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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
We tend not to be very patient. Despite complaints about how hectic and
rushed our lives have become, we still regard sitting still with nothing on
our minds or our agenda as somehow wasting time. We want something
to do; we want to feel productive; we want to keep in touch – all very
positive aspirations, except when driven by our engrained impatience
when we really need to stop, slow down, and just let things be a while.
We long for vacation time, so we can relax and get away from the “rat race”
that we continue to run. But given that time on our own, as in this “slow down,”
which still feels too much like a “lockdown,” we nervously look for something to
occupy our time. We can’t wait for the virus to pass, so given a crack in the
restrictions, we go all the way back to what we prefer as “normal.” We go out
to eat or enjoy parties. We resist wearing the masks as too uncomfortable or
violations of our freedoms. All along we simply have no patience to wait.
While we wait, we also face many dilemmas. When can we safely eat in a restaurant again? When
and how can schools re-open and still protect students and staff? What if schools cannot open
safely? How can we address the shortcomings in our health care system that allow the poor and
people of color to suffer disproportionately more than the rest of us during this crisis? And what
should cities do about the policing injustices?
We are not alone in these questions. Several times Psalmists and prophets in the Hebrew scriptures have asked, “How long, oh Lord?” For example, “Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants!” (Psalm 90:13) And, “O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and
you will not listen?” (Habakkuk 1:2a)
These pleas often result in a call for patience, sometimes as simple as, “Wait,” as in Psalm 27:14
“Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!” Or as Psalm
25:5: “Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all
day long.” This kind of waiting on God can perplex and confound us – such a difficult task! Yet even
again, the Psalmist insists, ““Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who
hope in his steadfast love, to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. Our
soul waits for the LORD; he is our help and shield.” (Psalm 33:18-20)
What do we do in the
meantime? Never forget
what Jesus listed as the
most important of all the
laws. “Love God with all
you have, and love your
neighbor as yourself.”
Don’t let
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your impatient nervousness lead you drop your core values of worship and service. And find ways
to enjoy what French philosophers Jean-Henri Fabre and Henri Blanchot have described as “the
secret of everyday.” Once we recognize and celebrate the beauty of what we usually call “boring”
and “ordinary,” we can have renewed energy and excitement about our worship and service, as
well as more endurance during these times of separation, away from other people as well as from
our “normal” routines of living.
Remember, Jesus himself took time away alone, in separate, deserted places to be alone and reunite with God’s mission and purpose in the world.
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor
P.S. Take a look at the poem below, “Fun for One.” I found it very imaginative, and perhaps a bit
silly, but also helpful when thinking about how to deal with the impatience and boredom of so much
time, separated from our usual “normal.”

FUN FOR ONE, by Nick Laird
Taste wood. Taste stone. Taste glass.
Do you have a preference?
Leave the shape of your face
in every pillow in your apartment.
Listen to the sirens outside rising and falling.
When a thought comes that will lead you
into the past or future, dismiss it.
Sit at first light on a bench in the square
and stay completely still
until you begin to distinguish the calls
of all the different birds.
List those birds in alphabetical—
Lie down for a while on the grass
with your arms wide
so you make the shape of a cross.
Face down the blank sky
and what you feel at your back
is the planet, the whole planet,
bracing itself.
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At 4:25 PM make sure you face southwest.
In your kitchen the function of the objects
is to reestablish your aloneness.
Watch the ant crossing the tundra
of your kitchen counter
confront the pool of water you spilled earlier.
Choose a new name for yourself.
I like Sonia Vogel. Or Nana Buttski.
Jonathanathanathan.
Draw the sound of the siren rising outside
with a colored pencil or a biro.
Now draw the noise of a door opening,
now banging shut.
Ink a face on the palm of each hand
and flash them at yourself. Make one happy,
the other full of unspecified regret.
If you find the ant ascending the bread-bin
set your hand on said bread-bin
so that the ant steps onto your hand.
Look. You are become the earth.
Try to look the ant in the eye.
Do ants have eyes?
Think about the ant thinking about you
thinking about it.
Hold your breath: first in air, then in the bath.
Longer, longer, longer.
Try to sleep sitting up. Try to sleep standing.
Try to sleep with one eye open.
Do ants sleep? Try to sleep with ear plugs
and with Super Deep Brown Noise
and with the sirens outside rising and falling
and rising.
Insert the biro like a rose into the buttonhole
of your flannel pajamas. Whisper into it
as if it is a hidden microphone. You need backup,
to be retrieved, you need the team to come
storming in.
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At 4:25 AM make sure you face southwest.
No reason.
Listen to the sirens rising and falling
down on Houston or Broadway or Bleecker
and take a stack of magazines and tear out
photographs of all the animals you find
and arrange them on the table
in scenes of peace and harmony.
Now make them eat each other.
Stand beside your desk and touch wood
in order to commune with the forest
that stood once where you stand now,
curls of birdsong, bright coins of sunlight
scattered on the leaf litter.
If the drain glugs in the sink imitate it.
If a dog barks on the street bark back.
If the siren rises and falls, turn on
the bathroom light
and look at your face in the mirror,
and keep on looking at your face
until your face is no longer your face
but the face of a stranger
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The Thrivent member network Texas
region invites you to an educational
event.

Your Retirement:
How to take control today:
Join us for a session with retirement income expert and author, Tom
Hegna, President of TomHegna.com.
Gain insights to help you prepare for retirement and live generously
along the way.
Tom Hegna, CLU®, ChFC®, CASL®, is the author of Don’t Worry, Retire Happy!, a straightforward
guide to retirement planning in uncertain times. He’ll offer insights to help you prepare for a secure and
fulfilling retirement—and live generously along the way. It’s all part of our mission to help build individual
contentment and confidence, along with communities that thrive. We look forward to seeing you!

EVENT DETAILS
Tuesday, August 25, 2020
6:30pm
Virtual Online Webinar
Register at https://bit.ly/TomHegnaTX today! Invite your family and friends to join
you!
No products will be sold
Tom Hegna is not affiliated with or endorsed by Thrivent. The views expressed in this presentation by Tom Hegna are his own and
not necessarily those of Thrivent or its affiliates. The material presented has been obtained from sources we believe to be reliable
and is current.
Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836
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h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q

Quarterly Devotionals –
We will put them on the Camp Hope bench in a zip-loc.
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for July, August, and
September are available They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for
thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in
a pocket or purse.
Just one more thought…
There we were, and now we’re not—yet.
On June 21st, we learned that the protocols we have in place are good ones and
that we can gather in His name in the safest environment we can provide. We’re
praying we will be coming together again
soon. Until we can, we hope you stay safe
and healthy, and choose to spend some of
that necessary at home
time reading some of the
lessons posted in our
Worship and Music portion of Tidings.
The Tidings

Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s
updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
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8/8 Denise Green
8/9 Amy Callaway
8/13 Melissa Rieschick
8/14 Isaiah Perez
8/15 Ronnie Tweedle
8/18 Jeff Clark
8/19 Karen Dettloff

8/24 Christi Matteck
8/27 Anna Bloomhuff
8/28 Steve Gluck
8/29 Charlotte Braden
8/29 Paul Geilser
8/29 Randy Morgan
8/30 Ruby Brown

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 20th year!
Although we are still not gathering in person, here are the Epistles for August if you’d like to
further your Bible study and knowledge through Paul’s letters.
August 2nd. Romans 9:1-5. Paul is definitely a follower of Christ, putting his heritage behind him,
yet he still holds dear the Israelites’ legacy as being God’s children, having God’s covenants, receiving divine promises.
August 9th. Romans 10:15. A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by our efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation of who we acknowledge Jesus Christ to be.
August 16th. Romans11:1-2a, 29-32. God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God
are irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God shows mercy to all.
August 23rd. Romans 12:1-8. In response to God’s mercy toward us, we are to worship by living
God-centered lives. Our efforts are enhanced by the presence of the Holy Spirit. We have different
gifts that complete the body of Christ.

Don’t forget we have
some household supplies up here if you
need any. Just contact
the church office @
979-297-2013
christlutheran-lj.org
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Society of St. Stephen
The month of July was a busy one for Society of St. Stephen.
We were able to assist 25 clients with rent or electricity during
this time of joblessness and stress due to Covid 19. This
amounted to $4,518.25 in financial assistance for these clients.
Sixteen received help with their rent, while nine needed help
with utilities.
One couple both had Covid 19. She was ill and at home and he
was in the hospital. They needed assistance with their electricity bill We were able to give them the help that they needed at
their time of crisis.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the
First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and
Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

I know this time has not been easy for any of us, but we are here for
you. If you have any questions, concerns, or have ideas to make
being apart more bearable please let us know. You can contact the
office at (979) 297-2013, my cell (361) 212-6676, or
email clcoffice2019@gmail.com.
Thank you,
Denise Green
CLC Secretary
The Tidings
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Worship & Music Notes
In this time of social distancing, we are unable to gather and share the love among us and
the love of Christ in the fellowship that binds us together. Here’s hoping that you will find
time to read through the lessons below and find time for reflection and prayer.
Pentecost, the Growing Time
The color of the Pentecost season is green—representing new growth
Aug. 2nd. Matthew 14:13-21. Loaves and fishes. Jesus wants a bit of solitude
to grieve the death of John the Baptist, yet crowds come to him and, as usual,
he respond with compassion, even finding a way to feed the multitudes with a
little help from his Father. How often do we faithfully turn to the Father for all
we need?
Aug. 9th. Matthew 14:22-33. Jesus calms a storm as his disciples are out
in a boat and he comes to them walking on water. Peter wants to give it a try
and Jesus gives him the go ahead. That works fine until Peter begins to
doubt he can do it. Faith! What remarkable faith Peter exhibits—until that
faith falters. Jesus is always there to sustain us when we need it, particularly
in the storms of life.
Aug. 16th. Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28. Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity
is a matter of the heart rather than outward observances. He’s quickly approached by a Canaanite mother who begs Jesus to heal her daughter. In a
teaching moment, his conversation with her shows his disciples that he can listen
to people and respond in Godly fashion. She reminds Jesus that dogs eat the
crumbs beneath the master’s table and we are all one in the eyes of God. Her
faith speaks volumes.
Aug. 23rd. Matthew 16:13-20. Peter, Jesus’ sometimes impulsive, speak before you think, disciple gets an A+ when he responds to Jesus’ question of
“who do they say I am?” God has revealed to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God”. And, in so doing, Jesus calls Peter the rock on
which he will build the church.
Aug. 30th. Matthew 16:21-28. Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of
his ministry, suffering, death, and being raised again on the third day.
Peter goes into impulsive mode telling Jesus that just cannot be! Jesus
rebukes Peter saying “Get behind me Satan!” That certainly caused all
the disciples to pause and reflect. Get away, get behind me and follow
me! The disciples learn a valuable lesson in what following Jesus can
mean. Yet, they’re in 100%.
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General Trivia Questions
1. What fictional city is the home of Batman?
A. Bat City
B. Gotham City
C. Metropolis
2. In which sport would you preform the Fosbury Flop?
A. The high jump
B. Rugby
C. Soccer
3. Spinach is high in which mineral?
A. Iron
B. Vit C
C. Calcium
4. What is Geiger counter used to detect?
A. O2 Level
B. earthquakes
C. Radiation
5. Which type of dog has breeds called Scottish, Welsh, and Irish?
A. Terrier
B. Setter
C. Spaniel
6. Babe Ruth is associated with which sport?
A. Football
B. Baseball
C. Golf
7. Who was known as the Maid of Orleans?
A. Marie Antoinette
B. Dolly Parton
C. Joan of Arc
8. In the film Babe, what type of animal was
Babe?
A. A Pig
B. A Spider
C. A Dog
9. What was Mahammed Ali’s birth name?
A. Cassius Clay
B. Lew Alcindor
C. Jerry Jones
10. Which Roman emperor supposedly fiddled while Rome burned?
A. Augustus
B. Nero
C. Marcus
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11. Which crime-fighting cartoon dog has initials “S.D.” on his collar?
A. Scooter Dog
B. Scooby Doo
C. Snoopy Dog
12. What’s the total number of dots on a pair
of dice?
A. 42
B. 21
C. 6
13. Traditionally, how many Wonders of the
World are there?
A. 9
B. 4
C. 7
14. Which planet is the closest to Earth?
A. Venus
B. Mars
C. Saturn
15. According to the old proverb, to which
European capital city do all roads lead?
A. Jerusalem
B. Rome
C. Paris
16. On which mountain did Moses receive
the Ten Commandments?
A. Mount Sinai
B. Mount Zion
C. Mount McKinley
17. Which is the tallest mammal?
A. The giraffe
B. Blue whale
C. Elephant
18. Which sign of the zodiac is represented
by the ram?
A. Pisces
B. Aries
C. Sagittarius
19. Mount Everest is found in which mountain range?
A. Alps
B. Rocky Mountains
C. The Himalayas
20. What is the name of the fairy in Peter
Pan?
A. Tinker Bell
B. Rose
C. Fawn
11

U.S. President Trivia Answers
1. b. Quincy

16. a. Gerald Ford

2. a. William Harrison

17. d. Grover Cleveland

3. c. Ronald Reagan

18. a. Thomas Jefferson

4. a. John F. Kennedy

5. c. James Madison
6. a. Dolley Madison
7. b. 4

19. b. Abigail Fillmore
20. c. James Madison
21. d. Martin Van Buren
22. c. Andrew Johnson

8. a. 6
9. d. Calvin Coolidge
10. b. $25,000
11. a. Thomas Woodrow Wilson
12. d. Grover Cleveland
13. c. John Tyler
14. d. James Buchanan
15. b. Ronald Reagan

23. b. Theodore Roosevelt
24. a. Martin Van Buren
25. c. Dwight D. Eisenhower
26. a. William Clinton
27. d. John F. Kennedy
28. c. James
29. b. James Buchanan
30. b. Herbert C. Hoover

All answers to the trivia questions will be in the
September edition of the Tidings

Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies, Devotionals,
Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions
and so much more.
You’re encouraged to come find some good books to devote
some time to, and let God’s word, in many different forms,
feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have young
ones who will be in your midst at any time, particularly
this summer. These books really need to be read, loved,
and used where they will be enjoyed!
christlutheran-lj.org

12

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Temporary Worship Schedule
Will be posted on our Facebook page,
website, and emailed to you until further
notice.
Normal Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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