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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .  

 

To give you some insight into how we plan worship services, we have choic-
es of three Bible passages, plus a Psalm, in the Revised Common Lection-
ary, a pattern followed by Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, and 
Presbyterians, among others. This outline gives me ideas and insight for the 
coming Sunday, and it prevents me from choosing only my personal favor-
ites. Thus, I consider passages that may be unfamiliar or difficult, yet still 
hold meaning for our faith and for our worship. 

 

I always use the assigned Gospel, then choose between one of the other two readings – usually 
one from the Old Testament and one from Paul’s writings. Sometimes this choice comes with some 
difficulty. Either I find little appeal in either, or I like them both and have to pick just one. I rely on the 
Spirit to help me choose and move on. 

 

One recent Sunday, in early February, I found both readings very meaningful, so 
I’d like to explore with you today the passage I did not choose that day – 1 Corin-
thians 9:16-23. Paul starts by saying, “If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no 
ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not pro-
claim the gospel!” Paul feels the responsibility to bringing the gospel to all differ-
ent kinds of people. “Though I am free with respect to all, I made myself a slave 
to all, so that I might win more of them.” Here Paul highlights in his own life the 
very core of the Gospel: God’s grace makes him free in Christ, in order to freely 
serve others with God’s loving and liberating message of Good News. 

 

As a slave of Christ, who gives him freedom through grace, Paul says, “Woe to me if I do not pro-
claim the gospel!” He does not claim advantages for himself, but rather becomes “all things to all 
people, that I might by all means save some.”  

 

The power of this message hits us today as we claim our freedoms. We want our “right” to choose, 
to be able to say and do whatever we want. We use our freedom for our own benefit and enjoy-
ment. We resist any one else telling us what to do or not do, or what to say or not say. We miss our 
obligation, our responsibility to live in grace toward others. Can we truly say anything we want, on 
social media or otherwise, if we threaten to 
harm other people? Can we as Christians re-
fuse to wear masks and distance ourselves 
from others, and thereby endanger the health 
of others – including not only ourselves but in-
deed our whole community? 

 

Although not read in worship on a Sunday 
morning, we need to hear Paul’s call to free-
dom, that leads us all to accept our calling to 
live the Gospel of love every day  
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Check your email lists! 

Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address: 

CLCPastor2019@gmail.com 

Let us pray. “O God, look with compassion on the whole human family and break down the walls 
that separate us. Unite us in bonds of love, helping us work through our struggle and confusion to 
accomplish your purposes on earth.” (Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer). 

 

God’s peace, 

 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 

 

Give Us Good Courage 
From Sunday Prayers January 31st, by Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 

Dear God, 
 

I’ve asked for so many things during this ridiculous pandemic: patience, forbearance, peace, safety, 
forgiveness, and a new season of the Great British Bake-Off. 
 

But I’ve never asked for courage. 
 

So, if courage is something you can give us more of, I think now would be a good time. (Or maybe it 
doesn't work like that; maybe we don't get an extra measure of what we need only when we think to 
ask for it and ask nicely; like a second helping of gruel from the abusive guy who runs the orphan-
age.)  
 

I’m asking for courage because I’ve tried ignoring my fear and that only works for like, 4 minutes. 
And I’ve tried resisting it but that seems to make my fear stronger like I’m its personal trainer.  
 

So, give me courage, Lord, to show up in life despite the fear. 
 

Courage to love, despite having been hurt. 
 

Courage to heal, even though I sometimes love my wounds. 
 

Courage to feel lonely and know it will not destroy me. 
 
Courage to clean the kitchen. 
 
Courage to trust that all I have needed, your hand hath already provided. 
 
Amen. 
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Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 21st year! 
 

Zoom on in! Wednesday at 11:00am 
 

If you’d like to “attend” let Pastor or Jean Warren know so your email can be included on the 
Zoom link. All are welcome and encouraged to join our study and dis-

cussion.  

 

We will use Daily Discipleship, discussing the upcoming Sunday’s 
Gospel. Jean Warren will email our study and reflection lessons on 
Tuesdays. The first page is Bible Study, the flip side is Word Among 

Us, applying the lesson to us in this time and place. 

 

Altar Guild Update and a BIG thank you! 
 

Jean Warren has agreed to schedule our Altar Guild personnel so that the joy of 

setting the Lord ’s Table can be shared. During our Covid time, we were either 

not gathering, or beginning to gather in limited fashion, which is still the order 

of the day. A hearty thank you to Diane Tweedle especially, for preparing the 

communion elements and altar when we first initiated our services, and to our 

small committee that figured out the proper protocols so we could worship as 

safely as possible.   

 
Ash Wednesday Worship – February 17, 12 noon 

In-Person worship, with video to follow 

 

Join us for a time of Scripture and prayer 

as we begin the season of Lent 

 

We will use stickers in place of ashes, 

due to safety concerns during this time of covid. 

 

We will also post a worship video for Ash Wednesday 

later in the afternoon. 
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h�ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q 

Don’t forget we have some household supplies up  

here if you need any. Just contact the  

church office @ 979-297-2013 

Quarterly Devotionals are on the counter in the office. 

January, February, and March  

 

Christ in our HomeChrist in our HomeChrist in our HomeChrist in our Home and The Word in SeasonThe Word in SeasonThe Word in SeasonThe Word in Season devotionals for the first quarter of 2021 
are available. They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and pray-

er. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse. 
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Society of St. Stephen 
 

 

Society of St. Stephen has had a high case load the last few 
months.  With the pandemic raging and the economy down, es-
pecially for those who are living pay check to pay check in the 
best of times, we are constantly fielding calls.  We are still stay-
ing with our limit of five calls each day, three days per week.  
This is as big a load as our budget and our  caseworkers ,all of 
whom are volunteers, are able to handle. We continue to help 
with rent and electricity up to once per year until a client reaches 
a lifetime limit of $1000. Many of our callers in the last two 
months were helped in 2020, so we were not yet able to help 
them.  In December twenty-seven cases qualified for our help. 
We dispersed $5,097.14.  In January we were able to help twen-
ty-three clients for a total of $3975.62  
 

One that especially touched my heart involved a couple with two 
young children. They were renting a house in Freeport.  The fa-
ther was laid off from his job two months ago.  It didn’t take long 
for them to go through what little savings they had. Their landlord 
said that they had been wonderful tenants and that he was very 
willing to work with them to try to keep them in their house.  The 
father had just found a new job when they called us, but he was 
not going to be paid for another week.  By this time, their rent 
had built up to $2200.  The landlord was willing to accept our 
$200 as a downpayment toward their rent owed, and was going 
to set up a payment plan for the family that they could afford.  
Praise God that he enabled us to help these people in their tie of 
need.  
 

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First 
United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lu-

theran Church who are committed to providing emergency or 
temporary assistance to local people in need. 
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes    
February, 2021 

 
It’s nice to have a choice. Praying it stays so!  

 
The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones and we are grateful to have this op-
portunity to again come together—and you can help! 

 

In this time of social distancing, some will choose to gather in person, others will stay in vir-
tual mode until they choose to come.  Regardless of where you hear the word, here’s hoping 
that you will find time to read through the lessons below and find time for reflection and 
prayer. 

 

If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to 
help distribute communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the 
social distancing aspect of worship.  

 

This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John 

 

Feb. 7th. 5th Sunday after Epiphany. Mark. 1:29-39. Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up 
and healed to serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew 
our own strength in quiet times of prayer, reflection and Bible study. 

 

 

Feb. 14th. Transfiguration of Jesus. Mark 9:2-9. Confused disciples are 
given a vision of God’s glory manifest in His beloved son. It’s a preview of 
what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers after the Resurrection. 

 

 

Feb. 17th. Ash Wednesday. Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. We recognize our mortality 
and yet we are assured of rejoicing in Christ’s salvation. We are reconciled with 
God—forevermore. 

 

 

Feb. 21st. 1st Sunday in Lent. Mark 1:9-15. After Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit leads Jesus into the 
wilderness where he is tempted and tested by Satan. Although tired and hungry, Jesus rebuked 
Satan’s powers. 

 

 

Feb. 28th. 2nd Sunday in Lent. Mark 8:31-38. Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah. Yet, 
when Jesus first tells his disciples what is to come, Peter’s response indicates he doesn’t yet un-
derstand the way of the cross Jesus will travel. 
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The Hands of Christ 

Worshiping Learning Serving 

Together 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Services will also be posted on our Face-

book page, website, and emailed to you. 

 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


