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From the Pastor, to My Partners . . .

I found this article about how we Lutherans worship very
helpful and wanted to share it with you all. It comes from a
monthly series in “Living Lutheran” magazine exploring
what Lutheran worship is, how Lutherans worship, and
why we do so.
I recently read a list of “20 rules of etiquette for attending worship” shared by a
clergyperson (not of my denomination). They were things people needed to do if they
wanted to do worship “right”—such as never giving kids snacks; never looking at cell
phones; bowing, sitting, standing and kneeling at all the right times; dressing in a certain way, etc. In response, I thought I’d share my own clergy list of etiquette.
1. I assume that, when you walk into church, you feel weighed down by the world.
You probably had a hard week at work or failed on your diet or argued again with
your spouse or have had it up to here with the kids. I could be wrong, but I assume
you need a break. My job is to smile and welcome you. Your “rule” here is simply to
walk in the door, if you choose.
2. As our guest of honor, you are in church to be served. This means you do not
come to serve God or anyone else. Before you worry that this will make you feel entitled, remember that the gathering commonly called “mass” was renamed “service” by
Martin Luther, who said God is the one serving. God is lavishly serving you in word
and sacrament. This is not to make you feel entitled but to make you feel loved and
free to love others. (You will know when God puts it on your heart to serve others,
prompted by your overflowing love.) So your “rule” here is to try to open your heart to
God, who will serve you as you worship and praise God. It’s not really a rule but a
good idea. You’ll get more out of things this way.
3. The music is always nicer if you sing along. The prayers are more powerful if
you join your voice in the ancient rhythm created by billions of people over thousands
of years. You’ll get more out of the sermon if you listen. So your “rule”—let’s call it a
suggestion—is to involve yourself in what we call “the work of the people,” which is
what “liturgy” literally means. It’s not a requirement, though. If what you need to do is
sit in silence, cry, meditate, whatever—have at it.
4. Parents and grandparents, we give you all the breaks you need. Jesus loved
kids and loves yours. Feed them Cheerios, give them toys—yes, quiet ones would be
nice—step out of the sanctuary if you want, utilize the nursery and Sunday-school
options, and ask your neighbors for help. Many of us have been there, and you’re doing great. (I can preach with kids in the room. I just get louder!) If they are loud, do
your best—but know that we love you and we love them.
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5. The table is owned by Jesus Christ. He called you and all people to join in Holy
Communion. I will never withhold the sacrament from anyone. (It’s not mine to withhold.) Don’t feel worthy? Well, Jesus fed Judas. It’s not about worthiness; it’s about
God’s love for you. Feel better? Good. Get up here and let me put bread in your
hand!
6. Ask me anything about worship that you want to understand but know that it all
unfolds over time and that we all grow, as we should, over a lifetime.
7. Cell phones are best kept quiet—but hey, pull it out to tweet an interesting sermon note (I do say some tweet-worthy things sometimes). Record, go “live,” spread
the gospel in new ways. No rule here either.
8. Wear whatever you want. This is the most irrelevant thing in the history of ever.
9. Your love of God pales in comparison to God’s love of you. If you are a persistent troublemaker, I’ll let you know. But regardless of your culture or background, if
you are wounded, broken, anxious, insecure, depressed, or unsure if you even believe in God, you will not be judged by God or our congregation. Bring your authentically human self to the worship service—and see how much God serves you in profound and soul-healing ways.
10. Relax.
Rules and requirements won’t save you, me or anyone. Salvation was—and is—a
gift from the cross. If any of us could have earned salvation by being the perfect
churchgoer, the cross wouldn’t have been necessary. I assume that we’re all trying
our best with what we know. But our trying is nothing compared to God’s love. The
mercy flows from God into our hearts.
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

Written by Stephanie Lape, a rostered minister in the ELCA,
serving Cross and Crown Lutheran Church in Rancho
Cucamonga, Calif. She lives with her husband and teenage
children in Corona, Calif., and writes and speaks on spirituality and interfaith dialogue.

Unofficially we raised $539.75 for
the SPCA through the pizza and soda
proceeds at Camp Hope
Thank you to all who helped with Camp Hope this
summer! We couldn’t have done it without you!
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8/9 Amy Callaway
8/13 Melissa Rieschick
8/14 Isaiah Perez
8/15 Ronnie Tweedle
8/18 Jeff Clark
8/19 Karen Dettloff
8/14 Christi Matteck

8/28 Steve Gluck
8/29 Charlotte Braden
8/29 Paul Geisler
8/29 Randy Morgan
8/30 Ruby Brown

Want to be cool and beat
the summer temperatures?
Come to Tiki!
Thursday, August 1
6:00pm
It’s an easy game to learn,
and all are welcome!

Every Tuesday
12:30-2:30PM
Boredom Busters meets every Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you like playing
games, give it a try. We are always willing to learn a new game.
It's a fun and relaxing time!
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HOME GROUP
We are taking a break during the summer
and resume this Fall.

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections! Bible Studies,
Devotionals, Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more. You’re
encouraged to come find some good books
to devote some time to, and let God’s word,
in many different forms, feed your soul.
There are many children’s books, too, if you have
young ones who will be in your midst at any time,
particularly this summer. These books really need to
be read, loved, and used where they will be enjoyed!

Lunch Bunch
Friday, August 2, 2019
@ 11:00am
Roc’s American Café
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Mondays in August
From 9am—
9am—1pm
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26
♦

Songs, Prayers, Scripture Readings, Discussion

♦

Crafts

♦

Snacks

♦

Lunch—
Lunch—please bring a brown bag lunch

♦

Games/Activities

♦

Skits
Why should kids have all the fun!
What better way to spend a hot summer day!
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Rummage Sale
Friday, August 16, 8am—12noon
Saturday, August 17, 8am—12noon
Items can be brought in starting July 29th.
All proceeds will be used for our missionaries and
Other Servant Ministry projects.
Volunteers are needed the 2 days of the sale and sorting
and pricing the donations prior to the sale.
If you can help please contact Agnes Harris.
Please no computers, monitors, keyboards, or other
electronic devices.

Who Picked That Book?
Club met in July with nine people attending. A lively
and fun discussion was led by Kathy Sims.
The August 21st meeting will start at 10 am. Please
note the time change.
The book to be discussed is
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman.
The coffee money for this quarter will benefit the Society of St. Stephen.
Thank you for your support.
christlutheran-lj.org
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Worship & Music Notes
August 2019
Lessons and Thoughts
August 4th – Luke 12:13-21. Today’s readings offer instruction and
encouragement for us. We are occasionally overwhelmed by the
“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on
guard against all kinds of greed that is around us. We are followers
of Christ and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the
“things that are above.” We find peace at church and at the communion rail where God’s comfort through Christ is present. We learn of
love and of being His hands and feet in His kingdom here on earth.
August 11th. – Luke 12:34-40. As Jesus said “It is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.” It was God’s promise to Abraham, to the early church, and to
the “little flock” of which we are a part. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises
of God. Have no fear, as we trust in God’s generosity to us so that we may share His
love and His gifts with others.
August 18th. – Luke 12:49-56. The word of God is a refining
fire. Jesus is certainly the great divide in human history. He
invites (not demands) our undivided attention and devotion.
We are surrounded by “so great a cloud of witnesses.” In the
Word and Holy Communion, we are invited yet again to look
to Jesus. When times are good, when times are troublesome,
our faith can sustain us.
August 25th – Luke 13:10-17. The Sabbath. In Christ’s time, doing anything on the
Sabbath was against the “law.” By then, so many traditions had worked themselves
into being the “law.” When Christ healed a woman on the Sabbath, he was chided
and challenged by a narrow reading of the Sabbath command. Jesus responded that
setting someone free from physical bondage expanded the Sabbath work to include
such acts. Christ continues to feed us, forgive us, help us, and heal us. The religious
leaders of his time were constantly perplexed and upset by the things He did.
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Summertime Thoughts
What are YOU doing!? Summertime offers a more leisurely pace—or
seems to. Worship goes on and our faith journey continues every day of the
year, throughout every season. Although there are no mid-week services to
help us grow in faith, we encourage you to join in on the Fellowship of Boredom Busters, Dartball, Bread for Life, Tiki, Lunch Bunch, Book Club, Big
Peoples Bible School and any other things that are planned—or might be
planned. And, of course, bring your praises to God at Sunday services!

August 3rd at 5:00pm will be our last Saturday Service and Fellowship.
We’ll be serving up a big helping of Southern Gospel hymns to feed your soul. In addition, there
will be food aplenty of some kind. More on that as plans come together. Sunday services will remain at 9:00, but there will be no adult education class on Aug. 4th.

Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for July, August, and September are
available in the gathering area. They’re a nice pocket size, packed with good food for thought and
prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

Bread for Life Study Group
August Epistles will be from Colossians and Hebrews
We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet Wednesdays, 11:30am –
12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle reading for the upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily Faith Practices, the second
reading are usually on the library table. There is no leader, no test, nothing
but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate.

Make a Joyful Noise
Worship & Music committee will be meeting on
August 12th at 6:00pm in the Parlor.
Let us hear from you about some of your favorite hymns. We will try to plug
them in to the upcoming services.
Our congregation is unique in that many have come to the Lutheran faith having grown up in different denominations. So, in keeping with our efforts to find music and hymns that bring you joy, we’d
sure like to hear about some of the hymns you hold dear. We don’t really have rules, but it is better
to have songs with a steady rhythm and that are upbeat. (Lent excepted). Even if you think some of
the notes are too high—no problem, the keyboard allows us to transpose to a more singable range.
We’ll be waiting to hear what you want to hear—and sing!!
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SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
This has been a busy month for Society of St. Stephen. Electrical bills are high
in the summer time, and that creates a strain on many of our clients. We
have also had a few cases that were extremely heartbreaking. Your contributions are helping us assist those in need.
One client has three children. One has stage four cancer. The mom is unable
to work because she is staying at the hospital with he sick child. Our $200 plus
some money from the hospital enabled her to stay with her child.
Another client had lost her job and was renting a trailer. Her bank account
was depleted and she was at her wits end. She was able to find assistance
from St. Vincent de Paul, as well as Society of St. Stephen. She also asked that
someone come and pray with her. She was in need of food. She followed
with all of the caseworker’s suggestions, and is hopeful for her future.
Thank you, again, for the contributions you make either through your church,
or directly. You are definitely the reason that Society can be the hands and
feet of Jesus!
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in
need.

Please keep these people in your prayers
Alison Belvins Roselyn Lykken Dennis Smith Sissy Waldrop
Liz Ellett Gail Smith Terry Patridge Don White
Agnes Harris Jimmy Neece Joy Stanley
Dennis Jones Steve Ray Gene Reynolds Dorothy Krug Connie Spagenburg
The Tidings
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Saturday, August 3rd

Sunday, August 4th

Betty Massey

Jean Warren

Bob Drake

George Warren

Greeter

Donna Tetlow
Pat Brannon

Carrie Baker
Esther Braden

Ppt Tech

Jose Saavedra

Dave McCrery

Musician

Mary Morgan

Sandy Naill

Reader
Ushers

Ronnie Tweedle

$ Counters

Reader
Usher s

Charlotte Braden
Sunday, August 11th

Sunday, August 18th

Liz Ellett

Pastor David

Don White

Bob Drake

Pat Norham

Pat Northam

Sissy Waldrop

Greeter
PPT Tech

Jean Warren

Pat Northam

Musician

Linda Pirtle

Sandy Naill

Agnes Harris

Jose Saavedra

Sandy Wand

Esther Braden

$ Counters

Saturday, August 25th
Ernest Clark

Reader

Gene Rynolds

Usher

Sharon Rynolds

Greeter
PP Tech

Barbara Swift

Musician

Mary Morgan

$ Counters

Sandy Wand
Jean Warren

Altar Guild Team for August is Agnes’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.
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August 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

6

7 Bread for

Worship 9AM BPBS 9-1

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Life, Library
11:30AM

11

13

14

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM

20

21

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM

4

5

12

Worship 9AM BPBS 9-1

Fri
2

Sat
3

Tiki, 6:30PM Lunch Bunch,
11AM

Saturday
Worship,
5PM

8

9

10

15

16

17

Rummage
Sale 8-12

Rummage
Sale 8-12

22

23

24

29

30

31

Worship &
Music Meeting 6:00PM

18

19

Worship 9AM BPBS 9-1
Council
Meeting 2PM

Book Club,
10:00AM

25

26

Worship 9AM BPBS 9-1
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28

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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