Christ Lutheran Church

FEBRUARY 2020

The Tidings
Christ Lutheran Church

The Tidings

From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
When I coached Little League baseball, we had a former major league pitcher work with some of the pitchers on our team. He asked some seemingly silly
questions, like “What shoe do you put on first?” The boys did not really know
for sure and started down at their feet. He told them that
a lot of what they do routinely, they do without thinking.
He called it “muscle memory” and went on to show them
the basics components of a good pitching motion. He
said, “Go through these steps over and over, keeping
your balance, until you’re just plain tired of doing them.
Then do them some more.” His main point was, “When
you repeat things often enough, the actions become part of your automatic
brain, and you just do them without thinking.”
I saw that same thought echoed in a video on the mind
by David Eagleman. He said many of our conscious decisions rely a lot on information from our unconscious
brain, which has accumulated thoughts and feelings
and experiences from across many years before. Then,
while attending a safety workshop sponsored by the
school district, I heard that they run many drills with students and staff at all
schools on emergency situations, so that when something happens, they already know what to do and where to go, without stopping to think. I remembered one of the directors at the theater telling us to go practice our music
over and over again. He said, “Practice is our friend!”
As I put all of these thoughts together, I began to wonder,
“What if grace filled our ‘unconscious’ brain? What if we had
felt and experienced God’s unconditional love so much, that
grace-inspired actions just came out automatically, because
we knew and practiced grace so well?”
Sometimes doing “church stuff” can seem boring and repetitive. In worship
we often sing the same songs and repeat the same words. The routine can
seem worse than baseball practice or play rehearsal or emergency drills. And
doing something from rote memory just to be doing it does seem quite meaningless.
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On the other hand, if our “church stuff” actually were ways
of renewing God’s promises of love and mercy, we just
might be building our inner, unconscious patterns of grace.
Loving God and caring for our neighbors as our selves are
not automatic actions by any of us. These are learned responses, supported by the great love that God has given us
and directed by the actions of Jesus and many other faithful servants
throughout history. Every worship service, every Sunday School discussion,
every committee meeting and fellowship dinner – all that we do at church
could be an “emergency drill,” times for us to remember our grounding in a
loving Savior and experiences that send us out into the world to love and
serve others in grace-filled ways.
Remember God’s great love for you! Find ways to show
your love for God and your caring actions for others, and
do these things over, and over, even if you get tired of it!
Make grace part of your automatic, unconscious response team – part of your “muscle memory!” Remember,
“Practice is our friend!”
God’s peace,

We love because God first loved us. – 1 John 4:19

Paul Geisler

Let us not grow weary in doing what is right. – Galatians 6:9

Pastor
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2/1 Sharon Drake
2/4 Hope Furlow
2/9 Paul Romine
2/10 Linda Pirtle
2/11 Julia Jones
2/12 Paul Stanley
2/16 Esther Braden

2/16 Duane Rayburn
2/16 Skyler Furlow
2/21 Sierra Rieschick
2/23 Shirley Weirich
2/26 Jeffrey Sims
2/28 Sammy Chambless

It’s all hearts and flowers for the Tiki players
Thursday, February 6 at 6:30pm.
M. Janke and Esther Braden will be
defending their scores.
We will discuss moving time
to the first Monday afternoon of the Month.
Join us for an evening

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from 12:30—2:30

All diﬀerent kinds of games are played. Give it a
try. All games played are easy to learn. Have a
favorite, bring it and we’ll play. Always ready for
a new game. Have any questions? Ask one of
the game playing people. Bring a friend.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Thank you
To all who participated in the

Souper Bowl for Caring!
Esther Braden
1st place
Potato Soup
Betty Massey
2nd place
Tortilla Soup
Dorothy Rayburn
3rd place
Chicken and Dumpling

Funds collected went to the
Brazosport Food Pantry.
The Tidings
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Choir Practice is moving to
Thursdays! 6:30-7:30.
A new year, a new practice day! Bring your
bucket to carry your tune if need be! Seriously,
this little group has a lot of fun and works hard
to bring you a tune that fits with the message.
We’d love to have you join us.
christlutheran-lj.org
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If you enjoy baking, please sign up to bring your goodies
any Sunday for the Military Moms fundraiser.
Just sign up for the Sunday of your choice.
Coffee funds for the first quarter will be donated to the Military Moms.

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selec ons! Bible Studies, Devoonals, Spiritual Growth, Chris an Fic on, Lutheran History,
World Religions and so much more. You’re encouraged to come
ﬁnd some good books to devote some me to, and let God’s
word, in many diﬀerent forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young
ones who will be in your midst at any me, par cularly this
summer. These books really need to be read, loved, and
used where they will be enjoyed!
christlutheran-lj.org
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Servant Ministry will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast (along with
other goodies) to kick off the beginning of Lent. A free will offering will be
donated to the Military Wives and Moms of Brazoria County to
support their ministry of care packages for our armed forces. Throughout
Lent, we will be collecting donations of items to be included in the
care packages. The organization has specifically asked for:
Foot Powder (the kind you find at the Dollar Store or Walmart)
Men’s deodorant
Men’s razors (3-4 per package)
Mouthwash (TRAVEL SIZE ONLY)
There will be a basket in the narthex where you can drop these items
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Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
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February fun facts
•

February 2, 1925 Sears, Roebuck opens
it’s first store

•

February 3, 1959 Rock ‘n’ Roll singers
Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and J.P.
Richardson (The Big Bopper) died in a
plane crash

•

February 4, 1938 Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs was released

•

February 7, 1964 The Beatles arrive on
their first visit to the United States

•

February 8, 1910 The Boy Scouts of
America, was incorporated

•

February 16. 1968 First 911 emergency
telephone system in Haleyville, Alabama

•

February 18, 2001 Dale Earnhardt died in
a crash during the Daytona 500

•

February 22. 1979 The 1st Woolworth 5
Cents store opened

•

February 23, 1945 US Marines land on
Iwo Jimaa and take control

•

February 28, 1991 Gulf War ends
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Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in
Season devotionals for January, February
and March are available in the gathering
area. They’re a nice pocket size, packed
with good food for thought and prayer.
Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile
and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.
Looking for a way to earn
extra income?
Needing flexible hours?

Be a Census Taker
Paid Training
• Weekly Pay

•

Apply Online:
2020CENSUS.GOV/JOBS
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Worship & Music Notes
February’s lessons and thoughts
Feb. 2nd Presentation of Our Lord, Luke 2:22-40. A beautiful “generation
gap” with the baby Jesus and the aged Simeon in the Temple. Simeon understood that he would live to see the Messiah and when Jesus’ parents
brought him to the Temple on the 40th day after his birth, Simeon recognized
Jesus as the Messiah. Anna, an elderly prophet, along with Simeon indicated
Jesus would grow strong, filled with wisdom and God’s favor.
Feb. 9th Salt of the earth and the light of the world, Matthew 5:13-20. Jesus,
the Light of the World, calls us to be the same, showing our good works to shine
before others—all for the right reasons. As for salt, Bible references show that it
is used metaphorically to signify permanence, loyalty, durability, fidelity, usefulness, value, and purification. Sounds like a good idea to live with these thoughts
in mind!
Feb. 16th We are to embrace standards of righteousness, Matthew 5:2127. Much of today’s Gospel reading reflects portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to those gathered at the Sermon on the Mount
continue to hear marvelous ways to live and honor God, along with doing right
by others. Doing so makes for a stronger, healthier community—here and far!
Feb. 23rd Transfiguration, Matthew 17:1-9, Today’s festival is a bridge
between cycle of Advent-Christmas-Epiphany, and the Lent-Easter cycle
which begins next. On a high mountain, Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved
Son. Yes, this we heard at his baptism, but God adds another phrase “listen
to Him.” Peter, James, and John were astonished at what they saw.
Feb. 26th Ash Wednesday, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, We begin our forty-day journey
toward Easter. Marking our foreheads with ashes, we acknowledge we die and return to the earth. Yet, the ashes in the form of a cross reminds us of our baptism’s
indelible mark as a Child of God, redeemed by Christ. We pray to make our hearts
clean as we await the day of salvation.
Ash Wednesday Worship with ashes and communion – 12 Noon.
Other area Ash Wednesday opportunities in the evening:
“Drive By Ashes” at St. John Lutheran Church in Angleton – 6:30-8:00 a.m.
Evening worship:
St. Timothy Episcopal Church in Lake Jackson – 6:30 p.m.
St. John Lutheran Church in Angleton – 7:00 p.m.

christlutheran-lj.org
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
This has been a very busy several months for Society of St. Stephen. In
November we helped 29 clients for a total of $5227 with an average gift
per client of $180. In December we helped 24 clients for a total of $4358
with an average gift of $182. We were closed the last week in November
and the last two weeks of December. There have been many cases, especially during the holidays, which have touched our hearts. In December
the Brazosport Lions Club helped 23 of our clients with Christmas food
baskets. We reopened on January 6 and received all of the 5 calls that we
take per day within 15 minutes. The volume of calls has continued to be
high throughout the month.
We were especially touched by a phone call from River of Hope involving
one of their clients. There had been a domestic violence episode in the
home and her daughter had witnessed it. A police report had been filed
CPS became involved. The mother needed to find a new place to live immediately in order to keep her child living with her. She found an apartment and the landlord was willing to work with her on the rent. Society of
St. Stephen, St. Vincent de Paul, St. Jerome, and River of Hope each
made pledges and the mother and daughter were able to move into another apartment. Once again, it takes a Christian village working together
to be the hands and feet of Christ in our community.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood
United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

Please keep these people
in your prayers.
Alison Blevins
Roselyn Lykken
Dennis Smith
Dorothy Krug
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Liz Ellett
Gail Smith
Terry Partridge
Agnes Harris

Jimmy Neece
Joy Stanley
Dennis Jones
Steve Ray
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February
Serving in Worship
February 2, 2020

February 9, 2020

Pastor David

Betty Massey

Gene Reynolds

Pat Northam

Sharon Reynolds

Floyd Ellington

Greeter

Dorothy Krug

Duane & Dorothy Rayburn

Ppt Tech

Susan Geisler

Patty Northam

Musician

Mary Morgan

Sandy Naill

Jose Saavedra

Agnes Harris

Mary Morgan

Byron Sims

February 16, 2020

February 23, 2020

Reader
Ushers

$ Counter

Pastor David

Reader
Bob Drake
Ushers
Greeter

Donna Tetlow
Louise Drake

Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counter

Linda Pirtle

Mary Morgan

Jose Saavedra

Charlotte Braden

Charlotte Braden

Diane Tweedle

Altar Guild Team for February is Agnes’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice2019@gmail.com or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.
Thank you for all who serve so willingly!
christlutheran-lj.org
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

5
Bread for Life
11:30

6
7
8
Tiki 6:30PM
Lunch Bunch
Choir 6:30PM 11:00AM
The Dirty
South

10

11
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

12
Bread for Life
11:30

13
14
Choir 6:30PM

15

16
17
Worship
9:00AM
Council Meeting 2:00PM

18
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

19
Book Club
10:00
Bread for Life
11:30

20
21
Choir 6:30PM

22

23

25
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

26
Bread for Life
11:30

27
28
Choir 6:30PM

29

Worship
9:00AM

9 Worship
9:00AM
Economic Workshop 10:15AM
Home Group
6:00

Worship
9:00AM
Fat Tuesday
Breakfast following service
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala
THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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