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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
We can make a microwave meal in minutes. We can google an answer and send an e-mail or text in seconds. When we have to wait
for something we really want, we feel helpless, weak, and powerless. “How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long
will you hide your face from me?” (Psalm 13:1)

Yet many times we all have to wait. Hunters wait. Fishers wait. Patients wait on the doctor. Pregnant couples wait. Young people wait
to get a driver’s license. Shoppers wait to check out. Drivers wait
at red lights. Sailors at sea long for a glimpse of distant land.

One of the main times we jump the wait comes this time of year. Our whole society seems to
rush to Christmas. Why wait? What are we waiting for? We start decorating before the Halloween things are put away. We watch Christmas movies from July through December. All
the stores hawk their Black Friday specials, and Santa arrives before the Thanksgiving turkey
is in the oven.
In the midst of this hurried frenzy, we in the church do a very “counter-cultural” thing. We go
against the flow, and we wait. We have a full season of waiting, called Advent. We see great
value in this awkward, unwanted, uneasy think called waiting. In fact, this unusually placed
season offers great opportunity for great spiritual growth. Any moment of the day we can
choose to pause for a while and simply wait.
When actually slow ourselves to a waiting pace, we provide
space in our minds for God’s spirit. We begin to notice aspects
of our world we were not aware of before — the sound of a
clock or a distant conversation; a tree gently waving in the
breeze; the touch of clothes against the skin. We take time, also, to look more closely at the world around us. We recognize
beauty not often seen, and we notice places which need God’s
loving touch, as well. And most importantly, we take time to
notice ourselves. In these reflective moments, we take time to
celebrate all people and things around us, and we examine
more closely the hurts and pains around us, as well. We take
time to pray, “Thanks be to God,” as well as to plead, “Lord,
have mercy.” And most importantly, we take time to notice
ourselves, and make space for God around us and in us.
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Nelson Mandala captured something of the nature of this season when he said, “the first
thing is to be honest with yourself. You can never have an impact on society if you have not
changed yourself ... Great peacemakers are all people of integrity, of honesty, but humility.”
So, in your rush up to Christmas, “Wait for it! Wait for it! Wait for it! Wait for it!” (Yes,
take all four weeks of Advent!) Then, “What are you waiting for!” Look at the surprising
new life that God can bring to us and to our world!
In the end, the psalmist concluded, But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with me.
(Psalm 13:5-6)
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

Blue Santa Raffle Winners
Cookies
Patty’s dessert
Massage
Gift Card
Turkey Breast
El Chico Gift Card
Mystery Box
Chicken Spaghetti Casserole
Apple Pie

Margaret Janke
Sharon White
Agnes Harris
Pastor Paul
Barbara McCrery
Don White
Sharon White
Paige Horak
Barbara Shipp

Servant Ministry thanks you
for your support of the
Clute Blue Santa Program.
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12/01 Alleene Brod Evins
12/02 Jeremiah Perez-Barnett
12/02 Zoey Perez-Barnet
12/03 James Neece
12/06 David Rieschick
12/06 Ella Smith
12/24 Agnes Harris
12/29 Floyd Ellington
12/30 Charlene Mann

All invited to rock around
the Tiki tables on
Thursday, December 5
at 6:30 pm.
Join the fun!

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from 12:30—2:30
Every Tuesday from
12:30-2:30PM

If you like playing games, give it a try.
Boredom Busters meets every Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you like playing
We are always willing to learn a new
games, give it a try. We are always willing to learn a new game. It's a fun and relaxgame.
ing time!
christlutheran-lj.org
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HOME GROUP

Mark Your Calendar

for Home

Group!

Anxious for Nothing
By: Max Lucado
God wants our lives to be ruled by His peace
Join us at 6:00pm 247 Chestnut, on the following date as we explore
God’s desire to help us deal with anxiety
and finding calm in a chaotic world!

December 1
Hope you can make it! Bring a friend!
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Christmas Trivia

From:

The
Christ
Lutheran
Church Office
christlutheran-lj.org

1. Name Santa’s Reindeer.
2. What magic article of clothing brings Frosty the Snowman to life?
3. The Grinch tried to take Christmas away from the residents of what town?
4. Ralphie (in A Christmas Story) only wants one thing
for Christmas. What is it?
5.
6.
7.
8.

What is the name of the main character in Elf?
Name the three ghost that come to visit Scrooge.
Who is the most known for singing Blue Christmas?
On the 11th day of Christmas, my true love sent to me
______.
9. How many times does Santa check his Naughty & Nice
Lists?
10. In the song, I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus, where
were Mommy & Santa?
6

UÉÉ~ VÄâu
Book being discussed:
Sins of the Father
By: Jane A. Jance

The December 18th meeting
will start at 10:00am.

Lunch Bunch
Friday, December 6, 2019
@ The Local
11:00am
Library Lines
Cozy up next to the fireplace with a good book from our library. Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies,
Devotionals, Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History,
World Religions and so much more. You’re encouraged to come
find some good books to devote some time to, and let God’s
word, in many different forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young ones
who will be in your midst at any time, particularly this summer.
These books really need to be read, loved, and used where they
will be enjoyed!
The Tidings
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Worship & Music Notes
December’s lessons and thoughts
Dec. 1st. First Sunday of Advent. Matthew 24:36-44. The new church year
begins with a wake-up call. In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor the hour of the
Lord’s coming. Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that
strengthen our faith in the promises of God.
Dec. 8th. Second Sunday of Advent. Matthew 3:1-12. At the heart of our
Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and
make a new beginning. In our hemisphere, the days are short and darkness comes early. Yet, we turn toward the approaching light of Christ.
From the Lord’s table, we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ, the kingdom of God has come near.
Dec. 15th. Third Sunday of Advent. Matthew 11:2-11. We wait in patience for the
coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice in his presence among us this day: in word
and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of
Christ’s advent among us. We are His hands and feet today and as long as we draw
breath, we should be.
Dec. 22nd. Fourth Sunday of Advent. Matthew 1:18-25. Isaiah prophesies that a
young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. Matthew tells of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, “God-with-us”. Matthew’s gospel tells of Joseph’s role in Jesus’ birth and life and, as the angel in his dream instructs him, gives him the name, Jesus, which means “God saves”.
Christmas Eve. 7:00pm. We celebrate the birth of the baby in the manger, who
for a number of years, we know little about. However, at age thirty, he was baptized by his cousin John, and coming up from the waters of the Jordan, the
heavens revealed he was the Son of God. Emmanuel has come. The Messiah is
with us, and will come again.
Dec. 29th. First Sunday of Christmas. Matthew 2:13-23. After the magi were
warned not to return to Herod, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told
him to take Mary and the baby and flee to Egypt, as Herod would seek the child
to kill him. In a fit of rage, Herod had all the baby boys in Bethlehem and surrounding areas, from birth to two years, slain. After Herod’s death, Joseph and
his little family settled in Nazareth, in the region of Galilee.
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Choir Practice is Wednesdays.
6:30-7:30.

Bring your bucket to carry your tune if
need be! Seriously, this little group has a
lot of fun and works hard to bring you a
tune that fits with the message. We’d love
to have you join us.

Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season
devotionals for October, November, and December are available in the gathering area.
They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good
food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them.
They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit
well in a pocket or purse.

Advent Midweek Gatherings
Tuesdays, 11:30am, Brown Bag Dec. 3rd, 10th, 17th.
Work is underway to bring us a time of fellowship, discussion, and
reflection; a time to fill our hearts with the wonder of viewing this
holy season in several different ways. Is Christmas only for children, or for the young at heart, as well? Can we find folks in scripture who were called upon to play important roles in the history of God’s will? Can we be more present in this season by doing less, experiencing wonder, holding on to hope? How do we, in today’s world,
figure in? Bring your food—in your brown bag and in food for thought.
We hope to have a way to provide access to our mid-week reflections to those who cannot
be there on Tuesdays. Stay tuned!

Bread for Life Study Group
December Epistles will be from Romans, James, Hebrews.
We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet Wednesdays,
11:30am – 12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle reading for the upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate
Daily Faith Practices, the second reading are usually on the library table. There is no leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.
christlutheran-lj.org
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
Society of St. Stephen is so very thankful for Christ Lutheran Church and all that you do for
us to enable us to help God’s children who are struggling. The Pumpkin Patch is such a blessing
to this community and to Society. Your contributions through the Pumpkin Patch give us funds
that are greatly needed, and the volunteers from your church make it possible for us to answer the calls of our clients. We also appreciate your many purchases of the Christmas
wreaths that we sell. This is Society’s only fundraiser, and we sold a record amount of
wreaths this year.
November was a busy month for Society. Some of the local companies lay off workers near
the end of the year, which makes it difficult to pay their bills. It is especially hard on those
who have moved here during the year and whose budgets are tight.
One case was especially poignant. We received a call from St. Vincent de Paul, with whom we
often share cases in order to be able to meet the client’s needs. This lady’s long time friend
was on hospice. She had taken off from work to care for him in his last days. Her job was being held, but she wasn’t getting paid while she was not working. She was requesting rental assistance. Our contribution, in addition to the contribution of St. Vincent de Paul, was able to
pay her rent in full. Her friend’s dying wish was for them to be married. The priest arrived in
time to marry the couple. He died several days later.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist,
Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing
emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

Please keep these people
in your prayers.
Alison Belvins
Roselyn Lykken
Dennis Smith
Dorothy Krug
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Liz Ellett
Gail Smith
Terry Partridge
Don White

Agnes Harris
Jimmy Neece
Joy Stanley
Dennis Jones
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December
Serving in Worship
December 1, 2019
Reader

December 8, 2019

David Lykken

Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Patty Northam

Musician

Sandy Naill

Mary Morgan

Jose Saavedra

Mary Morgan

$ Counter

Byron Sims
December 15, 2019

December 22, 2019

Reader
Ushers
Greeter

Bob Drake
Pat Brannon

Ppt Tech

Dave McCrery

Musician

Linda Pirtle

Mary Morgan

Sandy Wand

Charlotte Braden

$ Counter

Agnes Harris
December 24, 2019

December 29, 2019

Mary Morgan or Sandy Naill

Sandy Naill

Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician

Esther Braden

$ Counter
Altar Guild Team for December Betty’s team.

If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice2019@gmail.com or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.
Thank you for all who serve so willingly!
christlutheran-lj.org
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Sun
1

Mon
2

9

Worship
9:00AM
Christmas

16

11

13

Advent Midweek
Gathering
11:30AM

Bread for Life
11:30AM
Choir Practice
6:30PM

17

18

Advent Midweek
Gathering
11:30AM

Bread for Life
11:30AM

Busters 12:30PM

23

24
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Sat
7

14
Jingle Bell
Potluck Lunch
12:00PM

19

20

21

26

27

28

Book Club
9:00AM
Choir Practice
6:30PM

25

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM
Christmas Eve
Service 7:00PM

Worship
9:00AM

6

10

Boredom

Worship
9:00AM

29

5

Fri

Lunch Bunch
11:00AM

Busters 12:30PM

Worship
9:00AM
Council
Meeting
2:00PM
22

4

Thu

Bread for Life Tiki 6:30PM
11:30AM
Choir Practice
Boredom Busters
6:30PM
12:30PM

Boredom

Play and Dinner
5:00PM

15

3

Wed

Advent Midweek
Gathering
11:30AM

Worship
9:00AM

8

Tue

30

Office Closed

31
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala
THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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