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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .  

 

I recently heard an interesting interview on Nation Public Radio with a 
Pastor in Virginia who was dealing with the issue of COVID-19 vac-
cinations with his congregation. The transcript of the August 7th con-
versation follows below (Copyright © 2021 NPR.): 

 

As part of Weekend Edition's Outbreak Voices series, Pastor Allen Jessee of Abingdon, Virginia 
shares how he's been trying to get help get his congregation and his community vaccinated. 

 

SCOTT SIMON, HOST: 

As the pandemic continues, we're hearing from Americans about how it's affecting their lives, their 
livelihoods and their communities. Allen Jessee has spent most of his 59 years in southwestern Vir-
ginia, close to the Tennessee border. He was a chemistry major in college but wound up in a differ-
ent profession. He is the lead pastor of Highlands Fellowship Church. 

 

ALLEN JESSEE: No one really comes to the pastor when everything's going great. You know, 
we're sort of used to dealing with people in crisis, but not in the loss as much as we saw. 

 

SIMON: Pastor Jessee says that in the early days of the pandemic, COVID-19 felt like it was a dis-
tant threat to his church members. 

 

JESSEE: Then, all of a sudden, Thanksgiving came, and it just, you know, 
just began to skyrocket in our area. So what we'd seen on TV actually be-
came personal. You know, I did more funerals from Thanksgiving till the 
end of January than I did in the whole 10 years I've been at the church. I 
mean, it was like every other day I was helping a grieving family. That real-
ly, you know, spiked my attention that I've got to do everything I can to help 
people get vaccinated when the vaccine becomes available. 

 

You know, there was a huge demand in the beginning. We had encouraged our people - I have 
even spoken about it in some messages, just, you know, hey, you know, I want to encourage you to 
get the vaccine. And we felt like the best thing we could do is make our facilities available because 
a lot of our local health departments were saying they didn't have the capacity for parking and those 
kinds of things. So we offered all of our facilities and provided, you know, support with volunteers. 
We fed the health care workers lunch. We helped people get rides from some of our lower-
economic places. We did some local commercials, television commercials, and we saw just tons 
and tons of people come to our location to get their vaccination. 

 

It became apparent to me that we - you know, we were going to have people in our population base 
here in southwest Virginia that were not going to get the vaccination, and we began trying to figure 
out why is this the case. Well, one, the vaccination worked. 

Pastor Allen Jessee 
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SIMON: COVID cases declined as elderly people got their shots. But that encouraging news led 
people to relax their guard. Vaccination rates froze. In Allen Jessee's part of Virginia, roughly two-
thirds of residents are reportedly still unvaccinated. He says misinformation has 
contributed to that hesitancy. 
 

JESSEE: You know, some of the women sort of shared about fertility, you know, 
issues. They just weren't sure. And then I think the biggest thing that people 
have been reluctant to get the vaccine because it's not FDA approved. 

SIMON: We should note the FDA says the Pfizer vaccine is on track for full ap-
proval within the next month or so. Also, hundreds of millions of people have 
been vaccinated. There is no evidence it has any negative impact on fertility. 
 

Pastor Allen Jessee says he continues to point people towards vaccination clin-
ics and information but says he tries to be careful about just how hard to encourage people who 
might be reluctant. He compares it to preaching and being a parent. 
 

JESSEE: Everything I've tried to push my kids and force my kids to do, it just doesn't ever work out 
well. But if your kids know that you love them and you care for them, then when you ask often, you 
know, they'll take that advice and they'll go that direction. But I definitely have gotten out of my com-
fort zone more on trying to encourage people to get the vaccination than I have at other times just 
because I've walked a different walk. You know, I've been with families that have lost loved ones. I 
know it is real. And I truly believe that vaccination works. 

 

You know, not only within our congregation, but people just as we, you know, 
are at the grocery store, wherever we might be with kids will come up and 
say, hey, you know, thanks so much for opening up your facilities. We got our 
shots, and had we not seen your thoughts about it, we may not have gotten 
that. 

 
 

Obviously, as people of faith, we believe that 
God can heal, we believe that God can do mira-
cles. But in my thinking, it's not that I'm being 
anti-faithful if I rely on a vaccine. No, it helps me 
to know that God's given somebody the ability to 
produce that to help in this situation. 
 

SIMON: Pastor Allen Jessee of Highlands Fel-
lowship Church in Abingdon, Va. And the pastor 
says as the delta variant takes hold in his com-
munity, new lines are forming at vaccination 
sites. 
 

God’s peace, 
 
 

Paul Geisler 

Pastor 

Scott Simon, 
NPR Radio 
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Check your email lists! 

Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address: 

CLCPastor2019@gmail.com 
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Worship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music NotesWorship & Music Notes    
August 2021 

 
NEW THINGS GOING ON AT WORSHIP! 

 

We hope to continue our  new “normal” and we need your participation as: 
 

USHERS: If you’ve ushered before or never have, Ronnie Tweedle will help you get going. 
 

LIVE READERS: may be asked to read different components of the worship service, there at the 
altar, just like we once did. You will be advised ahead of time. 
 

VIRTUAL READERS: will continue to read as Pastor Paul asks for video participation. 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Now that we are increasing the number of participants, yet are still 
using the same method of distribution, we need two people to assist. 
 

MONEY COUNTERS: If you’re a veteran at this, you are now needed! If you’d like to learn, you will 
be trained (and it’s easy) by a veteran. 

 

This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John 

 

We begin the “Growing Season” the time after Pentecost, which lasts until Advent 

 

Aug. 1, John 6:24-35.  Loaves and Fishes and 5,000 people fed. Yep, they show up for the meal, 
but what they also got was a taste of Living Bread. Jesus challenges them to consider the real na-
ture of their quest. Just food for the moment, or food beyond their lifetime? 

 

Aug. 8, John 6:35. 41-51. After their meal in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true 
significance of this remarkable sign.  

 

Aug. 15, John 6:51-58. The feeding of the 5,000 leads to extended teaching in which Jesus identi-
fies himself as the true “bread of life.” In these verses, he makes a connection that would not be un-
derstood until after his death, as we celebrate Holy Communion. 

 

Aug. 22, John 6:56-69. Some of Jesus’ disciples seem to take literally the symbolism of eating his 
flesh and drinking his blood. Yet, Peter asks, “To whom shall we go?” Just like the rest of us, some-
times Peter “gets it” and sometimes not. 

 

Aug. 29th. Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23. Jesus protests the traditional ways in which religious people 
determine what is pure or impure. To Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a 
substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
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A Good Time Was Had By All! 
Our Celebration Sunday rocked with Southern Gospel 
music, Don Schwank and his guitar, and lots of sing-
ing!  We also had a recap of how our expansion ad-
venture started thanks to Shane Pirtle, with Ronnie 
Tweedle and others adding in their memories. Jose 
Saavedra commented on how carefully we spend our 
maintenance funds and Marge Janke had us guessing 
at some easy, and not so easy, trivia questions. Right 
before we had our potluck, there was a slide show of 
activities through the years. Some folks we recognized 
right off and some looked a whole lot younger “back 
when.” It was lovely to hear our sung blessing with dis-
tinct harmonies. We are Lutheran, of course. Thank 
you to all who had anything to do getting in getting us 
to this moment in time.  

 

Twenty years of commitment to bettering our facilities and the opportunities we have had because 
of this are certainly celebration worthy!  Our facilities have allowed us to host the rummage sale, 
Camp Hope, Upward Basketball, wedding celebrations, memorial celebrations, congregational din-
ners, Crystal Crafters, rainy day Pumpkin Patch readings, a Red Cross shelter when needed, and 
no doubt there’s more. Plus, there’s storage for the things we need for our big events. What a fine 
way to be His hands and feet here on earth. We have 
been blessed to be a blessing and we will continue! 
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Bread for Life  

Study Group  

Now in our 21st year!  

Wednesdays @ 11:00am in the 

Gathering Area 

 

We will use Daily Discipleship, 

discussing the upcoming Sun-

day’s Gospel. The lessons are 

available in a yellow folder on the 

table in the library. The first page 

is Bible Study; the flip side is 

Word Among Us, applying the 

lesson to us in this time and place. 

How ‘bout joining us? 

Extra copies are in the Gathering 

Area if you’d like to see what we 

discuss. 

Brazosport Isd.  

starts back to school  

 

 

We extend our arms in Christian love and  

compassion to Pat Brannon and her family.  

Pat's daughter Kathy passed away recently  

after a prolonged illness. 
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