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From the Pastor, to My Partners, …
Some days just feel like Friday – not in the TGIF way, but in the Friday before Easter way. The fog sets in around disappointments and
grief. What we see of the long, winding road ahead sure looks like a lonesome highway. The choruses rebound in our heads: “You’ve got to walk that lonesome valley.
You got to walk it by yourself.” And, “Nobody know the trouble I’ve seen. Nobody
knows my sorrow. Sometimes I’m up; Sometimes I’m down.
Sometimes I’m almost to the ground.”
Jesus walked the “via dolorosa,” (the “way of suffering and grief”
in Latin), carrying his cross to Calvary, and even the disciples and
close followers of Jesus thought the cross meant the end of things. “Left to ourselves
we lapse into a kind of collusion with entrophy, acquiescing in the general belief that
things may be getting worse but that there's nothing much we can do about them,”
says N. T. Wright in Surprised by Hope.
In his famous quote, Baptist preacher S. M. Lockridge reminds us why we call it
“Good” Friday: “It’s Friday, but Sunday is coming!” Lockridge continues his sermon:
It’s Sunday. And now everything has changed. It’s the age of grace, God’s
grace poured out on all who would look to that crucified lamb of Calvary.
Grace freely given to all who would believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross
of Calvary was buried and rose again. All because it’s Sunday.
Wright goes on to help us see through the fog that Christ’s
resurrection on Easter makes even our every-day real-world
life new and full of hope. We don’t have to wait until eternity! Sunday is coming! Easter is real today!
The New Testament is full of hints, indications, and downright assertions that
this salvation isn’t just something we have to wait for in the long-distance future. We can enjoy it here and now. “We were saved,” says Paul in Romans
8:24, “in hope.” … That has already taken place, “in hope” because we still
look forward to the ultimate future salvation.
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Since “salvation, then, is not ‘going to heaven’ but ‘being raised to life in God’s new heaven and
new earth,’” we live as Easter people – “people who believe in the resurrection, in God making a
whole new world in which everything will be set right at last, are unstoppably motivated to work
for that new world in the present.”
We travel the road, even a highway,
through a misty fog, with hope every
day, because it may feel like Friday,
but Sunday’s coming!
God’s peace,
Paul Geisler
Pastor

Save the Dates!
April 13 - Homeland Preparedness Shelter Training at Christ Lutheran
Church, 9 a.m. to 12 noon.
May 11 – Faith4Good, tentatively set for Clute City Park, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
•

+ +

Camp Hope 2019
Projected dates:
July 8-12
We discover what God
is up to as we learn the
story of Moses.
July 15-19
We explore Jesus in the events of Holy Week.
July 22-26
We share the new things
we learn by diving into
the stories in Acts.
Now taking application for 2019 Camp Manager
and 2019 Camp Staff
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4/1-Derek Tweedle
4/1-April Vaughn
4/3-Riley Matteck
4/4-Pat Northam
4/5-Steve Matteck
4/6-Jared Marks
4/10-Byron Sims
4/11-Pam Poklikuha

Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from
12:30-2:30PM
Boredom Busters meets every
Tuesday from 12:30 to 2:30. If you
like playing games, give it a try. We
are always willing to learn a new
game. It's a fun and relaxing time!

4/12-April Disisto
4/19-Robert Massey
4/21-Bob Lundahl
4/22-James Drake
4/27-Brandon Baker
4/29-Kyler
Lange

Tiki Time
April 4th 6:30pm
Feeling the letdown from
March Madness?
Here is the remedy. Join the Tiki players Thursday, April 4 at 6:30 pm to get
over your busted bracket.
Leota and Harry will be trying to hold
onto their medals. Nothing but fun!

Lunch Bunch Time
Friday, April 5th
11:00 AM
Wings Over Texas, Clute
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HOME GROUP
April at 6PM at The Rayburn’s 247 Chestnut
PETITION! PRAYER! PRAISE!
We will explore the power and purpose of prayer and praise. Hope you
can make it!

Wednesday Night Lent Services
April 3 & 10
Lenten Meal of Soup/ Sandwiches at
6:30PM
Worship/ Discussion at 7:00PM
Please sign up to help with the Lenten
Meal if you can. Sign up sheets are for
sandwiches, chips, cookies/desserts, and
soups.

Bread for the World
Bake Sale
Bread for the World bake sale will
take place Palm Sunday, April
14th. Bake and buy or just buy to
serve your family and friends.

Special Services and Times
Maundy Thursday Communion Service will be at 7:00pm. We will gather
around the table for Communion.
Good Friday: There will be a service at 12 noon and again at 7:00pm We will
nail our sins to the cross.
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Worship & Music Notes
April, 2019
Jesus is risen! He is risen, indeed!
On April 21 , we will regain our Hallelujahs, our Hymns of Praise, and
celebrate the foundation of our Christian faith. Just as we state each
week in our Affirmation of Faith, we believe in God, the Father, Jesus,
the Son, who God brought to earth to teach us, die for us, and offer salvation upon His resurrection. And we have the Holy Spirit, our advocate, who is with
us daily in our journey on earth.
Until that day, we continue in our Lenten pilgrimage with the lessons and readings as
listed below.
st

April 7th. 5th Sunday of Lent. John 12:1-8. Judas willfully
chides Mary and interprets as wasteful her extravagant gesture
of anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume. Jesus recognizes
that her lavish gift is both an expression of love and an anticipation of his burial. Perhaps Mary had been truly listening to what
Jesus had been trying to tell his disciples of what was to come.
April 14th. Palm Sunday. Various readings. The voice of the
suffering savior, Jesus, is heard in Isaiah’s prophetic words. And
there is pleading in Psalm 31, when Jesus tells His Father “Into
your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” Our descriptive readings from Luke take us from the exuberance of Jesus’ entrance
into Jerusalem to the darkness of Jesus’ arrest, Peter’s denial,
Jesus’ beatings, humiliation, execution, and burial.
April 18th. Maundy Thursday. John 13:1-17, 31b-35. The story of the Last Supper
in this gospel recalls an event not mentioned elsewhere. This breaking of bread and
sharing of the wine is done in remembrance of Jesus, just as
He instructed us to continue to do. Before making this new covenant, Jesus literally stooped at the feet of his disciples,
washed their feet as an example of the service to others that he
expected of them—and of us. In taking the bread and the cup,
we recommit ourselves to what Jesus asks of us. At the end of
this service, the altar is stripped and we leave in silence.
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April 19th. Good Friday. John 18:1-19:42. We gather in silence.
On this day, we hear the entirety of Jesus’ passion—from arrest to
burial, in John’s gospel. The ancient title for this day, “the triumph of
the Cross,” indicates that we gather to celebrate, rather than mourn.
Jesus’ mission is almost accomplished. In his death and resurrection,
we find life in grace.
April 21st. Easter Day. Resurrection of Our Lord. In Luke,
some of Jesus’ women followers go to Jesus’ tomb to tend to his
body. The tomb is empty and there are angelic visitors. These
women hurry back to tell the others. In John, the stone was moved
and the tomb was empty. Disciples arrived, then angels, and finally, Jesus himself. Although each gospel reads a little differently, we see there was confusion
and hope. Jesus is risen! He is risen, indeed!
April 28th. Second Sunday of Easter. John 20:19-31. The unprecedented events of the resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to
his fearful disciples. Another week goes by, and Jesus shows up when
Thomas is there. When Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that
the blessings of resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and
yet believe.” That surely applies to us.
Bread for Life Study Group
April readings are from Philippians, 1 Corinthians, Hebrews, Acts, and
Revelation
We have gathered since January, 2000. We meet Wednesdays, 11:30am –
12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle reading for the upcoming
Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily Faith Practices, the second reading
are usually on the library table. There is no leader, no test, nothing but great
fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate. Paul’s letters to the young church at Corinth
cover many issues in the early church. And, yes, they’re just as timely today.

Library Lines
Our shelves have so many good selections for Lent (and for any other time!).
Bible Studies, Devotionals, Spiritual Growth, Christian Fiction, Lutheran History, World Religions and so much more. As Lent begins, come find
some good books to devote some time to, and let God’s word, in many different forms, feed your soul.

The Tidings

7

SOCIETY OF ST. STEPHEN
Society of St. Stephen had fewer calls this month but the ones we had were still
in need. As always, however, there was a need for financial assistance.
One lady called for help with rent because her baby was born with health issues and has been in and out of the hospital since birth. They had saved for
the cost of the baby’s birth, but had not planned for these unexpected medical
expenses. The manager of their apartment assured us that they were working
with the couple. Both Brazospoint Church and Society of St. Stephen were
able to contribute toward this family’s rent.
Another case was noteworthy. A young couple with three young children are
both working, but were having trouble making expenses and wanted to improve
their situation. He entered the Jump Start Program so that he could train and
qualify for a better job. He thought that he could continue working almost full
time while taking the courses, but found that this was not possible because of
the time he needed to devote to school. Society of St. Stephen and St. Jerome’s helped with April’s rent and St. Michael’s helped with electricity. He will
be able to continue the Jump Start Program and is scheduled to graduate April
30!
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.

Coffee Funds for the next quarter will be allocated for gym floor repairs. Servant Ministry thanks you for your continued support.
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Sunday, April 14th

Sunday, April 7th
Pastor David Lykeen

Susan Geisler

Pat Northam

Don White

Floyd Ellington

Bob Drake

Greeter

Sissy Waldrop

Esther Braden

Ppt Tech

Patty Northam

Jean Warren

Musician

Mary Morgan

Sandy Naill

Charlotte Braden/ Jose Saavedra

Sandy Wand/ Julie Saavedra

Sunday, April 21st –Easter

Sunday, April 28th

Reader

Pastor David Lykeen

Betty Massey

Usher

Donna Tetlow

Bob Drkae

Usher

George Warren

Don Schwank

Greeter

Pat Brannon

Louise Drake

PPT Tech

Jean Warren

Susan Geisler

Reader
Ushers

$ Counters

Sandy Naill

Musician
$ Counters

Jean Warren/ Esther Braden

Quarterly Devotionals
Christ in our Home and The Word in Season devotionals for April, May and June are available in
the gathering area. They’re a nice pocket size,
packed with good food for thought and prayer.
Enjoy them. They’re certainly worthwhile and
truly fit well in a pocket or purse.

Jean Warren/ Agnes Harris

Altar Guild Team for April is Jean’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the
Altar Guild contact the Church Office:
clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.
Training is minimal.

Thank you for all who serve so
willingly!

Please keep these people in your prayers
Alison Belvins Roselyn Lykken Dennis Smith Sissy Waldrop
Liz Ellett Daniel Mendoza Gail Smith Terry Patridge
Agnes Harris Jimmy Neece Joy Stanley Verlene Heady
Dennis Jones Steve Ray Gene Reynolds Dorothy Krug Connie Spagenburg
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April 2019
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

7

8

Worship 9AM

14

15

Worship 9AM
Council

21

22

Early 7AM
Service
Worship 9AM
Easter

28

29

Worship 9AM
HomeGroup
6PM
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3 Bread for
Life, Library
11:30AM

Thu

Fri

4

5

Tiki 6:30PM

Lunch
Bunch, 11AM

Lenten Meal
6:30PM

9

10 Bread for 11

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Life, Library
11:30AM
Lenten Meal
6:30PM
Lent 7:00PM

16

17

12

Sat
6

13
Homeland
Shelter
Training
9AM-12PM

Bread for 18
Life, Library
Maundy
11:30AM

19

23

24

26

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Bread for Life,
Library
11:30AM

Boredom
Busters
12:30PM

Meeting 2PM

Wed

Thursday
7PM

25

20

Good Friday
Noon & 7PM

27

30
Boredom
Busters
12:30PM
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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