after the congregational meeting on Jan. 31. Food is being provided by a Thrivent
Action card submitted by Walter Dean. Join us for food and fellowship after the meeting!
ENERGIZING FOR CHRIST @ CLC Christ Lutheran Church
Drawing to be held April 16, 2016 at 3 PM
Location: Clute Park
Tickets $5.00 ea or 6 for $25.00
Need not be present to win
GRAND PRIZE
GP3300 Generac Portable Generator w/2 yr. warranty
Fuel-3.35 gals. – Run Time-10.25 hrs
Second Prize

Third Prize

50 Quart Yukon Cooler

$75. Target Gift Card

Proceeds support CLC property improvements
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What is Amazon Smile?
Do you shop Amazon? Do you have friends or family
that shop Amazon? Check this out!!!
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web
browser on your computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a
bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start
your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Of course you can! The settings are the same. There is no need to create a new account.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations.
Any item that is eligible will be clearly marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile

10

How do you select your charitable organization?
Here’s how!
On your fist visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) - you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your selection and
then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in
a donation to your selected organization.

How much of your purchase does Amazon donate?
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid
for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & handling, gift wrapping fees and taxes. From time to time, AmazonSmile may offer special, limited time promotions that increase the donation amount on one or more
products or services!

smile.amazon.com
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January 2016

Sunday, January 3
Worship, Sanctuary….……………....…..8:00 AM
Worship, Sanctuary…………….….......10:30 AM
Thursday, January 7
Tiki……….……...……………………... ..6:30 PM

Sunday, January 10
Worship, Sanctuary….……………....…..8:00 AM
Christian Education……………………...9:15 AM
Worship, Sanctuary…………….….......10:30 AM
Council Retreat………………………
Center for the Arts Planetarium
Tuesday, January 12
Servant Ministry…….…………..….… ..10:00 AM

Sunday, January 17
Worship, Sanctuary………………..…..8:00 AM
Christian Worship……………………...9:15 AM
Worship, Sanctuary………….…........10:30 AM
Tuesday, January 19
Church Council, Parlor……………… ..7:00 PM

Wednesday, January 20
Bread for Life, Library……………...….11:30 PM
Adult Choir.……………………………….6:30PM

Sunday, January 24
Worship, Sanctuary…………….....…..8:00 AM
Christian Worship……………………...9:15 AM
Worship, Sanctuary………….…........10:30 AM
Budget Meeting……………..Church Parlor

Wednesday, January 13
Sunday, January 31
Bread for Life, Library……………….….11:30 PM
Worship, Sanctuary……………....…...8:00 AM
Adult Choir.……………………………..….6:30PM
Christian Worship……………………...9:15 AM
Worship, Sanctuary………….…........10:30 AM
Congregational Meeting—immediately follows
10:30 AM service

Mark your calendars for January 24. It is Home Group at the Rayburn's. 6:00. We will discuss the movie, Do You Believe?
The movie is available on Demand and at Redbox. Use the cool
weather as an excuse to snuggle up with the movie and then join us
*Life in Christ Center-Gym
on the 24 for a lively discussion and great food and fellowship!
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In Case You Missed The News…..
Free WIFI Now Available!

You can now access our church wifi when you are not
close to the church office. We have wifi extenders in the
Gathering Area and in the Life in Christ Center (the gym).
Look for CLC_ext in the Gathering Area,
and use 86plantation for the password.
Look for LICC_gym in the Life in Christ
Center, and us the same password,
86plantation.

Shop Online and Support Your Congregation
Now you can support our congregation simply by shopping online -- without any extra
cost to you! You actually have a couple of options .

Access the retailer of your choice through the www.goodshop.com website. They have
many, many retailers that all offer some percentage back to our
congregation.

You can also use smile.amazon.com to access all the opportunities available on www.amazon.com, except by going
through "smile" you will support our congregation.

In both cases will set up an account and choose our congregation as the organization you wish to support.
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Upcoming Thrivent Financial Workshops
Name: Your Estate Strategy: Estate Planning Basics
Where:

Christ Lutheran Church
86 Plantation Ct.
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

When: Tuesday January 12, 2015 at 12 pm and at 6:30 pm.
An estate strategy is passing the right assets; to the right people, trusts, and charities; In the right
amounts; and at the right time; with no or minimal estate transfer costs. An estate strategy
should address: The people and charities that are important to you. We will look at the probate
process and taxes. We will cover general estate planning concepts and strategies, focusing primarily on wills but also addressing several other key points in estate planning such as a durable
power of attorney, trusts, probate, healthcare directives, beneficiary designations, gift taxes, etc.
We will also briefly cover legacy planning, planned giving, and brief overview of the In-Faith Foundation from Thrivent.
The educational workshop events will be presented by Thrivent Financial representative Bryan C
Davis, CLTC® Financial Associate
This is an educational experience. No financial products will be sold.
There will be refreshments and food at each event.
To reserve a seat for yourself or, for yourself and a guest, contact us at the church or contact Bryan C Davis, CLTC® Financial Associate, at (979) 848-7631 or email bryan.davis@thrivent.com
Thrivent Financial is a faith-based membership organization that has helped its members be wise
with money and live generously for more than 100 years.
No products will be sold at this educational event. If requested, a Thrivent Financial representative may contact you and financial solutions, including insurance, may be solicited.
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January 3
8:00 AM

January 10
10:30 AM

Acolytes

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

Maddie Bone

Eli Matteck

Readers

Paul Romine

Linda McCrery

Debbie Smith

George Warren

Ushers

Leota Romine
Betty Massey

Don White
George Warren

Paul Romine
Leota Romine

Robert Drake
Dan Wand

Greeters

Agnes Harris

Sharon White

Veronica Waldorf

Donna Tetlow

Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Jean Warren

Dave McCrery

Kathy Sims

Musician

Mary Morgan

Mary Morgan

Linda Pirtle

Linda Pirtle

M Counters

Sandy Wand/Marv Dettloff

Sandy Wand/Betty Massey

January 17
8:00 AM

January 24
10:30 AM

Acolytes

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

Haley Hughes

Eli Matteck

Readers

Mary Morgan

Linda McCrery

Betty Massey

Susan Geisler

Ushers

David Nail
Gene Reynolds

Robert Drake
Donna Tetlow

George Warren
Pat Northam

Marv Dettloff
Floyd Ellington

Greeters

Sharon Reynolds

Sandra Wand

Veronica Waldorf

Sharon White

Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Jean Warren

Sandy Nail

Kathy Sims

Musician

Sandy Nail

Sandy Nail

Mary Morgan

Mary Morgan

M Counters

Estelle Brubaker/Dave McCrery

Karen Dettloff/Mary Morgan

January 31

February 7

8:00 AM
Acolytes

10:30 AM

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

Maddie Bone

Eli Matteck

Readers

Mary Morgan

Marv Dettloff

Betty Massey

Susan Geisler

Ushers

David Nail
Sandy Nail

Jose Saavedra
Don White

Paul Romine
Leota Romine

Marv Dettlof
Estelle Brubaker

Greeters

Agnes Harris

Linda McCrery

Sharon Reynolds

Linda McCrery

Ppt Tech

Kiki Treichel

Jean Warren

Dave McCrery

Kathy Sims

Musician

Linda Pirtle

Linda Pirtle

Sandy Nail

Sandy Nail

M Counters

Bob Drake/Julie Saevedra

TBD

15

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr…... clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary…..Mary Gibson…..

clcoffice@sbcglobal.net

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving Together

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

Ministers…..The People of Christ

Worship Schedule
Sunday at 8:00 and 10:30 AM
Sunday School at 9:15 AM

Missionaries


Dr Susan Smith…..Serving in Central African Republic



Stephen Deal…..Serving in Central America

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
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