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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
When we feel really happy and joyful, we say we could party all day, dance
all night. we’re really joyful, like for a wedding or a special graduation, we
might carry the festivity into another day. We stand amazed to hear that
some gatherings in biblical times carried their celebrations on for weeks at a
time.
Can you imagine a celebration that lasts a whole week of Sundays? Not just a week, but seven full
weeks? What on earth could we have to go on about for that long? Could we even keep the party
going that long? Maybe only the greatest thing ever would do it.
Happy Easter! He is risen! We have the greatest thing ever, and we continue the Easter Season for
a full seven weeks! Easter lasts a lot longer than one Sunday. In fact, the early Christians cnsidered
every Sunday a mini-Easter.
We hear that God sent the only Son to die for us, but we sometimes forget that God will do – and
has done – anything possible to show grace and love for all of us. Jesus told
his disciples that he would “undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed.” (Mark 8:31) We
scarcely consider that he died on a cross – the worst torturing death the Romans ever did, reserved for slaves and insurrectionists. Those crucified had to
walk through the streets on the way to their cross, facing insults and derision
from the crowds along the way. God’s love in the human form of Jesus
seemed to have succumbed to the opposing forces in the power structure.
But not so! The women came to the tomb on the morning of the third day, expecting to find a dead body behind the heavy stone. Then they saw the
amazing but unbelievable! The messenger told tem, “He has been raised; he
is not here!”
Despite the strong sting of death and the disappointment of seeing dreams evaporate, God lives!
Our world is renewed! Hope for the hopeless. Love for the unlovable. Fear and hate have been
overcome! New life can come out of death.
Celebrate Easter all day long, and dance all night long! Keep the festivities going for a week – no,
seven weeks! All year long! Every Sunday a mini-Easter!
“The Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 185) To Christ
“be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” (Revelation 5:13) That’s really good
news! Hallelujah!
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

christlutheran-lj.org

2

Bread for Life Study Group – Now in our 21st year!
We are now offering two options for this study group.
Wednesdays @ 11:00am
Jean Warren will lead a ZOOM meeting. You can connect via the email link she sends out. Mary Morgan will lead an in person meeting at church.
We will use Daily Discipleship, discussing the upcoming Sunday’s Gospel. Jean Warren will email our
study and reflection lessons on Tuesdays. The first page is Bible Study; the flip side is Word Among Us,
applying the lesson to us in this time and place.

Holy Week Schedule
Maundy Thursday 7:00pm
Good Friday 12:00pm
Easter Sunday 9:00am
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Worship & Music Notes
April, 2021
The protocols we’ve set in place seem to be good ones and we are grateful to have this opportunity to again
come together—and you can help!
If you are choosing to worship in person, please consider stepping up to help as usher, to help distribute
communion, or perhaps in any other way we have need as we navigate the social distancing aspect of worship.
Thank you, Pastor Paul, for the videos you’ve put together for our worship.
This year our readings will focus on the gospels of Mark and John
Easter Blessings to all!
Christ has risen! He is risen, indeed!
April 1st - Maundy Thursday. John 13:1-17, 31b – 35. John’s gospel recalls an event not mentioned in the
other gospels. Jesus performs the duty of a servant, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the
same for one another.
April 2nd. Good Friday. John 18:1-19:42. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we see what
Jesus has done for us. His death creates our eternal life. We are reconciled with God.
April 3rd. Vigil of Easter. Today is a good day to prayerfully contemplate what happened on Good Friday
and what will happen on Easter Sunday. The world was changed forever as God’s son gave his life for us. It
is our time to live as Jesus taught during his earthly ministry.
April 4th. Easter Day! Resurrection of our Lord. Mark 16:1-8 or John 20:1-18. Christ is risen! Jesus is
alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. The women go to the tomb and find that the stone has been
moved and the tomb is empty. They are amazed and terrified. Out of the confusion, hope emerges!
April 11th. Second Sunday of Easter. John 20:19-31. The risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Christ.
April 18th. Third Sunday of Easter. Luke 24:36b-48. In an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens
the minds of the disciples to understand he is the Messiah. He convinces them and sends them on their mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
April 25th. Fourth Sunday of Easter. John 10:11-18. In language that recalls the 23rd Psalm, Jesus describes
himself as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them and he is able to overcome
death for them.
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Check your email lists!
Make sure you Pastor Paul’s updated email address:
CLCPastor2019@gmail.com
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Answers on page 9
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Quarterly Devotionals are on the welcome table in the gathering area.
April, May & June
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for the second quarter of 2021 are
available. They’re packed with good food for thought and prayer. Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAmQKKCsY7vZ80I1uHhaN2Q
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Society of St. Stephen
March was a busy month for Society of St. Stephen. Although
many who were unemployed due to Covid have found new jobs,
the loss of income for many months means that they are still behind in their bills. Most landlords are working with those who are
regularly paying down their rent bills, they can file for eviction.
Those in need are scrambling for assistance.
This month we had a case that was very moving. A disabled
man moved in with his father to take care of him during an illness. The father eventually died. The father had owned his
house and also had a substantial bank account. Our client’s sister cleaned out the father’s bank account, rather than splitting it.
Our client is left with only his disability check and needs to pay
the Bills our his father’s house until it can be sold. Society was
able to pay his entire two month gas bill. His disability is $5 more
than is allowed to have food stamps, so he is getting food from
the food pantry. The house is to be sold and the proceeds split
between brother and sister. Then he should have economic stability.

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United
Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who
are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

Crossword Puzzle Answers
Across 4. Decorate, 7. Egg 8. Dye 9. Chick 10. Jellybean 11. Bunny
Down 1. Chocolate 2. Hunt 3. Parade 4. Daffodil 5. Basket 6. Bonnet 9. Candy
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor….Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastor2019@gmail.com
Secretary…… Denise Green: clcoffice2019@gmail.com
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Fax…..979-297-7868
Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Services will also be posted on our Facebook page, website, and emailed to you.
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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