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From the Pastor, the My Partners, …
Driving to and from Fort Worth for Thanksgiving, we hit the usual construction along I-45
around Corsicana. Traffic slows down as the lanes narrow and swerve from their normal
position. The treacherous curves caused even the pushiest of drivers to slow almost to a
halt.
On the return trip, the van would not start after we made a quick stop at Collin Street Bakery. We endured a
two-hour delay to replace a battery terminal, then got back to full speed, until of course we reached the
crowded regions of the Houston area and slugged along through the city.
I suppose I join most other drivers in not enjoying the forced slow-downs. It took me a long time to get used to
the sudden 20 mph signs as you enter downtown Lake Jackson. I don’t even like to come to a full stop at stop
signs.
The season of Advent – a season of waiting – presents us in the church wish a
forced slow-down. This odd time runs counter to all the forces around us this time of
year. In a truly counter-cultural way, Advent calls to us, ”Slow down,” when
everything around us says. “Hurry up! Hurry up! Rush! Rush!” Advent can be like the
voice on the radio commercial: “Yea, I’m a speed bump. I got one job. I slow you
down!”
What a gift to be able to pace our time and contemplate how God might come into our world, amid the rush of
festivities and celebrations, and amid the severe and despairing crises that drag us down. During these four
weeks before Christmas Day, let us enjoy some quiet, slow steps. Let us take time to contemplate where we
know we need God to come alongside us, and where the people around us and in our world need God, too.
Sometimes our busyness can cover up our worries. Slowing down may cause tension and even fear. We will
not find any made-for-tv Advent movies in this unsettled season, which “holds in tension the now and the not
yet, longing and hope, judgment and redemption,” as Elizabeth Eaton, bishop of the ELCA, says in her Advent
reflection. “Advent deepens the tension between what the world was created to be and what it now is,
between what God has done and what God will do.”
In this tension and fear, look for signs of light. Listen for God. Dream of possibilities of hope and mercy and
peace. God has come into this very world at some of the most troubling times. God promises to come again,
bringing hope and healing, wiping away all tears.
As Susan Cherwien says in her hymn, “In Deepest Night.”
In deepest night, in darkest days,
when harps are hung, no songs we raise,
when silence must suffice as praise,
yet sounding in us quietly
there is the song of God.
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor
christlutheran-lj.org
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Register an account at www.goodsearch.com, and list Christ Lutheran
Church as your "cause." Once logged in, do your searches from that
site, and our congregation will receive 1¢ for each search you make!
Think how many times you use Google or Yahoo or Bing! Switch to Goodsearch, and send some
money to the church!
Related to Goodsearch. (There's a link on the Goodsearch site.) Just list
Christ Lutheran Church Lake Jackson as you "cause." Register an account at www.goodshop.com. Access that account every time you want to shop online, and check
for retailer where you want to shop. You can find nearly every online retailer you might want, each
offering various percentages back on your purchase.

Give yourself
an early present.
Join the Tiki
players on
Thursday, December 7 at 6:30
pm. to have an evening of
fun.
M. Janke and Debbie Smith
will be defending their medals.
Invite a friend.
All are welcome.

HOME GROUP
DECEMBER 3
Gather at the Rayburn's for

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD
WITH RICK STEVES
6:00 PM dinner, 6:30 discussion.
Please join us at 247 Chestnut, Lake Jackson
Call the Rayburns, 297-4651, for information.

Mark your calendars
Sat/Sun, Dec 2nd and 3rd
Missionary Stephen Deal and his wife Marta Giron will visit us at
Christ Lutheran Church. Look for details about an informal “Meet
& Greet” that Saturday evening. Stephen will preach Sunday
morning and discuss his ministry in more detail during our adult
discussion time. See you there!
The Tidings
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Worship & Music Notes
December, 2017
Advent, a Time of Waiting and Hearing the Good News as told in Mark, John and Luke
We have now entered Year B in our Lectionary series that is on a three-year cycle. The year of Mark
is supplemented by readings from John. The Gospel of Mark is the earliest of the four gospels. Written about 70 CE during the violence of the Jewish war with Rome or after the destruction of the temple, the gospel presents traditions about Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry, words and deeds, and
an extended narrative of the events of Jesus’ passion and death.
Advent begins December 3rd. A time of waiting for baby Jesus, and a longing for Jesus’ return.
Dec. 3rd – First Sunday of Advent. Mark 13:24-37. Today’s readings aren’t so much about our
Saviors birth, but of the end of times and his return. We are reminded that there’s more to the Christmas season than the Nativity. The life of Jesus played out just as God intended. Teaching, healing,
suffering, dying and rising again from death. We pray in the Apostle’s Creed for His coming once
again to end suffering. Today’s gospel reflects on those end times.
Dec. 10th – Second Sunday of Advent. Mark 1:1-8. In Isaiah, we hear of the herald who comes,
calling people to prepare a way and clear a straight path for the Lord. And so it was John the Baptist
who appeared in the wilderness calling for repentance and baptism as a token of repentance and
forgiveness of sins. Yet, he said after him would come one mightier, who would baptize with not only
water, but the Holy Spirit.
Dec. 17th – Third Sunday of Advent. John1:6-8, 19-28. The Jews of Jerusalem questioned John
as to who he was. He openly said that he was not the messiah, and was not the prophet for whom
they were waiting. But he did say that he was the voice of one crying in the wilderness “Make the
Lord’s highway straight.” And he did tell them that there was one coming, whose shoes he was not
fit to unfasten.
Dec. 24th – Fourth Sunday of Advent. Luke 1:26-38. The angel Gabriel came to a young woman
of Nazareth, telling her of God’s plan and desire for her to be the mother of the Messiah. She agreed
to be a part of this mind-boggling event and so it began. There would be no king, royalty in a palace,
or anything of the sort. But a stable in Bethlehem, with common folk all around.
Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve. 7:00 and 11:00 pm.
We gather to celebrate the birth of Christ, Savior, sent by God to atone for man’s sin. Isaiah announces that the people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. Paul reminds us that
the grace of God has appeared. Luke’s beautiful story includes angels announcing “good news of
great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Wednesdays, 7:00pm – With a bit of dessert!
Advent Mid-week Reflection, Dec. 6, 13,20
We look for God’s guidance in these difficult times
2018 First Quarter Devotionals
Christ in Our Home and The Word in Season are now available in the gathering area. Please
pick up a copy for your own daily reflection. These are timely, scripturally related mini-studies that
are easily carried in purse or pocket. If you know of someone who would enjoy reading one, please
share a copy with them.
Weekly Bread for Life Study Group, now in its 16th year!
We meet from 11:30 – 12:30, in the church library.
December’s readings will come from 1 Corinthians, 2 Peter, 1 Thessalonians, and Romans
Oh, my! We have rousing, interesting, thought-provoking discussions. And when in doubt,
we ask Pastor Paul for insight, or find some answers on Google as we discuss the upcoming
epistle lesson. Copies of the appropriate study are usually on the library table. There is no
leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.

Advent Choir Practice Time
We meet Wednesday evenings 6:00 to 7:00 to prepare our hearts
and voices.
There is much joy finding prayer in song. And there is much joy in the
fellowship we share. We always welcome more voices! Let your voice be
heard. Come have a good time with us and make a joyful noise unto the
Lord!

Meet the new Church Office Secretary
Ericka Medlin
Hi, I moved here four years ago and fell in love with the area. I live in Angleton
with my husband of 11 years and 7 year old daughter. I look forward to meeting
y’all. Thank you for having me.
The Tidings
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Thank you to everyone who supported the Season of Giving by purchasing a Charity Bowl square. All 100 squares were sold raising
$500 that will be split between the Society of St. Stephen and the
Live Oak Clinic. Servant Ministry also wants to than the buyers and
bakers that participated in our recent bake sale. $211.00 was raised
which will also be split between our two charities. Coffee money donated through the end of December will also be split between the
Society of St. Stephen and the Live Oak Clinic. Thank you to all!
Don't forget about Tuesday Boredom Busters. We have played and
learned many different games. Bring your lunch. We gather at
noon and play to 2 pm. If you have a game you want to play, bring
it. It's informal and fun.
Servant Ministry will be having their
December meeting a week earlier so the CPS
gifts can be sorted. We will meet Monday,
December 4 at 9 am. All are welcome.

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Picket Fence
Friday, December 1st at 11:00 AM
Please join us for fun, good food and
great fellowship and conversations.

christlutheran-lj.org
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
Society of St. Stephen wishes to thank the members of Christ Lutheran Church for
your generous donation of the proceeds from the Pumpkin Patch. The funds from
your donation will help many who need emergency help in the coming year. We
strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus as we respond to calls for help.
The needs of our community are great. This past month we received a call from a
lady who lives in Jones Creek. She was recuperating from surgery when the floods
occurred. She and her husband, mother, and nine year old daughter evacuated.
The rent house in which they had been living flooded, and while they were still
away, her husband suddenly died. Our client, her daughter and mother are back in
the house in Jones Creek. Her uncle paid the rent for her this past month and Society of St. Stephen was able to pay her electricity.

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from
the First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed
to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

The Tidings
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Christmas Dinner & Program
December 10th at 5PM

Ham, Turkey, and sides will be provided. Congregation,
please bring your favorite desserts. We will eat after the
program.

christlutheran-lj.org

8

Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Sunday, December 3rd

Sunday, December 10th

Gene Reynolds/Sharon Reynolds

David Lykken

Donna Tetlow
Jean Warren
Agnes Harris
Dave McCrery
Mary Morgan
Byron Sims/Sandy Wand

Gene Reynolds
Sharon Reynolds
Diane Tweedle
Jean Warren
Linda Pirtle
Dan Wand/Donna Tetlow

Sunday, December 17th
Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician

Sunday, December 24th

David Lykken
Donna Tetlow
Jose Saavedra
Esther Braden
Dave McCrery

Jean Warren
Don White
George Warren
Agnes Harris
Dave McCrery

$ Counters
Altar Guild Team for December is Betty’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the
Church Office: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.

Cadelyn Bennett
Alison Blevins
Maddie Bone
Liz Ellett
Leon Giese
Agnes Harris

Steve Ray
Dorothy Rayburn
Leota Romaine
Doris Schwank
Dennis Smith
Gail Smith

Verlene Heady
Dennis Jones
Joe Jones
Dorothy Krug
Barb Lundahl

Connie Spangenburg
Joy Stanley
Patty Walker
Viola Watson
Dec 2 Jeremiah Perez-Barnett
Zoey Perez-Barnett

Bob Lundahl
Roselyn Lykken

Dec 3 Jimmy Neece

Daniel Mendoza
Jimmy Neece

Dec 6 David Rieschick

The Tidings

Ella Smith
Dec 24 Agnes Harris
Dec 29 Floyd Ellington
Dec 30 Charlene Mann
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December
Friday, December 1
Lunch Bunch, Picket Fence……..…… 11:00 AM

Tuesday, December 19
Boredom Busters…….…………………..….Noon

Sunday, December 3
Worship…………………………..……...9:00 AM
1st Sunday of Advent

Wednesday, December 20
Bread for Life, Library……………….....11:30 AM

Gifts for CPS kids due
Monday, December 4
Servant Ministry Meeting………….….....9:00 AM
Tuesday, December 5
Boredom Busters…….…………………..….Noon
Wednesday, December 6
Bread for Life, Library……………….....11:30 AM
Adult Choir………………………………..6:00 PM
Advent Worship…………………………..7:00 PM
Thursday, December 7
Tiki ……………….………………..……...6:30 PM

Adult Choir………………………………..6:00 PM
Advent Worship…………………………..7:00 PM
Sunday, December 24
Worship……………………………….…...9:00 AM
4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve Worship……………….....7:00 PM
Christmas Eve Worship……………….....11:00 PM
Monday, December 25…...….CLC Office Closed
Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 26
Boredom Busters…….…………………..….TBA

Sunday, December 31
Worship…………...….…….………….…..9:00 AM

Sunday, December 10
Worship
….. ………………………...……..9:00 AM
2nd Sunday of Advent
Christmas Program & Dinner……………..5:00 PM
Tuesday, December 12
Boredom Busters…….…………………..….Noon

6” Poinsettias available $7/each

Wednesday, December 13
Bread for Life, Library……………….....11:30 AM

Order thru Dec. 17th

Adult Choir………………………………..6:00 PM
Advent Worship…………………………..7:00 PM

Sign up sheet on the bulletin board

Sunday, December 17
Worship…………………………..……...9:00 AM
3rd Sunday of Advent
Church Council Meeting………………...2:00 PM
christlutheran-lj.org
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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