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From the Pastor, to My Partners,
“No one realizes how beautiful it is to travel until he comes home and rests his
head on his old, familiar pillow,” says Lin Yutang, noted Chinese writer and
philosopher. One of my professors once said, “Once you know where home is,
you are free to travel.” When we have a sense of our base, a solid foundation, we can then reach out
and try new things, go new places, meet new people – begin new adventures, while always
maintaining our solid sense of “home.”
In the church, our relationship with Jesus could represent our “old, familiar
pillow,” our refuge and strength. The caring community of the church
becomes our “home.” We “travel” when we reach out to others, beyond our
pillow, beyond our home. We serve; we invite; we welcome.
People we meet while “on the road” give us a glimpse outside of our
hometown circle of friends and force us to take in new and refreshing perspectives, and ultimately
realize that in some sense, everyone is the same. All are children of God, all sinners redeemed by
the gracious love of God in Christ.
Sometimes it’s only far from home that we realize that we have skills we have
never used. Reaching beyond our comfort zone brings these talents to the
surface and makes us smile. We reached the mountain top, or crossed a
gorge, or helped someone clean up after a storm, or even offered a friendly word to a lonely person.
We grow as we go, always returning home to our solid, strong base. We worship and learn and play
together, so that we can also do all this “travelling.” With a strong sense of
“home,” our base together in God, we can roam about our community and our
world, serving all in the name of Christ.
As the people of God, we know ourselves to be "Grounded in Grace; Driven to
Serve!" We always need both!

God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

christlutheran-lj.org

2

Scholastic Bowl – Thursday, February 22
Can you name all seven of Snow White’s dwarves? Do you know the value
of pi to 5 decimal places? Do you know who is the soulful popular Brit singer
who just released her album “25”? If your head is filled with many seemingly
useless bits of information, the trivia game Scholastic Bowl is your
opportunity to put all that minutia to work.
Whether the “Pumpkins” or the “Branches” or some other inspiring name,
teams from our congregation have had fun times at the Scholastic Bowl for
the last several years. Usually very competitive, one time we actually took home some prizes!
Scholastic Bowl is the biggest and best trivia game in Brazoria County. Conducted as a
fundraiser by the Brazosport Planetarium, the game is played by teams of up to 4 people
who combine their knowledge to answer questions ranging from pop culture, sports,
current events, and maybe even a bit of history, geography, science and such.
Prizes consist of cheesy junk from the Planetarium gift shop, but most importantly, bragging rights for
knowing the most trivia in Brazoria County.
Save the date – the evening of Thu, Feb 22nd – and come join our team or just come and cheer us
on! Check with Pastor Paul or the church office for more information.

Confirmation class – for anyone 7th grade and older
that has not completed the class.
Confirmation class leads to an “educated commitment” to God and to God’s ministry in
the world through the church. It typically involves one hour per week for two years,
then leads to “adult” membership in the church.
All who are interested may contact the church office or Pastor Paul for more details.
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Bu-dump, bu-dump, bu-dump, budump. What’s that sound?
BASKETBALL!!!
It’s time for March Madness! Have
you been watching the games,
following the statistics, plotting your
strategies for which teams to pick?
Some of you do (and I know who you
are Harry & Marge). Not me. But that
won’t stop me from playing. I play the
odd strategies, like whose mascot would win in a fight (predators over prey) or the
color blue (which doesn’t work so well when both teams wear blue). It’s all about a
reason to cheer for a given team during the March Madness tournament.
Bracket entries are the same low price they’ve always been - $10 each. The money
raised this year will go to Property for the new air conditioner for the narthex and adult
Sunday school room. You want to be comfortable having a cup of coffee after
church? Enter a bracket! Enter two brackets! If you need help picking teams, join us
at the Bracket Party.

BRACKET PARTY: Monday, March 12th, 6 PM in the
parlor
You can submit brackets on paper (forms will be available
on Monday, March 12) to the church office, via email to
Kathy Sims at sims7572@sbcglobal.net or online when
Yahoo opens up bracket pools (I will send the link out when it’s available). This year I
plan to run the bracket pool in parallel: online and in the Excel spreadsheet, with the
goal of going 100% online next year. It’s really fun to be able to browse everyone’s
brackets and get live updates after each game.
BRACKET DEADLINE: NOON, ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14TH.
You can pay at the bracket party or with your regular offerings, just be sure to note on
your envelope or check the amount that is for March Madness. Thanks for playing
and GOOD LUCK!
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Save the Date
An evening of dinning, laughter, and fellowship.
February 11th at 5:00PM
Tickets are $10/each
All proceeds go towards the A/C Fund
Appetizers-Chicken & Sausage Gumbo
Main Course– Shrimp etouffe, salad, bread
Or Chicken Spaghetti

HOME GROUP
FEBRUARY 25TH
Join us
February 25th at 6:00 PM
Please join us at 247 Chestnut, Lake Jackson
Call the Rayburns, 297-4651, for information.

Cupid is calling all of you to play Tiki
February 1 at 6:30 pm.
The Jankes will be defending their medals. Come
and fall in love with the game. Easy to learn, Invite
Friend.
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ELCA Youth Gathering – in Houston!
This Summer
June 27 – July 1
All 8th – 12th Graders
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and
their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of
faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their
faith in their daily lives.
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Worship & Music Notes
February, 2018
February 4th, Fifth Sunday of Epiphany. The first healing in Mark is of Simon’s mother-in-law.
From there the healing went public, among crowds in the city and in villages. Then he embraced a
quiet time of prayer the next morning. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we
seek to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.
February 11th, Transfiguration. Peter, James and John went with Jesus up on a high mountain.
There, he was transfigured, his clothes a dazzling white. They saw Elijah appear, and Moses with
him. The disciples offered to make a shelter for Jesus, Elijah, and Moses, because they couldn’t
think of anything else to do. Shortly after, a cloud cast a shadow over them. From the cloud came a
voice: “This is my Son, my Beloved, listen to him.” Suddenly, when they looked around, they saw no
one but Jesus standing there. Jesus admonished them to tell no one what they had seen until the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.
The Forty Days of Lent begin
There are several opportunities to grow your faith
during Lent.
Ash Wednesday, February 14th . 7:00pm
We will gather to receive the ashes that remind us that
we are human and will return to the dust from which we
came. We will also receive the bread and wine as we
recall that Jesus’ sacrifice will give us eternal life. So,
on this special day, we realize our humanity and yet, we realize our calling to be children of God.
Oh, my! What to do for Lent? Give something up or Give something Back?
Our Lenten journey carries a call to prayer, fasting, and alms-giving. A Lenten journey can be very
personal. Give some prayerful thought to something meaningful to your spiritual development.
There are appropriate Lenten devotionals and books available in our CLC library. Consider titles that
you might enjoy. There’re plenty to choose from.
Lenten Mid-week Wednesdays, in the Gathering area (Soup/Sandwiches 6:30, Study at 7:00)
February 21st, February 28th, March 7th, March 14th, March 21st.
Food, fellowship and study planning is underway for the Gathering Area on Wednesday nights. No
doubt there will be food involved to nourish our bodies and study to nourish our souls. Menus may
vary and we will surely experience loaves and fishes. Our study sessions, “A Crown of Glory,” examines how God works through our lives as we respond to God’s grace in love and service in a society
that values youthfulness.
February 18th , First Sunday of Lent. Today’s gospel tells of Jesus’ forty day fast in the desert and
the temptations he faced. Jesus didn’t turn the stones into bread, but he turned himself into the
Bread of Life.
The Tidings
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February 25th, Second Sunday of Lent. Peter, who often spoke first, then thought, was rebuked
by Jesus when Peter commented that what Jesus said was to be, couldn’t possibly come to pass.
No doubt, Peter wanted none of this to transpire, but we know God’s plan was otherwise, and Jesus
was obedient.
March 4th, Third Sunday of Lent. Jesus attacked the commercialism of religion when he drove the
merchants from the temple and upturned their tables. He felt access to God had become limited,
costly, manipulative, and marketed. What ways do we still create barriers to God? As Luther said,
the church should always be reforming.
March 11th. Fourth Sunday of Lent. Nicodemus was a well-known Pharisee. Hesitant to let his
feelings be known, he came to Jesus by night to sit, learn, and converse with this astonishing rabbi
that he recognized as someone extraordinarily special.
March 18th. Fifth Sunday of Lent. There are some interesting thoughts in today’s reading. Jesus
said that unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it cannot grow again. Wheat is also
the bread most often used in Communion. Jesus talked about the Son of Man being lifted up, indicating the kind of death he would face. And we know, he was also lifted from the grave into life, to
grant us everlasting life.
March 25th. Palm Sunday. The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies
abandoned. He shows himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for those who have forsaken him. We go from triumph to tragedy as the crowds who hailed him, had him nailed to a cross.

Bread for Life Study Group
Bread for Life Study Group began in January, 2000.
If you can’t make it to Sunday School, but would like to learn more from the Bible, join us!
We meet Wednesdays from 11:30 – 12:30, in the church library.
February Epistle lessons are from 1 Peter, romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians,
Hebrews, and Philemon
Oh, my! We have rousing, interesting, thought-provoking discussions. And when in doubt,
we ask Pastor Paul for insight, or find some answers on Google as we discuss the upcoming
epistle lesson. Copies of the appropriate study are usually on the library table. There is no
leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.
christlutheran-lj.org
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BTU: Buy The Unit
Summer time and the living won’t be easy unless we get the next air conditioner replaced. What?!? Another air conditioner needs replacing? How many air conditioners does this church have?
Well it has several, and this time, it’s the one that cools
the narthex, the parlor (adult Sunday school room) and
the vestment room, that needs replacing (plus some work
to the roof where it sits). The total cost is around $10,000
but the good news is that Property already has $6,000,
so we only need to raise $4,000.
Proceeds from the Mardi Gras “Fat Sunday” dinner and dessert auction
will be put towards the new unit. In addition, during Lent, we will have a
collection jar in the narthex to collect pocket change – Coins for Cooling. We will also have the BTU board: Buy The Unit. The new air conditioner needed is an 8.5 ton unit, or roughly 100,000 BTU (British Thermal Unit).
Each Post It note on the board represents 1000 BTUs. For a donation of $20, you
can uncover a piece of the board. When all the pieces are uncovered, we will have
raised $2,000 towards the new air conditioner.
Stop by the board in the narthex to pick your piece and make your donation. You can
also include it with your regular offering, just please note on the Envelope that it is for
Property-AC.
Thanks and be chill!

2018 Church Directories
Available to be picked up at the church
Please let us know if you notice any corrections or
updates.
As soon as we print it we have a change:
Esther Braden phone – 979-888- 4136
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Because of you, Servant Ministry's Season of Giving was a
big success. A total of
$1564.21 was raised. A
$782.21 check was written to
the Society of St. Stephen and $782 check was
written to the Live Oak Clinic. A big thank you
for your continued support of our projects.

A fresh look for the new year
Looking for a few people to help update the bulletin boards
in the narthex and to make them more visually appealing. If
interested or want more information, please contact Kathy
Sims or Marge Janke.

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Hoghenheiferz
Friday, February 2nd at 11:00 AM
Please join us for fun, good food and
great fellowship and conversations.
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Let's tackle hunger together.
Souper Bowl of Giving will be Sunday,
February 4.
All proceeds will be going to the
Brazosport Food Pantry

It must be spring training because it's Dartball season at Christ Lutheran. Start stretching and loosening up and join us Saturday,
February 17 from 2 to 4 pm. This is the showcasing event leading
to more opportunities to shine. No skill necessary! It's just a fun
time and anyone aged 5 to 100 have the abilities to play. Give it a
try. Please bring a snack to share. Batter up!

12 Noon Ash Wednesday, February
14th, worship with readings and
prayers, and ashes and commun-
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Starting Tuesday, February 6, Boredom Busters will meet at
12:30 and play to 2:30.
Join us to learn a new game or bring a game and teach the
rest of us. Some of the games we have played: Mexican
Train and Chicken Foot dominoes, Uno, Oh Heck, Rummy, Crazy Eights. Our thinking is "so many games, so little time." No
stress, just a good time and a lot of laughs. Bring a
friend. All are welcome.

Kathy, Esther, and Julie
waiting for Agnes to
deal the cards. So
much fun! Learning all
kinds of new games!
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Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Sunday, February 4th

Sunday, February 11th

Betty Massey

Pastor David

Floyd Ellington
Jose Saavedra
Esther Braden
Dave McCrery
Sandy Nail

Bob Drake
George Warren
Louise Drake
Kathy Sims
Sandy Nail

Jean Warren/ Agnes Harris

Byron Sims/ Esther Braden

Sunday, February 18th
Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Alison Blevins
Maddie Bone
Liz Ellett
Leon Giese
Agnes Harris
Verlene Heady

Pastor David
Gene Reynolds
Sharon Reynolds
Dan Wand
Dave McCrery

Sunday, February 25th
Pastor David
Floyd Ellington
Duane Rayburn
Sissy Waldrop
Dave McCrery

Bob Drake/ Ronnie Tweedle
Jean Warren/ Julie Saavedra
Altar Guild Team for February is Agnes’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the
Church Office: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.

Doris Schwank
Dennis Smith
Gail Smith
Connie Spangenburg
Joy Stanley
Patty Walker

Feb.2 Sharon Drake
Feb. 4 Hope Furlow
Feb. 9 Paul Romine
Feb. 10 Linda Pirtle
Feb. 11 Julie Jones
Feb. 12 Paul Stanley

Joe Jones
Dorothy Krug
Barb Lundahl
Roselyn Lykken
Daniel Mendoza

Feb. 16 Esther Braden
Feb. 16 Duane Rayburn

Jimmy Neece
Steve Ray

Feb. 21 Sierra Rieschick
Feb. 23 Shirley Weirich

Dorothy Rayburn
Leota Romaine

Feb. 26 Jeffery Sims
Feb. 28 Sammy Chambless

The Tidings

Feb. 16 Skylar Furlow

13

February 2018
Sun

4

Mon

5

ers 12:30PM

12

Worship 9AM
Home Group
6PM
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7 Bread for
Adult Choir
6:30PM

14

Bread for
Life, Library
11:30AM
Worship 7PM

19

9AM
Council meeting 2PM

25

13
Boredom Busters 12:30PM

Worship 9AM
A/C Fundraiser Dinner
5PM

18 Worship

6

Wed

Boredom Bust- Life, Library
11:30AM

Worship 9AM
Souper Bowl
of Giving

11

Tue

20

21

Thu

27

Sat

1

2 Lunch

Tiki 6:30PM

Bunch 11AM
Hoghenheiferz

8

9

Upward Basketball 5PM

Troop 311
Troop 311
Parking Lot 7- Kitchen 8-6
4

15

16

22

3

10

17
DartBall 24PM

Upward Basketball 5PM

Boredom Bust- Bread for Life, Upward Basers 12:30PM Library
ketball 5PM
11:30AM
Worship 7PM

26

Fri

23

24

Troop 311
Over-night

Troop 311
Over-night

28 Bread for

Boredom Bust- Life, Library
ers 12:30PM 11:30AM
Worship 7PM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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