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From the Pastor, to my Partners, …
An old phrase from several years ago has gotten a
lot of play lately. “My way or the Highway”
provides the end game in a lot standoffs these days
in conversations., involving politics or sports or religion – even what to eat
for supper tonight. Often both sides have the same posture: “If you don’t
do things the way I want, then you can just leave.”
We could all do well to practice and learn
the art of compromise, which shows itself
very usual many times. Find the common
threads, and look for a middle ground on
which to stand. Each side will have to give something, but you lose the
full victory to make or keep a friend.
The problem in compromise comes when everyone comes away focusing on what they lost more
than on what they gained. Finding a consensus
can produce an even more desirable ending
Listening to each other and exploring other
choices can actually bring about some third choices. Should we eat barbecue or Italian? Well, maybe Mexican are sandwiches could satisfy both. Or
maybe just stay home, eat leftovers, and enjoy a movie on TV together.
St. Paul found divisions in several of the early Christian groups. He face
many challenges to cooperative ministry from the very beginning. Jewish
tradition clashed with Greek teachings and wisdom. His groups included
men and women, rich and poor, Jews and Greeks, free and slaves, not to
mention many personal egos that often got in the way. More than once, in
the writings we have passed down in the New Testament, Paul called his
folks to find ways to work together – using especially the model of Jesus
and has self-giving love for all as a model.
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Song writer Brian Wren echos these thoughts in his “Christ Is Alive:”
In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, where even hope has
died.
Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Maybe we can all join each other together and travel the road together,
with Christ!
God’s peace,

Paul Geisler
Pastor
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January 29, 2019
Dear Friends and Sponsors,
It has been a while since I wrote to you. I hope this letter finds you
well. I pray that this Time After Epiphany in our liturgical calendar
will continue to deepen your faith in Christ. This year the Time After
Epiphany felt like God’s gift to me; an in-between time, a break from
two busy seasons (Christmas and Lent). This liturgical season gave
me a perfect time for reflection and planning. The first month of
2019 was dominated by scheduling and planning for the first 6-8
months of the years.
I am happy to inform you that my family is doing very well. Thando
and Tumisho are enjoying school. This year Thando and Tumi have
a lot of extra curriculum activities. Tumi is in a swim class, ballet
class and Zumba for kids’ class. Thando is doing soccer, modern
dancing and art. It is a blessing that some of the activities are at
their school, which minimizes the necessity for driving the kids to
different activities. Kwena (wife) is
getting ready for her last semester
of studies for the teaching degree.

One of the fun things that Kwena and I got to do this month was to
welcome Dr. Solofo and Dr. Joely back home to Madagascar after
23 years of missionary service in Cameroon. It is inspiring to spend
time with fellow missionaries who have served the church faithfully
and love what they do.
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I would like to share with you
my planned activities for 2019:
Study:
I have been accepted into a
Doctor of Ministry Program at
United Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia
(former Philadelphia and Gettysburg Seminaries). I plan to work
full time while doing the program. I will be taking most of my classes online. In the summer I will travel to the seminary
for intensive classes and seminars. This will not change our relationship as your missionary and the work which I do on behalf of the ELCA. I do anticipate that my life will be much
busier that has been before. I ask for your prayers and continued moral support.
Travel:
I plan to spend a month in West Africa between April and May. The purpose of my trip will
be to visit four ELCA companion churches in four countries, Sierra Leone, Liberia Guinea,
and Ghana. The purpose of my visits will be to:
- Visit ministries and projects which are supported by the ELCA
- Facilitate training concerning the new ELCA online reporting tool for projects
- Attend meetings and participate in conversations with local partners to strengthen our
collaborative work
- I am also very excited that I will visit Guinea for the first time. The Lutheran Church in
Guinea is one of the youngest Lutheran Churches in Africa. The church was established
by members of the Lutheran Church in Liberia who were refugees in Guinea during the
civil war less than 20 years ago. Two of their young pastors were trained with the support
of the ELCA in Senegal. The purpose of my visit will be to learn about their work and to
provide some moral support and encouragement.
Finding Balance:
In addition to my travel schedule, a significant part of my work includes keeping up with
paperwork like project reports, travel logistics and travel reports and correspondences
from ELCA Sompanions and Sponsors. I am anticipating a learning carve as far as my
ability to keep a healthy balance between my work, family life and studies in 2019. This is
a reality for most working parents in the USA and overseas, sometimes all we can do is
take it one step at a time and trust God for guidance and inspiration. I give thanks to God
that I have to opportunity to pursue many of the things which I get to do.
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Request for prayers:
In conclusion, I would like to request your prayers for some of our companions in the region. In Madagascar, inadequate rainfall is continuing to make
life difficult for Malagasy residence in the south of the country. In Sierra Leone, some communities are dealing with unpredictable weather patterns,
strong winds which cost lives and destroyed property early this year. Nigeria
is preparing for elections, while violence in the northeast of the country remains and concern. I would also
like to request a prayer of thanksgiving, Madagascar
has a new President, the elections and transition process was smooth and peaceful. For that, we give
thanks to God!
I would also like to give thanks for the opportunity to
write this letter to you and to thank you for your continued prayers and support for me and my family.
Your brother in Christ,
Rev. Lancelot Themba Mkhabela
ELCA Missionary and GM Regional Representative for Madagascar and
West Africa

Coming this Month!
Economic Update Workshop
It seems that some financial topic is in the
headlines every day. Should those headlines influence your decisions around your
financial strategy? Find out how to use this
information to make wise decisions about
your money.
Get important financial and economic updates from a membership organization of
Christians that’s been helping members be
wise with money and live generously for
more than 100 years.
Attend the Economic Update Workshop!
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Sunday, February 10, 2019
10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
Christ Lutheran Church
Refreshments will be served at the
event.
Hosted by Thrivent Financial representative
Bryan C Davis, FIC, CLTC
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2/1– Sharon Drake
2/4– Hope Furlow
2/9– Paul Romine
2/10– Linda Pirtle
2/11– Julia Jones
2/12– Paul Stanley
2/16– Esther Braden

2/16– Duane Rayburn
2/21– Sierra Rieschick
2/23– Shirley Weirich
2/26– Jeffery Sims
2/28– Sammy Chambless

2/16– Skylar Furlow

Tiki Time
Feb. 7th 6:30pm

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from
12:30-2:30PM
Boredom Busters meets every
Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you
like playing games, give it a try. We
are always willing to learn a new
game. It's a fun and relaxing time

All love and candy when
the Tiki players meet .
Join us!

Lunch Bunch Time
Friday February 1st
11:00AM
Italian Garden Grill
in Lake Jackson
The Tidings
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Chili Cook-Off was a HIT!
Our second chili cook-off was very successful
thanks to all of you. All the chili entries were
delicious, and the soups added to the event.
The winners of the contest:
First Place
Julie Saavedra
Second Place
The Visitor's Team of Zachery
Garay, Rachel Greene and Fisher Harrison
Third Place

Dorothy Rayburn

Fourth Place

Kathy Sims

HOME GROUP
February 17th at 6PM
at The Rayburn’s
Do you ever feel at times that the love and
presence of God is out of reach? We will explore
the Christian teachings related to these periods
in our life. Hope you can
make it!!
WELCA SPRING COASTAL Guest Speaker– Alice Hines Schiel B.S.,
M.E.D
CLUSTER METTING

Author of “Old Yellowed Hat & Other ‘Gems’ to
ST.JOHN’ S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Bring God Near to You”
13136 HWY 6 SANTE FE, TX
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019
Breakfast/Fellowship – 9:30AM
Lunch will be served
RSVP– Church (409) 925-3090
Betty- (409) 316-4533
Joyce- (409) 986-7466
christlutheran-lj.org
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March Madness is Coming! Get ready for a full-court
press. Get your picks ready to roll. Be alert for turnovers and upsets. Selection
Sunday is March 17th, so on Monday, March 18th at 5:30 PM, we will meet in the
church parlor to fill in our brackets. Forms will be available that week if you want to
do a paper bracket, and there will be instructions on how to fill your bracket out
online as well. We will put all the brackets online after they are submitted so we can
view real time standings after each game.
Don't know anything about basketball? There's time to learn, but it doesn't really
matter. Just pick the teams you want to cheer for. There is a donation of fee of $10
for each bracket. The money collected will be used for a future church project. Join
in the fun! More details coming in March.

Dartball
Saturday, February 23
2 pm
No skills needed. If you can toss a dart, you can
play. It’s for all ages. Teams will be forming for
a possible March tournament. Invite a friend.
All are welcome.
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Worship & Music Notes
February, 2019
Epiphany means “manifestation.” This year, the season of Epiphany is seven Sundays and
Jesus reveals more about who he is and why he’s come. Most of these readings are familiar,
but there’s always something new to be found.
Feb. 3rd. Luke 4:21-30. Jesus preached in many places, but this time he was in his
own town of Nazareth, where he’d grown up. When he admonished the townspeople about how they treated other people, reminding them of how the prophets had
helped non-Israelites in the past, they were furious. As the “chosen” people, they
took issue with Jesus’ teaching, and tried to throw him from the cliff of the city. He
walked through them and on his way to continue his teaching to all.
Feb. 10th. Luke 5:1-11. As he taught and preached aside the Sea of Galilee,
Jesus caught the ears of Simon, James and John. After encouraging them to
try again to catch some fish, they did. Between what they had heard and
what they had experienced, they became followers of Jesus—literally, and
became fishers of men.
Feb. 17th. Luke 6:17-26. After choosing the twelve, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers how God
determines who is and will be blessed. Those who are without much will receive much. Those who
have little hope will be filled with hope. Those who are kind will have kindness returned. There’s a
lesson in this for us, too.
Feb. 24th. Luke 6:27-38. We continue with Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount”. In
this gospel we hear more how we are to shower love, blessings, and forgiveness. We are to live with generosity and trust. Last week, we heard what
God will do. This week, we hear what we should do.

Looking Ahead!
March 3rd is Transfiguration. Jesus had Peter, James and John with him
on that mountain top. We March 6th is Ash Wednesday. Lent then begins
our forty day time of reflection and preparation for Easter and the Resurrection, April 21st. We will forego our Alleluias and our Hymn of Praise during
worship.
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Ideas and Input please!
Worship & Music will meet February 11th. We are always looking for ways to make Lent more
meaningful. Give us your thoughts and ideas about what you’d be interested in, convenient times,
and anything else you’d like us to consider. And, if you’d like to join us in planning, please do! We
would love to have you with us.

Library Lines

Bread for Life Study Group

Quarterly Devotionals are Available

st

February readings are from 1 Corinthians
We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet
Wednesdays, 11:30am – 12:30pm in the church
library. We discuss the epistle reading for the upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily
Faith Practices, the second reading are usually
on the library table. There is no leader, no test,
nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a
bit of chocolate. Paul’s letters to the young church
at Corinth cover many issues in the early church.
And, yes, they’re just as timely today.

Christ in our Home and The Word in Season are in the gathering area. How nice to
see the January – March devotionals are
nearly all gone! It’s always good to consider
carving out time to study and reflect on the
passages and the comments by these good
writers. They are timely, thought provoking
and a good way to start your day—or finish it.

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections for Lent (and for any other
time!). Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction,
Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more. As winter continues, and Lent begins, come find some good books to curl up with and let God’s word, in many different forms, warm your soul.
Adult Choir Practice
Wednesdays at 6:30PM
There is much joy finding prayer in song. And there is much joy in the fellowship
we share. We always welcome more voices! Let your voice be heard. Come have
a good time with us and make a joyful noise unto the Lord!
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
The Society of St. Stephen has received many calls for assistance this month.
Thank you for helping Society be the hands and feet of Jesus.
In addition to the calls for help with rent and utilities, we received a call from a
single mom for assistance with her son’s medicine for ADD. She works full time,
but had missed some work due to an injury, and so her paycheck was less than
usual. Her son is on his dad’s insurance, but there was a deductible due this
month of $175 and she did not have the extra money. Her son’s teacher had called
and said that he was having difficulty getting his school work done. The mom
was able to get some money from her mother, and we were able to help with pay
the rest of the deductible.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people
from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood
United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who
are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

Worship Opportunities
We have sign-up sheets on a table in the gathering area.
Please look over these opportunities and sign up (as we do for potluck, Camp Hope,
Pumpkin Patch). If you’d be comfortable being a reader, but perhaps hesitant to help
with Communion, that’s fine. Just make a note in the square and a partner will be
found for you. And, do stretch and grow! Try something you’ve not done before. The
“veterans” will be happy to lend a hand. We are to love and serve, and here’s a perfect opportunity!

christlutheran-lj.org

12

Sunday, February 3rd

Sunday, February 10th

Betty Massey

Earnest Clark/ Betty Massey

Bob Drake

Duane Rayburn

Paul Romine

Pat Northam

Agnes Harris

Esther Braden

Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Patty Northam

Musician

Sandy Naill

Mary Morgan

Byron Sims/ Jose Saavedra

Esther Braden

Sunday, February 17th

Sunday, February 24th

Reader

Susan Geisler

Sandy Wand

Usher

Marge Janke

Ronnie Tweedle

Usher

Floyd Ellington

Diane Tweedle

Bob & Barbara Lundahl

Donna Tetlow

PPT Tech

Carrie Baker

Susan Geisler

Musician

Linda Pirtle

Mary Morgan

Julie Saavedra/ Charlotte Braden

Ronnie Tweedle/ Mary Morgan

Reader
Ushers
Greeter

$ Counters

Greeter

$ Counters

Altar Guild Team for February is Agnes’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the
Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.

Please keep these people in your
prayers
Alison Belvins Roselyn Lykken Dennis Smith Sissy Waldrop
Liz Ellett Daniel Mendoza Gail Smith Patty Walker Terry Patridge
Agnes Harris Jimmy Neece Joy Stanley Verlene Heady
Dennis Jones Steve Ray Gene Reynolds Dorothy Krug Connie Spagenburg
The Tidings
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February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

Lunch
Bunch
11AM
3

4

5

Worship,
9:00AM

St. Stephens
Meeting, 3PM

Boredom Busters, Bread for Life,
12:30PM
Library

Upward

Upward

Basketball

Basketball

5-830PM

5-830PM

11:30AM
Adult Choir
6PM

11

12

13

10

Worship, 9:00AM Servant Ministry Meeting
Thrivent
9AM
Workshop
Upward

10:15AM

Basketball

6

Boredom Busters, Bread for Life,
12:30PM
Library

5-830PM

11:30AM
Adult Choir
6:30PM

20

Upward
Basketball

7

8

9

15

16

22

23

Tiki 630PM
Upward
Basketball
5-830PM
14
Upward
Basketball
5-830PM

5-830PM

17

18

19

Worship,
9:00AM
Council

Upward
Basketball

Boredom Busters, Bread for Life,
12:30PM
Library

26 Boredom

27 Bread for

Basketball

Meeting 2PM
HomeGroup
6PM
24 Worship,
9:00AM

5-830PM

11:30AM
Adult Choir
6:30PM

Upward

25

Busters, 12:30PM Life, Library
11:30AM

21
Upward

DartBall

Basketball
5-830PM

2PM

28

Adult Choir
6:30PM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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