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From the Pastor, to My Partners, . . .
It’s a jungle out there! Or as long-time member Bob Newton used to say, “We are
beating back the jungle that keeps wanting to take over.” Much of this reclaimed
swamp land produces some very verdant and prolific plant life.
You can check out the yellow rose bush at my house. It may
look straggly and over-grown, but what do you expect with
these growing conditions?
What can you expect from an abundantly merciful and
generous God? The powerful combination of our blooming
Springtime with the joyous stories of Christ’s resurrection offer
an overwhelming statement of hope and new life.
The Bible itself teems with God’s abundant gifts to the creation and to God’s children.
From the first chapter of Genesis, God initiates abundance and promises to continue
providing, over the top. Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann explains that God
becomes “so overrun with fruitfulness that God says, ‘I’ve got to take a break from all
this,’” and rests on the seventh day. When we take time to worship, to set aside the
Sabbath, we declare “there’s enough bread, that we don’t have to hustle every day of
our lives.”
God blesses Abraham and Sarah and tells them, and
all who come after them, to be a blessing and to
bless the people of all nations. Psalm 150, the last in
the book, begins and ends with “Hallelujah!” and asks
us to “praise God” in each of the six verses. God
provides enough – always enough – to go around.
Even in the desert, God provides bread enough for the journey. According to the story
in Exodus, everybody had enough. But when some hoarded for themselves, their take
turned rotten and sour. We cannot store up God’s generosity; God provides enough so
that we can share and make sure all have what they need.
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We face a true crisis of faith when we view that world as not having
enough for us and for all others. We turn to a perspective of scarcity,
thinking we will never have enough. As Brueggemann says, “we have a
love affair with ‘more,’” but “more” never completely satisfies. We think
and act like “There’s not enough. Let’s get everything.” We become
fearful and greedy, and even when we have enough, we say we need
more, because it may not all last.
Now comes our crisis of faith. We need to rethink our views about abundance and scarcity,
and their influence on our decisions. Jesus lived
out of God’s generosity, spreading God’s
abundance wherever he went – among the blind,
the lame, the lepers, the deaf, the dead, and the poor.
When we see bread broken and shared, and enough for all, we re-order
our whole public reality. Again, the words of Brueggemann: “appearances
notwithstanding, there is enough to go around, so long as each of us takes
only what we need. In fact, if we are willing to have but not hoard, there
will even be more than enough left over.”
It is truly a jungle out there, for sure, but we
have “an earth fully equipped to meet
everyone’s needs!” Hallelujah! Praise God!
God’s peace,

Paul Geisler
Pastor
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Seven citrus trees planted on
CLC property, with funds provided by two Thrivent Ac on Team
grants. Special thanks to consultant Nick Felsted, as well as to
CLC members Paul & Susan Geisler, Pat Northam, Jose Saavedra,
and Dan Wand.

2. Satsuma, Brown Se-

3. Taracco Blood Orange.

lect

5. Navel Orange

christlutheran-lj.org

7. Rio Red Grapefruit

Meyer Lemon

4. Satsuma, Owari

6. Satsuma, Kimbrough
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Bread for The World
$344.00 Was Raised at the Bread for The
World Bake Sale on Palm Sunday!
Thank you to all our buyers and bakers. Thanks to the
cooks that copied their recipes for our future
cookbook. Servant Ministry thanks you for your
support.
HOME GROUP—APRIL 8TH
Join us
On April 8th , 6:00, 247 Chestnut, Home of the Rayburn’s.
Ammar Habib and his mom will share about their Muslim
faith. This comes from our discussions of the book, THE
FAITH CLUB. Looking forward to an open dialog that will
make us more aware of other religions with which we co-exist. Hope you
can make it!
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Keep Jose Saavedra in your prayers as he undergoes shoulder
surgery early in the week.
Jose's surgery went well. He has some pain, but it
is normal. Thanks so much for keeping us in your
prayers. He is learning how to use his left
hand. He was able to shave this morning using his
left hand

Congratulations
Susan Geisler on the teaching
grant you received!!! Way to
go!!!

2018 Church Directories
Available to be picked up at the church
Please let us know if you notice any corrections
or updates.

Pat Brannon’s number in the directory
has been disconnected. Her new number is her cell, which is below.
Pat Brannon 979-417-1583 cell

Souper Bowl of Giving
Souper Bowl of Caring raised $178 for the Brazosport Food
Pantry. Thank you for your generous support.

It is with a heavy heart that we bid farewell to Debbie and
James Smith as they relocate and start a new life adventure.
Thank you for your service to Christ Lutheran. You
will be sorely missed. God’s blessings, friends.
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2018 Dates: July 9-13, 16-20, 23-27
Now taking applications for Camp Manager and
Staff
Contact Pastor Paul – clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net, or 979-297-2013

The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Chili’s
Friday, April 6th at 11:00AM
Please join us for fun, good food and
great fellowship and conversations.
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Boredom Busters
Every Tuesday from 12:30-2:30PM
Join us to learn a new game or bring a game and
teach the rest of us. Some of the games we
have played: Mexican Train and Chicken Foot
dominoes, Uno, Oh Heck, Rummy, Crazy Eights. Our thinking
is "so many games, so little time." No stress, just a good time
and a lot of laughs. Bring a friend. All are welcome.

Saturday April 21st at 2:00PM
No skill necessary! It's just a fun time and anyone aged 5 to
100 have the abilities to play. Give it a try. Please bring a
snack to share. Batter up!

Tiki Time
Join us for a fun time playing
Tiki. We will be playing Thursday, April 5
at 6:30 pm.
Sissy and Margaret will be defending their medals. No skills
needed. Just a good time! Bring a friend. All are welcome.
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Worship & Music Notes
April, 2018

He is risen indeed!
We are now in the Easter Season
In the fifty days of the Easter season we see Christ risen, present
with us in breaking bread, and His Spirit poured out within the
church. We leave the inward reflection of Lent and now we celebrate our openness to spread
the Good News in word and deed. Once known as “the Way”, we followers of Christ strive to
follow His way. Our gospel readings during the Easter season in the year of Mark are sometimes interrupted with accounts of post-resurrection appearances from the gospels of John and
Luke. Oh, the excitement, fear and confusion for the disciples!
April 8th, 2nd Sunday of Easter. In this post-resurrection appearance to the disciples, Thomas
was present. Jesus didn’t chide him for wanting a “sign”, but used the opportunity to encourage them, and us, to trust in our faith of our risen Lord. Along with his visible wounds, he
broke bread with them. From those frightened individuals, we have become a community of
service, peace, forgiveness and sharing.
April 15th, 3rd Sunday of Easter. After encountering two believers on the road to Emmaus,
Jesus returned to Jerusalem and appeared again to his disciples. And, once more he shared a
meal with them. This time fish was on the menu. He also opened their minds to know that he
was the Messiah and that they were to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
April 22nd. 4th Sunday of Easter. In language from Psalm 23, Jesus described himself as the
shepherd who would lay his life down for his sheep. And, like sheep, we can sometimes be
lost. Jesus, our shepherd, is always near, and has even overcome death for us.
April 29th. 5th Sunday of Easter. Before his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship he would always have with them. The vine brings food and nourishment to the
branches and Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent to bear fruit in this world as the hands
and feet of Christ.
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Looking Ahead
May 20th, Pentecost. (The fiftieth day of Easter) There are two more Sundays in
the Easter season before we are visited by the Holy Spirit at the celebration of
Pentecost. From there we are in the learning season until Christ the King Sunday
and the beginning of Advent. Pentecost is a season of growth as we hear many of
Christ’s teachings. The focus is on learning during this “school year” of the
church.
Spiritual Growth comes in many ways. Here are a few opportunities.
Quarterly Devotional booklets
If you enjoy the quarterly “Christ in Our Home” and “The Word in Season” please let us know if there were no more copies available when you went to pick one up.
We can always order more for the next quarter. We used to have some left over—but happily,
they’re all gone! Do we need more?
Bread for Life Study Group
Enhance your knowledge of the Bible and have a good
time doing it!
We have gathered since January, 2000. Some of the faces
have changed, but our objectives have not. We meet,
Wednesdays, 11:30am – 12:30pm in the church library. We discuss the epistle reading for the
upcoming Sunday. Copies of the appropriate Daily Faith Practices are usually on the library
table. There is no leader, no test, nothing but great fellowship and discussion—and a bit of
chocolate.
Library Lines
We’re a whole lot cheaper than Amazon!
We have many books from great authors, for example, Billy Graham, Max Lucado, and a
book with many authors—the Holy Bible. We have many translations to choose from. And if
you’re interested in learning more about a specific book of the Bible, we have studies that focus on a particular book. Lutheran history and theology, Spiritual Growth, Bible geography
and history all grace our shelves, as do enjoyable Christian fiction choices. As summer approaches, and maybe a little more free time is on your calendar, this little room full of books
can certainly boost your “Spirit!”
christlutheran-lj.org
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Society of St.Stephens
Did you know that rent has become very expensive in our area? It varies from
$750 -$1150 for apartments to up to $1350 for a small house. When we receive
requests for rent assistance it often takes weeks to a month to complete a case
because we work with various other Christian agencies to secure enough aid to
help a client pay that month’s rent.The following is an example, reported by one
of our clients, of the time spent by a caseworker to assist her, and the client’s appreciation:
Single mom; 10 month-old sick baby girl! Can’t take the baby to day care, so
nothing to do but take off work from my job as an aide in a school. What comes
first – medicine, diapers, food or rent? When the baby is crying with an earache
and congestion is getting deeper, the answer is easy. “I’ll figure the rest out later!” But then the next day comes and rent is due. If I am late, the late fees are
assessed every day - $50 the first day and $10 a day after that. I have a bit of
money in savings, but not enough for all of it. Gratefully, the people at Society
of St. Stephen and another church were willing to work with me. Because of
their deadlines and requirements, my late fees built up, but they made special
trips to speak with the manager at my apartment and deliver my checks by hand
so I didn’t have to wait several more days for it to go through the mail. My contact called me often to check on progress, to update me and even to invite me to
a mission program that had a free food giveaway. When I couldn’t make it, she
delivered it herself. I hope the Society knows how much I appreciate their love
and concern. I sent a text, but if you see one of these people, please tell them
again for me that I am so grateful. And thank you as well for the donations you
make so that others like me can be helped in a time of emergency!
Text: Thank you all sooooooo much for everything! The cards are so sweet. I
really appreciate it and all the help. I needed those encouraging
words! Definitely God sent.
The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lutheran Church who are committed to providing emergency or temporary assistance to local people in need.
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Sunday, April 8th

Sunday, April 15th

Betty Massey

Susan Geisler

Bob Drake
Floyd Ellington
Esther Braden

Donna Tetlow
Bob Drake
Agnes Harris

Ppt Tech

Jean Warren

Dave McCrery

Musician

Linda Pirtle

Sandy Naill

Byron Sims/ Donna Tetlow

Julie Saavedra/ Bob Drake

Reader
Ushers
Greeter

$ Counters

Sunday, April 22nd
Reader
Ushers
Greeter
Ppt Tech
Musician
$ Counters

Sunday, April 29th

Jean Warren
George Warren
Floyd Ellington
Sissy Waldrop
Dave McCrery
Mary Morgan

David Lykken
Floyd Ellington
Don White
Sissy Waldrop
Diane Tweedle
Linda Pirtle

Esther Brandon/ Jean Warren

Dan Wand/ Agnes Harris

Altar Guild Team for April is Jean’s team.
If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the
Church Office: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.

Alison Blevins
Maddie Bone
Liz Ellett
Leon Giese
Agnes Harris
Verlene Heady
Joe Jones
Dorothy Krug
Barb Lundahl
Roselyn Lykken
Daniel Mendoza
Jimmy Neece
Steve Ray
Dorothy Rayburn
Doris Schwank
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Dennis Smith
Gail Smith
Connie Spangenburg
Joy Stanley
Patty Walker

Apr.1 April Vaughn
Apr.1 Derek Tweedle
Apr.3 Riley Matteck
Apr.4 Pat Northam
Apr.5 Steve Matteck
Apr.6 Jared Marks
Apr.10 Byron Sims

Apr.11 Pam Pokikuha

Apr.29 Kyler Lange

Apr.12 April Disito
Apr.19 Robert Massey
Apr.21 Bob Lundahl
Apr.22 James Drake
Apr.27 Brandon Baker
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April 2018
Sun
1

Mon
2

Worship
9AM

Tue

Wed

3

4

Boredom
Busters

Bread for Life
11:30AM

8

9

10

11

Worship
9AM

Servant
Ministry
Meeting
9AM

Boredom
Busters
12:30-2:30

Bread for Life
11:30AM

15

16

17

18

Boredom
Busters
12:30-2:30

Bread for Life
11:30AM

24

25

Boredom
Busters
12:30-2:30

Bread for Life
1130AM

Worship
9AM
Council
Meeting 2PM

22

23

Worship 9AM

29

Thu

Fri

Sat

5 Tiki
6:30PM

6

12

13

14

19

20

21

7

Lunch
Bunch, Chili’s

DartBall 2PM

26

27

28

30

Worship
9Am
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
86 Plantation Drive
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net
Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Phone….979-297-2013
Fax…..979-297-7868

The Hands of Christ
Worshiping Learning Serving
Together

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org

Ministers…..The People of Christ
Ministry Support
Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala

Worship Schedule
Sunday 9:00 AM
Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE
LAKE JACKSON, TX 77566-0948
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