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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
Most people say they really like the Thrivent Action Team t-shirts because
they feel very soft. I like their feel, too, but I especially like the message
they consistently cary – “Live Generously!”
This directive seems to go against most of what we here in the world around
us. “Take care of yourself, and get yours first.” “Those other people are getting too much, and there might not be enough left for me.” And, “I will never
get what I really deserve.”
We would do well to stop and remember the words that Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote from a Nazi prison camp:
In normal life one is not at all aware that we always receive infinitely more than we
give, and that gratitude is what enriches life. One easily overestimates the importance
of one’s own acts and deeds, compared with what we become only through other people.
Remember then the abundance that God the Creator has given and still provides, minute to minute, day to day. Remember
how God’s love continues to enfold every child of earth with
an overflowing of life, freely shared. “Life is an abundance of
shard gifts,” says Diane Butler Bass, in her book Gratitude.
“We do not really achieve. We receive. We give to each other.
We are grateful.” (Emphasis added.) And we live generously!
Now we reach the third of our Stewardship steps. After we 1)
renew our commitment to God and to serving God’s mission
through the church and 2) offer our abilities, knowledge, skills,
and time that we use to fulfill the first step, 3) pledge our financial resources to support our first two steps. Out of the abundance of God’s gifts, we keep our foundation strong, so that
we can also reach out and serve others.
Please prayerfully consider what you can pledge to God’s
work through our congregation in the coming year, 2022.
What we call “Lord’s Work” supplies the resources for the
basic operation of the congregation. We know longer need a
“Building Fund,” since the money that went that category supplied payments on our mortgage, which was fully paid last July. So, combine what you would pledge for both “Lord’s Work”
and “Building Fund” into one pledge – to keeping the day-today operations of our ministry as strong as possible.
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
christlutheran-lj.org
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WE WORSHIP TOGETHER!
Another step toward!
We will return to bread and wine for Holy Communion on Epiphany, Jan 9th.
We will be directed by the ushers to approach the communion rail, getting our own cups from the
open racks on the first pew. If you prefer grape juice, cups will be provided at the altar. You may
stand or kneel, as you prefer. Ushers will determine how many can approach the rail at one time,
given whatever the ongoing safety concerns may be. If you’re unable to approach the altar, Communion will be brought to you.
We continue our new “normal” and we need your participation as:
USHERS: If you’ve ushered before or never have, Ronnie Tweedle will help you get going.
LIVE READERS: may be asked to read different components of the worship service, there at
the altar, just like we once did. You will be advised ahead of time.
VIRTUAL READERS: will continue to read as Pastor Paul asks for video participation.
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Now that we are increasing the number of participants, and as
we return to the bread and wine, one or two assistants will be needed.
MONEY COUNTERS: If you’re a veteran at this, you are now needed! If you’d like to learn,
you will be trained (and it’s easy) by a veteran.
And, we thank you for your participation in all ways!
christlutheran-lj.org
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Worship & Music Notes
December 2021
We begin “Year C” in our Revised Common Lectionary, the Year of Luke,
who’s believed to be a traveling companion of St. Paul.
Dec. 5th. 2nd Sunday of Advent, Luke 1:68-79. John the Baptist is a herald of
Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we
hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and
religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.
Dec. 12th. 3rd Sunday of Advent, Luke 3:7-18. John the Baptist heralds the
mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a
matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and
vocational integrity.
Dec. 19th. 4th Sunday of Advent, Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]. Elizabeth, John’s mother,
and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with
faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving
God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.
Dec. 26th, 1st Sunday of Christmas. Luke: 41-52. On the first Sunday of
Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple,
both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind.
We too have returned to the house of God who has gifted us a Savior. As
the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.”
*****************************************************************************************************************

Christmas Eve Service 7:00pm
We will celebrate the birth of our Lord on Christmas Eve with Candlelight and Carols and the story
of Christ’s birth.
Please be mindful to offer a ride to someone who
finds it difficult to drive after dark.
*************************************************************************************************
The Tidings
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Answers on
page 10

christlutheran-lj.org

6

Worship & Music Musings, Discussion,
and Recommendations
How are we moving forward? The past two years have been a
roller coaster of what can we do, what should we do, and how can
we do it? One thing we all want is to have more of our folks, and
others, in the pews on Sunday mornings. Are we headed in that direction? It’s hard to say.
We’ve listened to a lot of feedback from some of our own. Some say
the video worship is so convenient, some say they’re still reticent
due to Covid concerns, some say 9:00 is difficult because of health issues requiring time and meds
to get moving each morning. Then there are reports from the Pumpkin Patch of folks who are looking for a church home, but are put off by the worship time. If we truly want to serve, we can start
by better serving our own and our community by being more welcoming and meeting people where
they are.
So, Worship and Music committee unanimously recommends we move worship to 10:00. We
brought this to Council who thinks the move has merit. We hope you prayerfully consider what’s
best for Christ Lutheran going forward. This consideration will be brought up at our January Congregational meeting. And, the 10:00 hour would surely open up the potluck options after worship!
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