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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
One of my favorite songs growing up was “It’s Beginning to
Look a Lot Like Christmas.” I always found it challenging to
play, because the versions I had tended to have four flats or
three sharps.
But what does Christmas look like, anyway? According to the
song, we should be looking for “candy canes and silver lanes
aglow” and “toys in every store.” Then add some “Hop-a-long boots” and “dolls that will talk and will
go for a walk.” Other songs tell us of “city sidewalks, busy sidewalks, dressed in holiday style,” plus
treetops that glisten and the sound of “sleigh bells in the snow.”
This year, we find a challenge just finding the look, much less the music, of
Christmas as we remember it, with canceled travel plans and social distancing
and masks all around.
But what does Christmas look like,
anyway? Mary and Joseph and a few
shepherds are probably the only
ones who could give a definitive answer to that question.
They didn’t have toys in every store or sleigh bells ringing
or decorated shopping malls.
The basic story we have, from the second chapter of
Luke, does not look much like our usual Christmas celebrations: a baby born in a strange stable,
laid in a manger, and visited by shepherds fresh in from the fields. But that original scene looked
nothing like people’s expectations in those days, as well, about the birth of a Messiah, one who
would come to save the world.
God did something very different and unexpected when Jesus entered our world. God surprised the world then, as God continues
to find new ways to enter our world, even in the most unlikely
times. Could God come during covid times? Could God still bring
all the full promises of Christmas to us in 2020? We may need to
use our imaginations some and look beyond our usual or traditional scenes of Christmas.
Look for “signs of Christmas” around you. What do you see? Make a list and some of your thoughts
to me (clcpaastor2019@gmail.com). I’d like to share your insights with others, so we can all reimagine Christmas as the time God enter our world in love.
God’s peace to you at Christmas, and always!
Paul Geisler
Pastor
christlutheran-lj.org
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We’ve scheduled two worship times for Christmas Eve this year, to accommodate proper distancing guidelines – on at our traditional time of 7:00 p.m. and an earlier one at 4:00 p.m., especially for those who prefer not to drive at night.
Please let us know your preference of time and how many you expect to attend with you,
so we can plan each worship service accordingly.
You may send your information to clcoffic2019@gmail.com.

Don’t forget we have some household supplies up here if you
need any. Just contact the church office @ 979-297-2013

Our shelves have so many good selec ons! Bible Studies, Devo onals, Spiritual
Growth, Chris an Fic on, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come ﬁnd some good books to devote some me to, and let
God’s word, in many diﬀerent forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young ones who will be in your midst this holiday
season. These books really need to be read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed!
The Tidings
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In a letter to Rev. Dr. John Hess, found in Luther’s Works, Volume 43 p. 132, as “Whether
one may flee from a Deadly Plague,” Luther
writes:
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I
shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and
persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God
should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so
I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is such a Godfearing faith because it is neither brash no foolhardy and does not tempt God.”

Hey everyone I ordered a Printable Nativity Escape Room packet this
weekend for my family to do over the Christmas holiday. If you are interested in getting a copy let me know and I can print you off a copy. It looks really fun.

Thank you for your generous contributions and donations during this time of the covid virus. Our offerings to-date come very close to the totals for 2019 and 2018, for the same period. With a bit of a
push to end the year, we may come close to eliminating a deficit for 2020.
Please keep your offerings strong, and consider a special “thanks” offering to keep God’s ministry
strong through our congregation.

Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
christlutheran-lj.org
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Singing Darkness To Light
Christmas Vespers: Dec. 4, 2020
Join us for a special virtual performance marking the 80th anniversary
of this sacred service of music and
word by the TLU choirs and musicians.
The pandemic has impacted the performing arts in a profound way, making live performances difficult. Indeed,
singing is one of the most dangerous
activities during the coronavirus; but TLU students have been dedicated to safely rehearsing and making music during this new normal.
This virtual concert will use some clips from Christmas Vespers 2019 in addition to
other performances recorded this semester. You will see a stark difference between
where our world was almost one year ago and today. While we know a recording can
never take the place of a live performance, we hope it will bring a bit of peace and
light into your world.
The event will be available on TLU's YouTube channel starting Friday, December 4.
https://www.youtube.com/user/TXLutheran
For more information about TLU Church Relations, or to request a virtual greeting with your congregation from Dr. Cottrell, please email crelations@tlu.edu.
For the past few months during the Covid-19 pandemic, most of the International seafarers that come to the Port of Freeport have not been able to get off the ships. We
have been taking them some toiletries. Can you help by collecting the following?
Full sized toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Men's crew socks
Delivery to:
1103 Cherry Street
Freeport, TX 77541
(979) 233-5641
The Tidings
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h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q

Quarterly Devotionals are on the counter in the office.
October, November, December
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the last quarter are available
They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them.
They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

From: The Christ Lutheran
Church Office
christlutheran-lj.org
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12/1 Alleene Brod Evins
12/24 Agnes Harris
12/2 Jeremiah Perez-Barnett 12/29 Floyd Ellington
12/2 Zoey Perez-Barnett
12/30 Charlene Mann
12/3 James Neece
12/6 David Rieschick
12/6 Ella Smith

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 20th year!
Although we are still not gathering in person, here are the Epistles for December if you’d like to further your Bible study and knowledge through the Second
readings.
Nov. 29th. 1st Sunday of Advent. 1 Cor: 1:3-9. Paul reminds the Corinthians how the
Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen
them until the coming day of the Lord. [It was true then and is today!]
Dec. 6th. 2nd Sunday of Advent. 2 Peter. 3:8-15a. This short letter deals with the
concerns of the final advent of Jesus, We are called as followers of Christ to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
Dec. 13th. 3rd Sunday of Advent. 1 Thess. 5:16-24. Paul ends his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving.
The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.
Dec. 20th. 4th Sunday of Advent. Romans. 16:25-27. Paul concludes his letter to
the Romans by praising God because, in the proclaiming the good news, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of Jesus Christ, the salvation of all humanity.
Dec. 27th. 1st Sunday of Christmas. Galations4:4-7. Paul teaches the Galatians
that the purpose of Christ’s birth was to liberate us from the law’s condemnation so
that we would be fully adopted into God’s family as beloved children.

The Tidings
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Society of St. Stephen
The last few weeks have been busy ones for the volunteers of Society of St. Stephen! We have had so many calls from clients needing
help that it has been difficult to keep up. And yet, even as Thanksgiving approached, we were able to, once again, do the work that
Jesus would have us do. We do not have the compiled statistics
yet, but many clients were assisted with rent or utility needs. Then,
the week after Thanksgiving, the Christmas wreaths arrived and
were ready to be handed out. Once again, our volunteers stepped
up and all of the wreaths were picked up within three days!
Thank you, thank you, thank you to those who bought Christmas
wreaths or made a donation to Society this year. We were concerned that sales would be down due to Covid 19 limiting our physical contact with people. Months ago we made the decision to go
online with the sale of the wreaths and the response was tremendous. When the audit is completed we should have at least equaled
the money made from the sales of previous years. This will enable
us to continue our work well into 2021!
Merry Christmas from each of us involved in Society of St. Stephen!
We are grateful to be able to serve those in need.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First
United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary
assistance to local people in need.

Christmas Word Scramble Solutions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Scrooge
Caroling
Star
Chestnuts
Rudolph

christlutheran-lj.org

6. Santa
7. Packages
8. Shepherd
9. Manger
10. Angel

11. Mistletoe
12. Nativity
13. Stocking
14. Savior
15. Wreath

16.Sleigh
17. Snowman
18. Jesus
19. Ornaments
20. Christmas
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Worship & Music Notes
December, 2020
It’s nice to have a choice. Praying it stays so!
In this time of social distancing, some will choose to gather in person, others will stay in virtual mode until they choose to come. Regardless of where you hear the word, here’s hoping
that you will find time to read through the lessons below and find time for reflection and
prayer.
If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to
help distribute communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the
social distancing aspect of worship. The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones
and we are grateful to have this opportunity to again come together—and you can help!
The Season of Advent Begins!
And we welcome a new church calendar, Year B of the three year cycle.
This year our readings will focus on Mark and John
Nov. 29th. 1st Sunday of Advent. Mark 13:24-37. Stir up your power and come! (Psalm 80:2) This
is a familiar theme in Advent. We await the second coming that we know will eventually happen
when there will be no more sadness and suffering. And yet we await celebrating the first coming,
foretold by the prophets, as scripture is fulfilled in a manger in the town of Bethlehem.
Dec. 6th. 2nd Sunday of Advent. Mark 1:1-8. The gospel of Mark doesn’t begin with the story of
Jesus’ birth, but fast forward to a voice of one crying out in the wilderness. Prepare the way of the
Lord! John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming.
Dec. 13th. 3rd Sunday of Advent. John 1:6-8, 19-28. John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of
the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus, and although he had followers of
his own, directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light.
Dec. 20th. 4th Sunday of Advent. Luke 1:26-38.The angel, Gabriel, appears to Mary and tells her
that God will give David’s throne to her son, Jesus. Of course, she’s perplexed and confused, but
readily agrees to Gabriel’s invitation to carry and give birth to the long-awaited Messiah. What a
journey for her!
Dec. 24th. Christmas Eve. Luke 2:1-14, [15-20] In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of
the Christ child. His humble beginnings certainly don’t answer the expectations of all who were
awaiting a strong force to be reckoned with. Yet, with gentle force, healing, teaching, loving and
serving, he was just what His Father wanted.
Dec. 27th. 1st Sunday of Christmas. Luke 2:22-40. In accordance to the Law of Moses, Mary and
Joseph brought Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem, as all first born males were deemed to belong to
the Lord. Simeon, devout and upright, was guided by the Holy Spirit to go to the temple. There,
Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God for allowing him to live long enough to see the
Lord’s Messiah. He was joined by Anna, a prophetess who never left the temple. She gave thanks
to God and talked about the child to all who were looking for the liberation of Jerusalem.
The Tidings
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Christmas Trivia
Answers
1. C. an old silk hat
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A. Eggnog
B. Cupid
C. Fruitcake
B. Tinsel
A. Ebenezer
C. Coca-Cola

8. B. Claus Marks
9. C. Hansel and Gretel
10. A. Macy’s
11. B. Father Christmas
12. A. Hermey
13. B. Teddy Ruxpin
14. A. Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing
15. B. Stink, Stank, Stunk

Christmas Word Scramble
Unscramble the letters to find the words which have to do with Christmas.
1. Groceos _______________ 8. Dressephh _____________ 15. Traweh ________________
2. Naclorig _______________ 9. Gramen _______________ 16. Gisehl _________________
3. Rats __________________ 10. Galen _________________ 17. Wamsonn ______________
4. Scunttshe ______________ 11. Limesotte ______________ 18. Ejuss _________________
5. Porduhl ________________ 12. Vaniyitt ________________ 19. Stranneom _____________
6. Naast _________________ 13. Gotscink _______________ 20. Scamsthir ______________
7. Skagceap ______________ 14. Virasou ________________
christlutheran-lj.org
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Services will also be posted on our Facebook page, website, and emailed to you.
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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